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SUMMARY OF THE COURSE

This course is developed to help you gain deepewladge of the New
Testament under selected topics. In the coursewf study you will be
exposed to the activities and problems of the e@hgistian community
under the divine leadership of God through Chnst the Holy Spirit.
You will also see the relationship of New Testant@ieblogy with other
branches of theology as well as the relationshithefNew Testament
with the OId Testament, Jewish and Hellenistic ficas and culture,
and even to pagan religions that robbed shouldete the New
Testament people. The materials of this course rctve definition,
nature, structure, development, and contributiorcritical studies to
New Testament theology. The course will attempirotivate you to
evaluate the current religious, political, socald cultural problems and
challenges in the light of what is narrated in tosirse.
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

This course is CRS 324-New Testament Theologys laitwo hour
credit course offered in the first year, secondesdar to the students of
the Undergraduate Programme in Christian Theoldgis course has
fifteen study units. You are not required to takber courses before
you study for this course. The course has been |log@ with
appropriate local examples suitable for the Nigeaadience.

The course guide is for distance learners enrafidtie Undergraduate
Programme in theology of the National Open Univgrsf Nigeria. This

guide is one of the several resources tools avaikabyou to help you
successfully complete this course and ultimatelyrymogramme.

This study guide provide you with very useful inf@ation about the
entire course, such as the aims and objectives;seomaterial and
structure, available services to support your lea;ninformation on
assignment and examination, you will also be guidedhow to plan
your time for studythe amount of time you should spend on each study
unit and your tutor-marked assignments.

Go through this course study guide carefully. Befgou begin the study
of this course, complete the feedback form at tidk &ou must return
the feedback to your tutorial facilitator along hvitour first assignment.
It is my hope that this study guide will answer mofsyour questions. |
advise you to contact your study centre if you Havther questions.

2.0 COURSE AIMS

This course aims at helping you gain more knowledfjghe New
Testament and the activities and problems of thky €&hristian Church
under the divine leadership of God through Chnst ¢he Holy Spirit.
The course will guide you to see the coherent eawfr the New
Testament materials and the unity that existed &etvihe three persons
of the Trinity in their plan to save humanity. Taealysis of the issues
involved will enable you to evaluate and probahlggest solutions to
the present problems of the contemporary Church souety. The
approach adopted in this course acknowledges thertance of biblical
context and content and it is hoped that this apgrowill help you
avoid over spiritualization of the Bible messaged areating Bible
passages out of context.

The aims of this course will be achieved by:

o Introducing you to the meaning, nature, and thatieship of
New Testament Theology to other fields of theology.
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o Exposing you to critically look at the developmenit New
Testament Theology with the aim to avoid the mistakf the
past.

o Leading you to analyse the different approachesmeathods of
studying New Testament theology various scholave laaopted.

o Leading you to see the unity and inter-connectibthe biblical
message and themes and their overall goal whitteisalvation
of humanity.

o Exposing you to the historical, social, culturablipcal, and
religious environment in which New Testament emdrged the
influences of these on New Testament Theology.

COURSE OBJECTIVES

To achieve the aims enumerated above, this cowselte following

overall objectives. This course is designed in saehay that each unit
has specific objectives which you will find at theginning of each unit.
Before you start each unit read them carefully studly the unit with

these objectives in mind. After you have completadh unit go back to
the objectives again to make sure you have achidwedbjectives of
that unit.

Below are the overall objectives of the course.ydiu meet these
objectives then you have achieved the overall aintkis course.

When you have successfully completed this course, ghould be
able to:

J Define and explain the structure and subject matfeNew
Testament Theology.

o Analyse the different approaches and methods tosthdy of
New Testament Theology.

o Trace the history and development of New Testambkablogy

o Identify the influences of the Jewish and Helleniptactices and
literature on the New Testament.

o Identify the contributions of pagan religions toviNdestament
Theology.

J Explain how critical studies have helped the stuadyNew

Testament and also the negative effects of theseisins on the
doctrine and message of the Bible.

o Identify the major themes of the New Testament stmolw their
connections.

. Give account of the root of the problem of man #rel solution
to it.

o Compare the problems of the New Testament Christian

community to that of the church today.
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WORKING THROUGH THE COURSE

To successfully complete this course, you must edathe study units
and the other materials provided by the Nationaé®©pniversity of
Nigeria. There are self-assessment exercise fdr saction of the unit
and tutor-marked assignments at the end of ea¢hMake sure you do
all your homework and submit them when requiredhese are very
important for your course assessment. There is@dgng to be a final
examination at the end of the course.

COURSE MATERIALS
The major components of the course are:

Course Guide
Study Units
Textbooks
Assignment File
Presentation

arwpdPE

STUDY UNITS

This course has three modules and fourteen stuily as can be seen
below:

Module 1: The Discipline of Theology and New Testaent Theology

Unit 1: Introductory Materials to New Testament dlog)y.
Unit 2: Development of New Testament Theology

Unit 3: The Nature of New Testament Theology

Unit 4: Jewish Background to the New Testament Tdggo
Unit 5: Hellenistic Background of New Testament

Module 2: The Kingdom of God in New Testament Thealgy

Unit 1: John the Baptist and the kingdom of God
Unit 2: The Meaning and Presence of the KingdoiGod
Unit 3: The Activities of the God of the Kingdom
Unit 4: The Mystery and Ethics of the Kingdom ofd50

Module 3: The Major Themes of New Testament. God, frist,
Man, Christian Life and Pauline Theology

Unit 1: The Doctrine of God in New Testament Theglo

Unit 2: Christology of New Testament Theology
Unit 3: The World and Man in New Testament Theology

Vi
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Unit 4: The Place of the Holy Spirit in New Testarth&heology
Unit 5: The Theology of Paul Representative ofAlpestles.
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ASSIGNMENT FILE

One of the components of this course is the Assegrirkile which will
be mailed to you later from the office of the NaabOpen University of
Nigeria. The file contains assignment that you nsugtmit to your tutor
for marking. These assignments will be marked @&asdnded. The marks
you obtain from these assignments will count towardur final grade.
The entire course has more than thirty assignméhisse assignments
cover every unit.

ASSESSMENT

This course has two aspects of assessment. Theofiesis the Tutor-
Marked Assignment while the second is a writtennexation. These
assessments are based on the information, knowleahgkeexperience
you gathered during the course which you shouldyappen attempting
these assessments. All of these must be submittegoar tutor in
accordance with the deadline stated in your Assemintile. All of
these will be 30% of your total course marks. A¢ #nd of the course
there will be a two-hour final examination.

viii
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TUTOR —MARKED ASSIGNMENT (TMAS)

There are fifteen tutor-marked assignments for ¢bigse. You must do
all and submit them to your tutor. At the end & ttourse the best (that
is, the highest three) will be counted. Each assamt is worth 10
marks when the three assignments are put togetteasr the tutor-
marked assignment will be 30% of your total courseks.

SUMMARY OF THE UNITS
As you will see above, this course has fifteenaunit

Module 1 introduces you to the field of theologyganeral and New
Testament Theology including its Development, Natamd Background
Studies.

Module 2 deals with the specific theme of the kimgdof God, John the
Baptists’ understanding of the kingdom, Christ exgition, the mystery
and ethics of the kingdom.

Module 3 looks at other major theme such as GodstCine Holy Spirit
man and the world and examines their conoesti and their
relationships to the salvation of humanity.

Each study unit consists of one week’s work andightake you about
three hours to complete it. It included specifigeahives, guidance for
study, reading materials, self-assessment exer@selstutor — marked
assignments. All these are to assist you achiegesthted learning
objectives of the individual study units of the cxri

COURSE OVERVIEW
This course is designed to cover 15 weeks. You exgected to

complete the assignment for the unit at the encewdry week and
submit to your tutorial facilitator. See the tablow for the study plan.

UNIT TITLE OF THE WEEKS ASSIGNMEN
STUDY UNIT ACTIVITY T
COURSE GUIDE 1 Course Guide
Form
Module | The discipline of
1 Theology & New
Testament Theology
1 Introductory Material | 2 Assignment
for NTT

2 Developmentof NTT| 3 Assignment
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The Nature of NTT

Assignment

AW

Jewish Background of

New Testament

Assignment

Hellenistic
Background of New
Testament

T MA to be
submitted

Module 2

The Kingdom of God

1

John the Baptist an
the Kingdom of God

Assignment

2

The Meaning and the
Presence of the
Kingdom of God

Assignment

The Activities of the
God of the Kingdom

Assignment

They Mystery and
Ethics of the
Kingdom of God

10

TMA to be
submitted

Module 3

The Theology of
God, Christ, Holy
Spirit

and Paul and man

The Doctrine of the
God in the New
Testament

11

Assignment

Christology in the
New Testament

12

Assignment

The World and Man

in
the New Testament

13

Assignment

The Place of the Holy
Spiritin the NT

14

Assignment

The Theology o
Paul:

The Representative ¢
the Apostles

15

TMA to be
submitte
d

Revision

16

Examination

17

Total

17
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MODULE 1 THE DISCIPLINE OF THEOLOGY AND
NEW TESTAMENT THEOLOGY

Unit 1 Introductory Materials to New Testament dlog)y.
Unit 2 Development of New Testament Theology

Unit 3 The Nature of New Testament Theology

Unit 4 Jewish Background to the New Testament Tdwo
Unit 5 Hellenistic Background of New Testament

INTRODUCTION

In this first module, | shall introduce you to tbeurse and its title. The
Module contains very important information on trengral discipline of
theology and New Testament Theology as an indeperderse. | shall
attempt to define and describe theology and Newaii@snt and explain
how they relate to one another. This module willerxathe development
of the New Testament theology through the histoiythe Christian

church, its nature as well as the Jewish and Hstierbackgrounds to
the New Testament. The aim is to give you a salichfiation that will

help you understand the specific themes that walltieated in this
course.

The main textbooks will b& Theology of the New TestambgtGeorge
Ladd, New Testament Theolodyy Donald Guthrie; Backgrounds to
Early Christianity by Everett Ferguson, and/hat is New Testament
Theology?By Dan O. Via. These books can be found in anyhaf t
Theological library near you or book store, or palilf you are near Jos
you can buy at African Christian Textbooks (ACTS)oBshop at the
Theological College of Northern Nigeria, Bukurulios.

UNIT 1 INTRODUCTORY MATERIALSINTO NEW
TESTAMENT THEOLOGY

CONTENTS

1.0 Introduction
2.0  Objectives
3.0 Main Content
3.1 Branches of Theology
3.1.1 Systematic Theology
3.1.2 Historical Theology
3.1.3 Philosophical Theology
3.1.4 Practical Theology
3.1.5 Biblical Theology
3.2  Definition of New Testament Theology
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3.3  Nature and Structure of New Testament Thgolog
3.4  Approaches to New Testament Theology

4.0 Conclusion

5.0 Summary

6.0 Tutor-marked Assignment

7.0 References/Further Readings

1.0 INTRODUCTION

Theology is a discipline that is very wide and agvenany areas of
study. No one can specialize in all areas of thggoldhus, we talk of a
Biblical theologian, Professor of Historical, Plstphical, Systematic
theology. New Testament theology is related to dtieer branches of
theology but particularly more to Biblical Theologfew Testament
Theology deals with only one part of the Bible.elnploys similar

instruments with Biblical Theology. New Testamemedlogy is based
on the New Testament. One fact of the Christianibfthat the Bible is
prone to different interpretations. This openness different

interpretations is responsible for proliferationabfurches. Equally, any
study based on the Bible is subject to differentucdtires and
approaches. Thus, this unit exposes you to theerdifites among
scholars on the subject of New Testament theol¥ggy. will see this

again in unit 2. As you go through this you willdwm which views are
wrong and which ones are correct.

2.0 OBJECTIVES
At the end of this unit you should be able to:

) State the different branches of theology

. State the task of theology

) Describe the connection between New TestamentBabiital
Theology

. Define New Testament Theology

o Explain the nature and structure of New Testarmbérblogy

. Show the right and wrong approaches to the Newam@nt
Theology

J The relationship between New Testament and Olthirent
Theology

3.0 MAINCONTENT
3.1 Branchesof Theology

The word theology comes from two Greek wortlseosmeaning — God
andlogos meaning word or study. Put together, it means thdysof

2
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God. The object of theology is therefore the Tridded but also his
creation, including especially human beings andr tredation. That is
how man relates to God and the creation. Sometpeeple think that
itis impossible to study God because God is greanhel

more mysterious than anything in the universe, @od is not like an
object that can be researched in the laboratoig. Adtwithstanding, we
can know enough about God to study about him. iinigortant that in
our study of God we should always be aware thattwe know is

smaller than what we do not know. The fact thatd @ not just the
one we study but the one we worship puts a diftei@me in our project
of theology.

The task of theology generally is:

- To provide a clear and comprehensive description thod
Christian Faith.

- To translate Christian faith into terms that isellgible to the
wider culture.

- To provide a reality of God and Christ.

- To investigate the origin and the original contehthe Christian
faith and of the doctrine of the Church, or the nges they
underwent in the course of history, and to deteemrilme truth
which is contained in that tradition.

We study God from different angles and it is beeaak this that we
have different branches of theology.

Self-Assessment Exercise 1

What does the study of God involve?
3.1.1 Systematic Theology

Before the Reformation, all of theology was studigdier Dogmatic
theology. Systematic theology in close to what waed Dogmatic
theology but also different in the sense that syatec theology is a
more specialized field. This branch of theologyiso called doctrinal
or constructive theology. The subject ventures ighfid, coherent,
timely and a responsible articulation to the Charstfaith. It states the
meaning of the Bible for the present using thealalgand philosophical
knowledge. It involves a continuous interpretatsord practices in the
light of the teaching and life of Christ. The badesystematic theology
Is God’s self-revelation as it is found in the BibIThe Systematic
theologian develops his doctrines directly from Bilele.
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Self-Assessment Exercise 2

The definition | have provided is a technical of#eck from English
Dictionary and World Book Encyclopaedia and write tefinition of
systematic theology and dogmatic in your note boake the difference
between the two.

3.1.2 Historical Theology

Historical theology traces the many ways and cistamces in which

Christian faith and practices have come to expoessi different times

and places. It establishes the reality that theohas developed through
the centuries of the history of the Christian Clhuid€ is concerned with
what theologians held and taught concerning a qudati subject

throughout the history of the church. It may chotsedeal with the

theology of a given period or particular theologiaor a school of

theological thought with respect to key areas oftdioe. It may also

take another dimension and examine the developwieat particular

doctrine throughout the life of the church.

The significant value of historical theology is tiitamakes us more self-
conscious and self-critical of our teachings. Al can learn to do
theology by studying how others in the past haveeddHistorical

theology also provides us with the tools that hedevaluate a particular
idea or subject. Courses in Church History are wuride branch of
theology.

Self-Assessment Exercise 3

We have talked about church history in this sectigse only dictionary
or book you like and explain what church historyls church history
different from historical theology?

3.1.3 Philosophical Theology

According to David Migliore, this is an area of dhegy that “employs

the resources of Philosophical inquiry to examhme heaning and truth
of the Christian faith in the light of reason angperience” (9).

Philosophical theology helps us to defend and éshalhe truth of a
given theology and scrutinize its concepts and ragnis.

Related to Philosophical theology is Moral TheologMost
seminaries have them in one departmothers however, associate it
with Systematic theology. Roman Catholics and Rtatds differ
slightly on the technical meaning of Moral Theologlowever, Moral
Theology is commonly called Christian Ethics. nply means to live

4
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as a Christian, to be a responsible moral agentisanabout moral
actions. It deals with issues such as moral disnent, the definition of
good and evil, right and wrong, and sin and virtiunder moral
theology, one studies specific issues such asiahpjtistice, sexuality,
swearing and oath taking, homosexuality, euthanagt@ Moral
theology helps the church and its individual memabéo respond to
the challenge of the secular world.

Self-Assessment Exercise 4

1. Philosophy and theology are related so familiayiaarself with
philosophy by defining it using two or more dictares.
2. List at least any six philosophers that you know.

3.1.4 Practical Theology

As the name implies, practical theology deals il practical aspects
of the ministry of the church which are helpful building and

strengthening the life of the church and Christimngeneral. It looks at
and analyses the present needs of the churchsane:inbers in the light
of the Bible message. Its aim is to bring or leadgle to the comfort
and peace of God in their joy and sufferings. Recatttheology is

concerned with such things like preaching, eduoatioounseling,

caring for the poor, visiting the sick, the dyingdathe bereaved.
This is highly a specialized area operated by gfieed persons or
professionals. For example, the person involve€lmurch education
receives training in theology and Christian Edwrator Educational
Ministries. The person counseling needs trainingCounseling and
Psychology, person working with the aged and thar peeds training
in Social Work

Self-Assessment Exercise5

1) Write down the ways in which your church takese of the
poor, sick dying and the bereaved.

2) There are so many widows in Nigeria today bseanf AIDS
and wars, suggest three ways that your church dhalk care
of the widows.

3) According to the discussion above, what areother areas that
a person working in a Church setting needs to $tudy

3.1.5 Biblical Theology

Biblical Theology is the expounding of the theoldgund in the Bible,
taking into consideration its own historical segsnterms, categories,
and thought forms. It is a descriptive disciplimethat it studies the

5
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messages of the Bible in their historical settiigne intention of
Biblical theology is to make known what God has el@md how that
affects human existence.

Biblical theology is based on God'’s self-revelataord the redemption
plan for man. In summary, Biblical theology is tistorical and

theological science that studies the revelatio&Gofl within the pages
of the Old and New Testaments. Biblical theologyligded into Old

and New Testament Theology which is our concethigicourse.

Self-Assessment Exercise 6

1) In trying to explain what Biblical theology mbout, we used
the word descriptive. What is the meaning of thisrdvin
relation to our Biblical studies?

2) One of the sentences above talks about what i&&sddone
and how that affects human existence. List only timgs
that you think God has done for us.

3) Look at the explanation of the branches of libggpagain. Which
of them does not make any reference to the Bible?

3.2 Definition of New Testament T heology

New Testament theology is a branch of Biblical tbhgyg that studies
the twenty-seven books of the New Testament olNeéw Covenant as
called by others. Specifically, New Testament tbgyl traces or
studies various themes through different authorbaoks of the New
Testament and then amalgamates those individuafsmoto a single

comprehensive whole. It may also deal with the lbgp of the

different authors separately.

The aim of this discipline is to set forth the tlogpcal thoughts of the
New Testament writings and unfold the history of #arly Christian
religion. In New Testament theology, the biblicadntent and the
significance of Jesus’ mission are central. Theoltgy and

interpretation of the New Testament must centrenughee historical

Christ. It is through Christ that God made himsktiown. In this

context, New Testament explores the meaning orntkessage of the
passage for its own day and not so much on thacapiph for modern
needs. New Testament theology is therefore, botbcrgaive and

historical. In summary, New Testament theologyhe thistory of the
early Christian religion and theology, and it deaith what was taught,
believed, hoped for and striven at.
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Self-Assessment Exercise 7

1) We have said above that the New Testament is aledcthe
“New Covenant” in your note book, write two defioits of a
covenant that you find.

2) Write down in your note book four things that Apgestaught,
four things they believed, two things they hoped &mo things
they strived at.

3.3 Natureand Structure of New Testament Theol ogy

New Testament theology is not easily noticed on phges of New
Testament Bible, yet it is based on the New Testhméle, on the life
and work of Jesus Christ. Through research, one dmnve New

Testament theology from the New Testament. Theeesmgle theology
of the New Testament and it is based on the liferkwdeath, and
resurrection of Jesus Christ and their place inrddemption plan of
God for humanity. These form the foundation andibasf New

Testament. The apostles built on these themes apdueded them.
New Testament can be found in the genealogy ofsJeduch shows
that he did not come directly from heaven but tigflolhuman being.
Gentiles and women occupy a prominent positiorha genealogy and
testify to the universality of salvation.

In essence, the whole of the New Testament is tlggpkach book or
passage in the New Testament has a divine purgpsdance and
protection. The New Testament and New Testamewldgg cannot be
separated. According to Stephen Neill, “separatNgwv Testament
theology from the New Testament is like separatheg soul from the
body.”

The New Testament which is the source materiatherstudy of New
Testament theology is divided into many narrativecoaints. The
synoptic gospels form the first unit. This unit Hdatthew, Mark and
Luke. These three evangelists present similar tre@raccounts on the
life, death and resurrection of Christ. The second which is close to
the synoptic is the gospel of John. The ApostlienJofesents extended
speeches of the revelation of Christ mission towbed. The next unit
deals with the extension of the church into thetitgenvorld. It covers
the story of the early church in Jerusalem andstireounding villages
as well as Paul's missionary Journeys in the gewilrld. This is found
in Acts of the Apostles. The fourth unit is madeaighe letters of Paul
(plus the Letter to the Hebrews), Peter, JamesJamth. This section
deals with pastoral concerns and doctrinal issties. last is the book
of Revelation. This is written in figurative langyea and it deals with

7
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the catastrophic events of the history of the ehdhe world. John
wrote to encourage the faithful to stand steadfedifficult times.

Self-Assessment Exercise 8

1. Read the genealogy of Jesus in Matt 1:1-16maake a list of
the women included in this genealogy.
2. Take and familiarize yourself with the diffetesections or

narrative accounts of the New Testament. In yoaote rbook,
write the sections and the books that fall undehe

3.4 Approachesto New Testament T heology

It has already been established that New Testatheotogy is about
what God has done in Jesus Christ who was a hastofigure and
walked on the streets and roads of Palestine. Thdysof New
Testament theology is thereby a historical projasta historical project,
it uses historical and linguistic tools to undemnstdhe message of the
New Testament. The intent is to study the conterwell as the context
of the New Testament stories. New Testament thgottscribes the
original historical meaning of the concepts, eveatsl the message.
This helps to achieve the aim of New Testamentltiggowhich is to
make sense of the New Testament message.

In the field of biblical studies, scholars have ptgadl different
approaches to the study of New Testament theolRggolf Bultmann,
for example, believes that it is only the theolsgi¢ John and Paul that
are important and this is what should be studiedNew Testament
theology. Werner Kummel on the other hand givesepemce to Paul.
He reiterates that there is a single theology efNlew Testament and it
is the theology of Paul. Christ is important onlgchuse he did the
preliminary work which Paul used.

New Testament theology does not exist in isolatlbis part of God’s
total revelation to humanity. The revelation of Gedprogressive. It is
the unfolding of God’s plan for man’s salvation wii becomes
explicitly clear through the coming of Christ. Ttesarted in the Old
Testament and has its climax in the New Testanfémt.this reason,
references and an understanding of the Old Testaimerecessary for
the study of New Testament theology.

New Testament theology also makes references tisldeand Greek
literature that were written before, during anceathe New Testament.
These are useful for the study of New Testamemidlygy because they
influenced the concepts, stories, culture and mestfound in the New
Testament or shade light on what happened in the Nestament.

8
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However, these writings must not be considered ad pf New
Testament or word of God because their purposeaa@mptive history
as the biblical books. They do not reveal a hosgdry.

Self-Assessment Exercise 9

1) What is the difference between content and coraéxhe New
Testament?

2) You have come across the word “God’s Revelationhynames
in this discussion. Check any theological dictignar textbook
and define the term and also note the two aspett&od’s
revelation.

4.0 CONCLUSION

Theology is the study of God. The object of theglaggthe Triune God
and his creation, including especially human bend how they relate
to God and the entire creation. God is not likecdject that can be
researched in the laboratory. In our study of Goel,must confess that
God is greater and more mysterious than anythirigeruniverse. What
we know about him, is what he has revealed to tss 1B to say our
knowledge of God is limited. God has revealed hiftbeough general
and special revelation. General revelation is #lédisclosure of God
through nature, history and human conscience veipieial revelation is
the man infestation of God through miraculous esiedivine speeches
and of course his son Jesus Christ. The sourcki®ig the Bible. All
the branches of theology seek to provide a clear @mprehensive
redemption of the Christian faith in terms that antelligible to the
wide culture and to present the reality of God @hdst.

50 SUMMARY
In this unit | have discussed five branches of ibgpthesdnclude;

1. Systematic theology — as known as doctrine

2. Historical Theology — Study of the history b&tChristian faith

3. Philosophical Theology — The use of philosoghitools to
understand the Christian faith.

4. Practical Theology — Deals with issues likeagteng, education,
counselling taking care of the poor and the sick.

5. Biblical Theology — Studies the books of thed Gind New
Testament and what they say about God and Chxsty
Testament Theology is a child of Biblical Theology
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It should be noted that we have not treated evenytthat goes by the
name theology here. We have other things like Nétiheology,

Process Theology, Liberation Theology, Black ThggloFeminist

Theology and many others. | have also providedd#fenition of New

Testament Theology and made it clear that New Te=ta Theology is
based on the New Testament materials and as sach it only one
single Theology of the New Testament.

6.0 TUTOR-MARKEDASSIGNMENT

1. Discuss the nature and structure of New Testaffeeology

2. What is the relationship between Biblical ahd New Testament
Theology. In answering the question, explain bothligal and
New Testament Theology.

3. What is the difference between Systematic andtoHical
Theology?
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

In the last unit, we said that New Testament thgplacame out of
Biblical theology and in discussing systematic tbgg we mentioned
that before the reformation all theology was ofidis presupposes that
theology in general and New Testament too have ngote some
development. Development is a normal process foh ghings. The
ages of scholarship in the history of the churclmewtbe Middle Ages
and the Reformation era. In the Middle Ages, etlanavas wholly in
the hands of the Church and the Church prescrilted was studied.

After the Reformation there was more freedom faellactual pursuit.
This gave way for more different views of the Biblhe 19'and 2¢
centuries witnessed the use of scientific methodsttaly the Bible.
Some of these methods display negative attitudebeostudy of the
Bible, while others display positive attitudes. Kifit this period, others
sought to find the best method to study the NewaFeent. Looking at
what happened within this time, many questions ctanmind like; is
the freedom of scholarship and intellectual purbad? How far should
people be exposed to the materials that have thdetey of leading
someone to a wrong view? This warns us that weldHmicautious of
what we read. One of the things you learn from thng is the respect
for tradition. | think it is important that we shHdurespect our Church
tradition.

11
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20 OBJECTIVES

By the end of this unit that you should be able to:

° Trace the development of New Testament theologynfrthe
Middle Ages through the Reformation Era.

o State the relationship between Biblical CriticistndaNew
Testament Theology.

o Identify the differences between the various brasobf biblical
criticism.

o List the pros and cons of each method of the stodyNew
Testament Theology.

J Identify the best method for the study of New Tostat
Theology

3.0 MAINCONTENT

3.1 TheMiddle Agesand the Reformation Era

Beginning from the period after the apostolic Hretighout the middle
ages, the church was mostly concerned with dognihiology at
the detriment of other branches of theology. Dogen#iteology was
founded on the Bible and church tradition. Biblitda¢ology was only
used as it informed dogmatic theology. It can bectaled that at that
time the church had little or no interest in Biblitheology: the church
attached greater importance to Tradition than Bablievidence. No
freedom of interpretation was allowed to the indal scholars and the
discipline of exegesis was non-existent. No one wallewed to
challenge the teachings of the church.

Biblical theology and consequently New Testamenblbgy have their
beginnings in the Reformation Era when the refosmbegun to
challenge the unbiblical character of dogmatic kbhgp The core tenet
of the reformers waSola Scripturathe Scripture alone. They made the
Bible the sole authority of life and death. Thegisted that theology
must be based on the Bible alone. This spirit efréformers led to the
study of the languages of the Bible and the roldistory in Biblical
Theology. The reformers also instituted the litemathod of biblical
interpretation which led to the beginning of a yrdiblical theology.
Emphasis was on the historical grammatical methidte study of
Greek, Hebrew and the writings of the Church Fathegre given pre-
eminence. No distinction was made between Old aed Nestament
theology; however, the reformers emphasized the validitglbparts of
the Bible and the authority of the Bible over tbthe church.

12
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Self-Assessment Exercise 1

1. What do we mean by the Middle Ages in the Histofytlwe
Church? Check in theological dictionaries or thgaal books to
find out the years allocated to this period.

Define the term Reformation.

3. Exegesis is a technical term in the study of Newtdment.
Familiarize yourself with the term by defining it.

N

3.2 ThePost-Reformation

In the period after the Reformation, protestantolbgians used the
Bible as a mere proof- texts to support the varidostrines of the
church. They paid more attention to the contentslass to the context
which in this case is the historical backgroundwhich Christian
theology developed. The Enlightenment movement lue tise of
Rationalism had great impact on the development Biblical
theology. Elwell reports that “the beginning of Ikl theology came
after the Enlightenment within German pietism. Timend replaced
faith as a controlling factor, and the historicatical method is
developed” (Elwell 1984:768). Rationalism challedgriperstition and
viewed the Bible from an objective point. Througie influence of J.P
Gabler (1789), biblical theology was severed froogmatic theology.
This led the church to pay more attention to Newstdment
theology. Another scholar by name William Wrede 918 made a
thorough going attempt and insisted that theologgtrbe studied in its
historical context.

A diversion to the correct way of studying New Basent theology was
led by Rudolf Bultmann. He is usually called thathier of liberation.
Bultmann said that the historical Jesus is sigaritty different from the
one portrayed in the Gospel. Historically, Jesus waly a Jewish
prophet who preached the imminent end of the wamidl warned people
concerning the impending judgment. Jesus nevelhtaihgt he was the
messiah or son of God. However, he possessed awlwsiening reality
of God and was conscious that he was the bear&odfs word in the
end times. Consequently, Bultmann concluded treti#sus we find in
the gospel did not exist inistory; he is only a mythological construction
of the early church. Therefore, he embarked on vamgathe myth from
Jesus and says Jesus has no theology. The onlgdlgdwe finds in the
New Testament is that of Paul. The process of remgomyth is called
demythologization. This involves the elimination ehiracle and
supernatural element in the Bible because thesaareompatible with
laws fixed by nature to govern the universe.

13
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Bultmann taught that the Biblical worldview and sclission of
supernatural activities belong to the pre-scientiige which is
unacceptable to the modern scientific mind. Bultmarsisted that the
pre-existence of Christ, his deity, the virgin bhjrthis sinlessness,
atonement, resurrection, ascension, the doctrindaeofHoly Spirit and
his power, the Trinity and original sin must becdigled as myths.
When this is done then Christ becomes only an argliman like any
one of us.

Self-Assessment Exercise 2

1. It is important that you know a few New Testamdmalogians.
Check on the internet and in textbooks and lideast 10 New
Testament theologians.

2. Bultmann thinks that the Bible and science are in
disagreement, and miracles cannot happen. Whay@arsay to
show that his view is not right?

3. In your study of this material so far, can you n@mone or two
theologians that you think do not have a true baliheology?

3.3 Biblical Criticism and New Testament T heol ogy

The Greek word from which criticism comes fromkigsis. The word

simply means “a judgment”. Biblical criticism meamsking intelligent

judgment about historical, literary, textual andlgdophical questions
that one faces when studying the Bible. In faaptbgy arises from the
freedom and responsibility of the Christian comnyito inquire about
its faith in God. This means that theology is namare repetition of
traditional doctrines, but a persistent searchtter truth to which they
point and which they only partially and brokenlypeass.

Anselm defines theology a%-ides quaerens intellectuini.e. ‘faith
seeking understanding.” We know we are saved bygtiaee of God
through faith, and we seek to know what this mea@hristian faith
asks questions about God, ourselves and the wénud. we seek
provisional answers. True faith keeps on seekingasmking. We are not
fideism — no inquiry but simply believing. Theolodierefore that
grows out of the Christian faith incites reflectiamquiry and pursuit of
the truth not yet possessed, or partially posseS3seblogy should not
aim at asking questions like how many angels cacel@n the head of
a pin, or questions that seek to make clever distins and win debates,
or make elegant arguments, we must desist fronchkleth insensitive
and overly intellectualized theology. Our theologhould be a
theology that transform hearts, leads us to unfyedliacceptance of
what the Bible teaches and uncompromising trustha Holy Spirit.
This does not mean we are to lubliolatry, rather we have to test the
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spirits to see whether they are from God. Questant reflections of
the theologians should not replace trust in God &cit as critical
ingredients that help to distinguish faith from mdHusion or pious
evasion. On the whole, theology without praxi®mpty; and praxis
without theory is blind.

In this sense a sound theology of the New Testammargt involve
Biblical criticism. According to F.F Bruce, crit&in is a term that refers
to “a number of techniques employed in the studwften documents
in order to establish as far as possible theirimaigtext, the literary
categories to which they are assigned, their ssunperpose, and so
forth” (Bromiley 1979: 817 Vol.1). These techniques argfulin the
study of the Bible.

It must be noted also that Biblical Criticism hdsoadisplayed negative
attitudes to the study of the Bible, especiallyie doctrine and history
of the Bible. Extreme position destroys the trustivoess of the
historical records. The implication of this is thate must be careful
with the application of the techniques of Bibldicism.

The Bible is the word of God communicated to usdigh human
words. The negative side of Biblical criticism dasst realize this. It
insists that the Bible must only be viewed as humands and not the
word of God. Biblical criticism is not to criticizwe word of God but to
understand it better. One thing to note about ¢ablcriticism is that it
started as a reaction to non-critical and superabdtic attitude to the
study of the Bible. George Ladd said, “The Biblen che rightly
understood only by those who accept its basic ngessand this requires
the response of faith as well as a historical sdiermethodology” The
New Testament Criticisfl). Biblical criticism embraces many critical
disciplines that will be considered briefly here.

Self-Assessment Exercise 3

1) In what ways have people criticized the Biblagt las many as
you can remember.

2) You have come across the word science or stientany times
by now, does the Bible have anything to do witlesce? Think
about this carefully before you answer.

3.3.1 Textual Criticism

Textual criticism is also called lower criticismhi§ critical discipline
seeks to determine the original wording of the Nl@stament, what the
authors really meant their original words and aogiform. Basically, it
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is an effort to recover the original text. It islpfell in producing sound
explanation of the Bible passages.

Biblical explanation is technically known as exageBiblical theology

Is based on sound exegesis and a sound exegésisad on a reliable
text. In essence, textual criticism helps to esthbbr arrive at an
accurate text. This is real and true biblical tbggl

Self-Assessment Exercise 4
Summarize the advantages of Textual Criticism.
3.3.2Linguisticcriticism

Linguistic criticism seeks to understand the megroh words in their
original language. In the case of New Testamerdltiyy, the study and
understanding of Greek is very important. The Neestdment was
written in Greek. It was a Greek that was differéndm the
contemporary Greek used at that time. It was &g@goial, common
Greek known a&oine. It has its own distinct vocabulary, syntax, style,
form of words and idioms. Because of its distinetimature, some
scholars call it “the language of the Holy Ghost”.

A critical study of the New Testament using thesertific tools shed
more light and enlightened our understanding on rtieaning of the
word of God and the nature of the New Testamermjuage.

Self-Assessment Exercise 5

1. What are the benefits of using the language thatkpow best?

2. Familiarize yourself with the distinctive nature tfe Koine
Greek.

3.3.3 Form Criticism

Form criticism assumes that the material, espgctak stories in the
gospels the life, death, resurrection, parables otherhiegs were first
passed on orally before they were written. Forntictsin therefore
studies the various literary forms which the orabition assumed as it
was passed from mouth to mouth. It helps to deterntine oral pre-
history of written document or source and clasdifie materials
according to various forms or categories of nasretior discourse.
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Self-Assessment Exercise 6

In our country many so called “illiterates” knowethBible. What
methods do they employ to keep the Bible storigkéir hearts or teach
them to their children? Is this similar with whappened in the past?

3.3.4 Historical Criticism

This is the aspect of biblical studies that is ligyuaisleading and when

wrongly used leads to a destruction of the trutidgb of the word of

God. Historical criticism tests the historical worbf the documents
which set forth the religion of the Bible. The aotifjge here is to

discover the religious life operative at the tirhe New Testament was
written. It gives insight into the essence of neligand the essence of
historical facts.

It is important to understand that the word of Geas given to men

through historical events, personages and proceddas very fact

demands a historical criticism. Historical crititidelps one familiarize
with the historical context such as the culturagcial and religious

environments. While engaging in historical critrois one must

understand that history include divine interventiGod has created the
world and the world is still under his control. Has created the world
with the possibility of miracles. Miracles are natcidents. They are
part of his eternal decrees. Real history musbeagainst miracles.

3.3.5 Literary Criticism

This is also known as higher criticism. It is thudying of the
authorship, state or mode of the writer, place dfing, the recipients,
style, sources, integrity and the purpose of theleBpassages. All of
these contribute greatly to the understanding & Bible and the
development of a sound New Testament Theology.

3.4 Methodsof New Testament Theol ogy

Scholars are not in agreement with the method aflyshg New
Testament theology. Scholars take different apgresd¢o achieve their
goals. It should be noted that each method hageékness and strength.
We shall consider a few of these methods:

3.4.1 The Synthetic M ethod

Scholars using this method trace basic theoloditwaines through the
records of the Bible in order to know their devetegmnt throughout the
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Biblical period. The strength of this method istthgreserves the unity
of the Bible. The weakness is that one can forcedificial pattern
upon the NT materials.

Self-Assessment Exercise 7

Make a list of five themes or topics that you thark outstanding in the
New Testament.

3.4.2 TheAnalytical Method

Here scholars study the theology of individual imes of the Bible and
notes the unique presentation of each section. &yions, we are
referring to blocks like the Synoptic Gospels, Ad&astoral Epistles,
Captivity Epistles, etc. The strength here is thia meaning or
theological understanding of individual authorstbé Bible is made
known. The weakness of this method is that theradial diversity and
no cohesion.

Self-Assessment Exercise 8

1) Which of the letters of Paul are called Pastepastles?
2) Another name for Captivity Epistle is Prisonidfies. List those
letters that fall under this block.

3.4.3 Historical Method

This method studies the development of religioesgin the life of the
people of God. Its strength is to show that therea icommunity of
believers behind the Bible while its weakness it tih is subject to
artificial reconstruction by the scholar.

Self-Assessment Exercise 9

What is the main community of believers behindNlesv Testament?
3.4.4 Christological Method

Under this method, Christ is made the centre ombkaeutical key of the
Old and New Testaments. The value of this methdldesecognition of
the true and key figures of the Bible. The problisnthe tendency to
spiritualize passages and force interpretationghvare foreign to them.
For instance, one may fall into the danger of gpéd® many types of
Christ in the Old or New Testament.
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Self-Assessment Exercise 10
List at least five types of Christ in the Old Tesét.
40 CONCLUSION

The effort of this unit was to trace the developtr@nNew Testament
Theology. We have established that in the past. dfhech had more
interest in the study of dogmas and little attamtias given to Biblical
theology. It was during the Reformation that theuth gave much
attention to Biblical studies. In the middle Agls Bible suffered some
level of neglect. Church tradition was the main rseuof dogmatic
theology. This Bible was only used to support dogrtheology.

The reformers, on the other hand, emphasized tleeasthority of the
Bible and insisted it was the only rule for lifedafaith. The reformation
gave birth to the freedom and responsibilitiesha thurch community
to inquire about its faith in God. Through thise tbthurch ventured into
a critical study of the word of God to understamel word of God better.
Critical study of the Bible led to the study of Bdal languages
including their forms and styles, and the histofytlee events in the
Bible

50 SUMMARY

New Testament theology has a long history behindstwe saw in the
last unit, it came out of Biblical theology. Bikdictheology started in
the reformation and continued after the reformatitm the post-
reformation era, scholars adopted different apgrea¢o understand the
theology of the New Testament. One outstanding lachthat we
discussed is Rudolf Bultmann. Bultmann believed tagyht that the
New Testament contained a lot of myths which mestiscarded. His
project is called demythologization of Bible.

The 19" and 20" centuries witnessed the appearance of Biblical
criticism. This discipline helps in the understargliof the New
Testament, but also contributed negatively by umidng the
trustworthiness of biblical history and doctrinablial criticism is a
discipline that covers, textual, linguistic, forimistorical, and literary
criticism.

Part of the development of New Testament Theologg w0 find a
suitable method. A number of methods were devikediever, in this
unit we dealt only with the synthetic, analyticdijstorical and
Christological methods.
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6.0 TUTOR-MARKEDASSIGNMENT

1. Rudolf Bultmann is one of the Liberal scholars whr@sent a
wrong understanding of New Testament Theology. W&schis
demythologization theory and his view of the Newstéaenent
stories generally.

2. Discuss any three methods of the study of New hemstd
Theology and state their strength and weakness.

3. Explain what Biblical Criticism attempts to do alnst with little
explanation the branches of biblical criticism yave studied.
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

You will recall that in the last two units we alledl to the fact that there
are good and bad ways of approaching New Testambablqy;
and each of the method suggested has its prosarsd ¥ou will also
recall that some theologians have suggested thate ttare many
theologies of the New Testament. This unit makescamtrary
conclusion. It will show the basis of the unity dfew Testament
Theology and Kerygma as the basis of New Testathexaiogy. There
are two important issues here, the person of J&usst and his
message which include the life, ministry, deathumesction, and
ascension into heaven. These are responsible ®orutfity of New
Testament Theology

20 OBJECTIVES

By the end of this unit you should be able to:

o Identify the one who is the central figure of Newsfament
Theology.
o Account for how the mission of Christ has contrédzutto the

unity of New Testament Theology.
o Defining Kerygma

21



CRS324 NEW TESTAMENT THEOLOGY

J Shows the link that Kerygma has provided between @id
Testament, the Gospels and the apostles.

3.1 Basic Unity of New Testament T heol ogy

The New Testament is written by different authtosjifferent audience
with different messag; and there are also many themes in New
Testament Theology. Yet, it is generally acceptédt tthe New
Testament is a unit. New Testament theologiansgreze the divergent
testimonies of the New Testament books, but theyehalways
identified the unifying principles or elements vittthe diversity of the
New Testament books. Some of the unifying pringpde elements to
be considered include:

3.1.1 TheKey Figure

The key to the unity of the New Testament Theolisgye centrality of
Christ. He is the main binding force throughout Mew Testament. No
part of the New Testament is intelligible or reaedale apart from Christ.
Every part of the New Testament portrays him. ThewvNlestament
portrays different aspects and nature of Christhsas his divinity,
humanity, Messiahship, Sonship, and Lordship. Akkse show his
completeness and sovereignty. He is also the ceft@od’s dealing
with humans. That is why he has divine and humdaraa. The divine
and human natures of Christ are very important gwNTlestament
theology. It is through these natures that Chaptesents and identifies
with God and humans. Below are some of the charatts of his
divine and human natures.

Divine Characteristics

1. Possesses Divine Attributes
*He is eternal (Johm:1; 8:58; 17:5).
*Omniscient (Johri6:30; 21:17).
*Omnipotent, John 5:19

2. Possesses Divine Offices
*Creator (John:3, 10; Col 1:15, 16).
*Sustainer (Col 1:17).

3. Possesses Divine Prerogatives
* Forgives sins — Matt 9:2, Luke 7:47
* He executes Judgment — John 5:22
4. Possesses Divine Names

* | am — John 8:58

* Alpha and Omega — Rev 22:13
*Immanuel — Matt 1:22

*Son of Man — Matt 9:612:8
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*Son of God — John 10:36
*Lord — Matt 7:2% Luke 1:43
*God - Johnl:1; 2 Petl; John 10:30; 17:5

Human Char acteristics

1. Had a human birth — born of a virgin (Matt 1:1B-Luke 1:30-
38)

2. Had human development - grew and become stronge( RuBO-
52)

3. Had essential elements of hum&ature; Body Matt 26:12;
John 2:21), Reason and will (Mat:38; Mark 2:8)

4, Had sinless infirmities of humanature; became weary (John
4:6); hungry (Matt 2:21); thirsty (John19:28); tempted (Mati;
Heb 2:18).

5. Was called man (Johin30; 4:9; 10:38).

The New Testament presents him as the centre pited in the Old
Testament as well. John said that Christ existedhfthe beginning.
The testimony of the New Testament is that the dvavls created
through him. Christ testified that before Abrahamswhe was. He was
also working through the Old Testament prophets alhaf the Old
Testament looked forward to his coming.

Self-Assessment Exercise 1

1. What are the characteristics of Christ divine anchéin natures?
2. Explain the term sovereignty of God.

3.1.2 TheMission of Christ

The importance of the New Testament is that istedl the relevance and
importance of the salvation that Christ effected cum behalf. The
mission of Christ was to break the power of theildeée destroy sin,
and enable man to come back to God. God in Cheisbnciled the
world to himself. This reconciliatory work is redat to us in various
ways throughout the New Testament. Christ's workredemption is
the focus of every writer of the Bible. This is wha called the
doctrine of atonement. Atonement means the makihgamend;
making up for error or deficiency. Christ making igp the sins of the
world by his death on the cross. This is the reasby Christ came
or became man. It brings to us the assurance afajuation.

Through his death, Christ substituted for sinnBestook our place, he
bore the penalty of our sins (John 3:86; 15:13; Eph.1:3; Heb. 2:9).
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He has brought reconciliation between man and Gadough his
death, God’'s attitudes towards man have changeah tostility to
friendship and sonship (Rom. 5:10: 2 Cor. 5:1020; Eph.2:16; Col.
1:20-22). He fulfilled the law on our behalf (Adts:10; Rom. 1:16-17
3:21-2231; 4:5, 11, 13-16, 23 — 24, Gal. 3:8).

His death brought victory for us over death andirdged all powers
(John12:31; 16:11; Eph. 2:13-14), and reconciliation between God and
man, Jews and Gentiles (Col. 3:11), and broughveusal peace (1
Cor. 15:27-28).

Christ death is capable of saving everyone. Héhés gropitiation and
saviour of the whole world. The gospel is sincerptgsented to all
people and the love of God is toward the whole &atl Tim.4:10; 1
John 2:2, Isaial$3:6; John 1:29, Matt24:14; 28:19; Acts 1:8; 17:30.
Even though His death is capable of saving all aticire saved by it. It
has effect only on who accept. Only these peopleenjoy the benefit
of his death. The atonement provides salvation émiyhis people, for
his sheep, his friends, the Church, and the btiu, is, those that his
Father has given him (Matt:21; John 10:15, Act30:28; Eph. 5:25).

Self-Assessment Exercise 2

What are the things that are in the way of our gogdtionship with
God?

3.1.3 Theldea of Community

This has its root in the Old Testament where trapjeeof God formed a
community of God's people guided by rules and ratyoihs. Christ
came to establish a community of believers who laasieep fear of God
in them. This new community is bonded together bg blood of
Christ just like the old community was bonded bwv.larhis new
community strives to avoid the mistakes of the ommunity that
spoilt their relationship with God. The community lmelievers is the
Body Christ. This is a body of unity knitted solidby faith and
action. The Bible does not present this body lgos€he implication
is that the church should protect this unity andiédwanything that
would create disunity among believers.

Self-Assessment Exercise 3

Mention four or five things that you think are resgible for disunity
among the community of God’s people.
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3.1.4 FutureHopeand Fulfilment Motif

The New Testament is forward looking from Chrisstficoming. The
picture is that of looking back to the cross butward to the second
coming. This hope of the second coming alerts asgiies us to have
firm faith in Christ. The second coming occupiesimportant position
in the teaching of Jesus and the preaching of plostkes. It is the most
widely taught doctrine in the New Testament. Almegtry book of the
New Testament has something to say about it. Theranany parables
that Christ used to teach or explain the naturdisfsecond coming.
This include parable of the Tenants (Mark 12t2}- the Ten Virgins
(Matt 25: 113); the Separation of the Goats and Sheep (Matt 28531
the Rich Fool (12:13); the Faithful and Wise Manager (Luke 12:35-
48; and the Shrewd Manager Luke 16: 1-15). Chrisll $88 coming
will be unexpected. He will come like a thief. Thefare, he warned his
disciples to watch and be alert. The second conliagtwo faces;
reward for the righteous and punishment for thekadgc One’s place in
the second coming will depend on his or her prebentThe nature of
expectation of the second coming among Christiaiffersl but
nevertheless forms a unity. The future hope hotgdstk the present in
the New Testament. The present need of the Chrigtidemanded and
controlled by the future.

In a similar way, the coming of Christ which waggicted in the Old
Testament is fulfilled in the New Testament. As thew fulfilled the
Old so will the second coming fulfil our presenaiyings. The cross of
Christ unites the present with the past and theadut

Self-Assessment Exercise 8

Read Luke 12:33-48 and describe the nature of @heecond coming
and mention what is expected of believers.

3.1.5 TheHoly Spirit

New Testament Theology is bonded together by thdy Hepirit.
Everything is done by and through the Holy Spide was at work in
Christ and in believers. The Holy Spirit gives imgato the coming of
Christ, interprets the reality of Christ saving Wdo us, sanctifies us,
and applies the accompanied work of Christ to usuith a way that we
are made one with Christ in his death and resuorecthe unity of the
Christian community is made possible only throughltdoly Spirit.
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Self-Assessment Exercise 9

We are going to talk much about the Holy Spirithis course. For now
find a theological dictionary and write in your abbok what you find
about the Holy Spirit

3.2 Kerygmaasthe Basefor New Testament Theology

The term Kerygma comes from a Greek word which mearpreach or

proclaim the gospel. It means the content of Clanspreaching as well

as the act of preaching the word. Different theilng have different

views about Kergyma. Rudolf Bultmann teaches thattygma is the act

of removing the myth from the gospel. To him, thHei€tian message as
contained in the NT has false or fake stories tiesd to be removed.
According to him, it was the church that createsl Kerygma and made
Jesus the messiah. C.H Dodd on the other handasdicat Kerygma is

the real word of God.

The question that will be answered now is how Karggorms the base
of New Testament Theology.

Self-Assessment Exercise 4

What is the content of Christian preaching?

3.2.1 Kerygmaas Testimony of the Old Testament

Kerygma is a means of witnessing the fulfilmentlod Old Testament.
In his inauguration speech, Christ said the progkdsmessiah has
come. The Apostles also proclaimed that the meghiaihthe prophets
had prophesized has come, worked, died, was bumsdsrected, and
has ascended into heaven according to the scriptliteerefore, what
the Old Testament prophesized about him has bédidietl

Self-Assessment Exercise 5

Do you recall the Old Testament prophets that pesed about Christ?
Mention only two.
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3.2.2 The Content of the Kerygma

This has to do with the total message of the ap®siThey proclaimed
that Jesus, the messiah, came from the seed ofiD&le was the
servant of the Lord whom Isaiah spoke about (Is4-32), he is the
son of God, Lord of Lords, and king of kings. Hisffering, death,
resurrection, and ascension into heaven were iordance with the
scriptures. They proclaimed that he has ascendedhieaven but will
come back again to judge the living and the dead.

Self-Assessment Exercise 6

Read Isa 53:1-12 and write down in summary form tthiegs Christ
suffered for the sake of humanity.

3.2.3 Kerygmaasalink

Through Kerygma which is about the life and ministf Christ, the
apostle linked the Gospels and the Epistles. Tlsthgs proclaimed that
they preach nothing but Christ and that their mgsdaanged on the
resurrection of Christ. Thus, the life of Christvad as a link to the
teachings of the Apostles.

Self-Assessment Exercise 7

1) We have mentioned the word apostles many timnesour
discussion now. Find out the meaning of this wond any
dictionary of your choice.

2) Inyour note, write the names of apostles kimow.

40 CONCLUSION

In the last unit, it was established that thera single theology of the
New Testament. This unit finds the basis of theyuoi New Testament
Theology. Our Lord Jesus Christ is at centre ofwhele Bible not just
the New Testament. In the beginning, Christ wasolved in the

creation, and at the fall of man, he was promigetd the saviour of
humanity. Many Old Testament prophets predicateccbming and that
was fulfilled in the New Testament. Christ is thek|between Old and
New Testament.

The goal of New Testament theology is to preseatréality of Christ,
make known his mission and his message of salvafioa whole of the
New Testament is about Christ and no part of ihislligible without
him.
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5.0 SUMMARY

In this unit we look at the basis of the unity cfW Testament Theology
and we saw that the key to the unity of the Newtareent theology is
the centrality of Christ. The New Testament is dbthe life and
ministry of Christ, his mission to bring salvatida humanity, his
ministry to establish a community of believers, aintboks forward to
the second coming of Christ.

The Holy Spirit binds New Testament theology togetiWe also saw
that Kerygma, which is the proclamation of the goesvs of salvation
in Jesus Christ, is the base of New Testament dhggolKerygma
testifies that the Old Testament is fulfilled witie coming and work of
Christ. The content of Kerygma has to do with tfe Iministry, death,
and resurrection of Jesus Christ. This is whatathestles also preached
and taught.

6.0 TUTOR-MARKEDASSIGNMENT

1. There are five things that form the basis @& thnity of New
Testament Theology. Choose any three and disduss tin
details.

2. What is Kerygma and its content?

7.0 REFERENCES FURTHER READINGS

Bromiley, Geoffery. (1985).Theological Dictionary of the New
Testament. Grand Rapids: William Eerdmans Publishing
Company.

Guthrie, Donald. (1981)New Testament Theolagy.eicester: Inter
Varsity Press.

Ladd, George Eldon (1984A Theology of the New Testame@tand
Rapids: William Eerdmans Publishing Company

28



CRS 324 MODULE 1

UNIT 4 OLD TESTAMENT AND JEWISH
BACKGROUND TO NEW TESTAMENT
THEOLOGY

CONTENTS

1.0  Introduction

2.0 Objectives

3.0 Main Content
3.1 The Old Testament Background
3.2  The Apocalyptic Literature
3.3  The Qumran community
3.4  The Apocrypha Books
3.5 Rabbinic Studies

4.0 Conclusion

5.0 Summary

6.0 Tutor-marked Assignment

7.0 References/Further Readings

1.0 INTRODUCTION

In unit 3 we discussed the unity of New Testamdraology. We closed
by saying that Kerygma testifies to the Old Testainaand through that
the link between the Old and New Testament is &shkadd. This unit
takes you deeper into the relationship between @& and New
Testaments. The Old Testament belongs to the Jgweisple. They did
not only have the Old Testament in their tradititrey also had other
religious literature that had spiritual teachings the people. All these
form the foundation and background to the New Tasta. Christianity
Is traceable to the Jewish tradition and this Jewackground witnesses
to the fact that Christianity is not a new religiémthis unit and the next
you will be exposed to extra biblical materials.eTimaterials of these
units show you that God can use whatever and whesd® wishes to
build and expand his kingdom. A warning that neéadlsbe taken
seriously is that these other Jewish literaturetmos be considered to
having equal authority with the Bible. It is impant to note that
Protestants and Roman Catholics do not agree omutierity of the
Apocrypha books. While the Roman Catholics acckptnit as part of
the sacred word of God, the Protestants reject therthe ground that
they were not quoted by the New Testament writershe Apostolic
Fathers. In any case, these books have made gostntributions.
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20 OBJECTIVES

By the end of this unit you will be able to:

o Account for the relationship between the Old andwN
Testament.

J Identify the contributions of the Jewish literattioethe coming of
Christ.

o List the terms and concepts in the New Testamenttiere taken

from or influenced by Jewish literature.
J Know the Apocrypha books by heart.

3.1 TheOld Testament Background

There is a close relationship that exists betwden ®ld and New
Testaments. In fact, the New Testament complee©tll Testament as
if the last part of the Old Testament should rédo, be continued.”
There are many Old Testament prophecies that &#ikefiliin the New
Testament. For these reasons it can be said tietNéw Testament was
in the OId concealed, the Old is in the New rewvedlé can also be
said, “The New is hidden in the Old, but the Oléxposed in the New.”
In the Old Testament Christ was active but not kmdoy name. In the
New he is known as someone who was alive and aativihe Old
Testament. Other relationship between the Old Thesth and New
Testament include:

Quotations

There are many Old Testament quotations that anedféhroughout the
New Testament. Many of the promises made in the gdddfulfilled in

the New. The New Testament used the Old Testamerbcaipture.
Christ and the Apostle based much of their exegesisthe Old
Testament which was their Bible at that time.

The Use of Old Testament Concepts

The New Testament takes many concepts from the deigeloped and
gave them new interpretation. Some of these coa@ptthe Son of the
Man, logos,righteousness, Yahweh, and love.

The Son of Man in the Old Testaments sometimesgdéea man not
identified. In the New Testament the Son of Marerefto Christ and it
Is a title of honour. Thidgostheology of John is another Old Testament
concept. Many theologians trace this to wisdom @né€sis and Proverbs
other than from the Gnostic and Qumran community.the Old
Testament righteousness was an outward act bakeepmng the law of
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God. In the New Testament it is an inward act, @eas relationship
with God, and something that manifest itself ingical living.

The OIld Testament religion is ever present in tlesvNestament. The
belief in one God was developed by Moses and coetirio the end of
the New Testament. God is never called by his sacane ‘Yahweh
but Lord, Adonai Another important tradition is the claim to be a
chosen race. In the New Testament, Israel still beekhe claim that they
are the chosen people. They had a strong convithi@inas children of
Abraham, they had better privileges than any othee. The pride of
being sons of Abraham gave them the confidencehlegtwill never be
rejected. In the new dispensation, the Jews styohneld to their hope
and conviction. This idea was combated in the Nestdment (Luke
3:8; John 8:38-39, Rom 2:28; 9:7-8). The New Testament taught
that Children of Abraham are people who have féite Abraham
whether they are Jews or not. Paul as a Jews |dokesrd to the time
that Israel will be brought back into the fold. ptesent, Israel is only
experiencing God’s temporary and partial exclugom 11).

Associated with this is the high regard for thedlaof Israel and
Jerusalem. It was very difficult for the apostleddave their nation for
the mission in the gentiles’ world. Christ oftedkéal about Jerusalem.
Jerusalem was a symbol of God's people. Christisputes were
referred to Jerusalem, and the apostles had tatrépor progress and
problems back to Jerusalem.

The Jewish law was alive and active in the Newdliesint. In the same
way, the interpreters of the law, the Scribes ddRharisees, occupied
a prominent position in the New Testament. Befoeedave a new
interpretation to the law, Christ said, he cametaatbolish the law but
to fulfil it and that not an iota will be droppetbin the law. Paul and
other apostles differ in their interpretation ok tlaw. James insisted
that all the law must be kept (James 2:10). Onwihele, the New
Testament considered the law as having an eteatiglity, the greatest
gift of God to hispeople; it is both grace and a duty, a privilege and not
a burden.

Sacrifices are still offered in the New Testamé&tirist took the place
of Old Testament sacrifices and he is the climathefNew Testament.

Self-Assessment Exercise 1

1. Scholars have agreed that in Old Testament Chastkmown as
the “Angel of the Lord”. Using a Bible Concordandist the
passages that mention the Angel of the Lord.
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2. Page through the New Testament and show where the N
Testament has quoted the Old Testament.
3. Summarize the Old Testament Concepts that are fourttie

New Testament.

3.2 TheApocalypticLiterature

During the inter-testament period (period betwelea ©ld and New
Testament), many writings were introduced to prefhae minds of the
people for the coming messiah. One group of sudlings was the
apocalyptic literature. The word apocalypse “meaaselation or
unveiling and normally refers to the kind of wrginthat gives a
revelation of hidden knowledge, particularly of Godontrol over when
and how history ends” (Ferguson 377). It concerrsldv history
especially as it affects God’s people. This kindlitdrature flourishes
especially in times of trial. It is written to hefpeople meet the issues
confronting them. To Israel, it was written to assthem that Israel was
still God’s chosen people and God was still jusd amerciful. The aim
of the writer was to strengthen faith and instilpbo Walter Elwell
defines apocalypse as “a book containing real legetl revelation of
heavenly secrets of the events which will atteredehd of the world and
the inauguration of the kingdom of God” (1984: 62).

An example of an apocalyptic literature is the bobRevelation. Other
features of apocalyptic are found in Mark; 11 Thess 4-5 and 1 Pet
4:7ff. These things served as a link between toheletic period and the
New Testament Era. Because of this, these bookeyetj much
recognition. Like the prophetic writings, the apgpéc literature
provided valuable inspiration to the people in thaiderstanding and
preparation for Christ, such a preparation candman sn their teaching
about the Son of Man and eschatology. These boaks called
pseudonymous —i.e., the author used false nanggsrigecognition.

Self-Assessment Exercise 2

In the Inter-Testamental period, the word of Godswat heard for a
long time. Check on the internet and in theologicabks and write
down the exact number of years that no body héwravord of God.

3.3 TheQumran Community

Qumran is a place by the shores of red sea. Cartaibers of Judaism
lived here about 100 years before Christ came, @rdinued living
there a number of years after the Christ events@hgere pious and
religious people. They collected books and butirthibrary. They had
priests and elders who made up the council for adtnation. The
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group practiced strict discipline based on the LaiMsloses. To become
a member of the group, one had to undergo puridicaPurification by
immersion was a constant practice. For this readwoey built pools.
They had a strong practice of taking oaths and sagalesus talked
about oath taking and swearing too.

The group lived under the influence that the end &t hand. They
interpreted the prophets as referring to their tiffieey looked forward
to the coming of a prophet and a messiah. The whobeip lived

awaiting God’s action in the world. One other cqidhat is found in

the New Testament is the “sons of light and sonslarkness.” The
Qumran made a distinction between the sons of lghd sons of
darkness. The Qumran was a very religious commuriMuch time

was spent reading the Bible and the Law. They gatha tens to read
the Bible in turns, and prayed day and night. Tleachers of
righteousness who were believed to have receivedknowledge from
God and the correct understanding of the Bible dantierpret for them.
The Qumran Community was a benevolent society. Theey special
programmes to take care of the poor and orphart,oftmer groups
rejected by the society. They also had varioustée&ne of them that
has some connections with the New Testament itetist of the blessed
wine and bread. It was close to the Lord’s Supped avas for

redemption and salvation.

Many of the New Testament books are said to haea b&fluenced by
the Qumran community. An access to the Qumran camtypnbias made
scholars date the gospel of John earlier than & #Wwught. Some
scholars even think John was a member of this camtynuSome
features of the Qumran piety can be noticed in Nlesv Testament
especially among the Pharisees. In the Qumran caorityras well as in
the New Testament, the Pharisees and the teacheighteousness
occupied a highly honoured position.

Self-Assessment Exercise 3

1. The practice to withdraw and live in isolation likRumran
community is known as asceticism. Read any dictipoa book
to find out what ascetic living involves.

2. Read the following passages and record the pracifc¢he
Pharisees. This will give you insight into the |déthe Qumran
community (Matt 23:13-32, Luke 11:39-54, Luke 184

3. Identify the social activities of the Qumran Comntyn
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3.4 TheApocryphaBooks

The Greek wordapokrypharefers to hidden things. There are thirteen
of them and in the early Church they were calledtSmle books.”
These are books that are not included in the Reste8ible and not
recognized as the word of God. The Roman Cathdfiogever, have
recognized them as Deutero-canonical books. Thesksbwere written
before the New Testament but are not quoted byNbw Testament
writers. Protestants insist that they were notinesp For if there were,
the New Testament writers would have quoted theneirTimportance
is that through their wisdom and poetic writingsyttprepared the mind
of the people for the coming of Christ. Apart fraimt, they have
historical accuracy and valuable moral teachingsSome of the
apocrypha include: 1&2 Esdras. Tobit, Judith, Adit to Esther,
Wisdom of Solomon, Sirach, Baruch, Letter of JesdmiAddition to
Daniel, Prayer of Manasseh, 1&2 Maccabees, 1&2 Enaad Jubilees.

Self-Assessment Exercise

1. Identify the importance of the Old Testament Ap@try.
2. Define the word Apocrypha using an English Dictigna

3.5 Rabbinic Studies

After the close of the Old Testament Bible or canoral tradition
developed among the Jews. They believed that thssamrue exposition
of the written law. The Jews trace oral tradititkask to the authority of
Moses. It was a general belief that they were nespalong with the
written law God gave to Moses. In this regard, tinre believed to
have the same binding authority upon the peoplegsigshe written law.
There were a group of people called Rabbi who aditat they were
given special wisdom and authority to interpretl dradition to the
people. During this time the rabbinic schools amftlence grew very
strong among the Jews. They prepared and produssaleowho were
very zealous in studying the word of God. One afhsperson was the
apostle Paul. They also produced a group calle@ehdots. The zealots
were a powerful political group at the time of GhriOther liberal
scholars believe that Christ was a member of thasig The Rabbinic
schools were in search for truth in one of themyl Faund the truth in
the free grace through Christ.

Self-Assessment Exercise 5

Rabbinic comes from the word Rabbi. Who did thesleall Rabbi in
the New Testament?
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4.0 CONCLUSION

New Testament theology is based on the New Testhamehthe New
Testament does not exist in isolation. The New afesnt is infinitely

connected to the Old Testament. The content ofNBesr Testament
testified to this itself there were also Jewiskerhture and religious
communities that have some connection with New araenht. These
shed light on the events and content of the Nevianesnt. Before God
does anything, he prepares the mind of the peapl&,fwarn them and
disclose it to them in many ways. Today we aredngllabout the second
coming of Christ God is equally preparing, warnargl disclosing it to
humanity in many ways.

50 SUMMARY

The study of the Testament background and the tHaéas Jewish

literature and community was to help you see theneotion between
the old and New Testament and the contributionsotbier Jewish

literature to the New Testament Theology. Manyhe toncepts in the
New Testament are taken from these. Apart from this Apocalyptic

literature and the Apocrypha books prepared thalsnof the people for
Christ. The Qumran helps us understand the pietigariNew Testament
and Rabbinic studies help to understand Paul'sdracid.

6.0 TUTOR-MARKEDASSIGNMENT

1. What happens between the old and New Testamenit tbert be
said, the old forms the background to New Testathent

2. Explain what we mean by rabbinic studies and thatioms of
these to the New Testament Theology.

3. Who were members of the Qumran Community and hasniiiet
Community influenced the New Testament?
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1.0 NTRODUCTION

This is a continuation of the background to the NEgtament. In this
unit we will concentrate on the Hellenistic contexere | will lead you
to the study of non-Christian religious and the ussac culture. The
religious situation outside the New Testament wdsat t of
contextualization and syncretism. You will see tldtilo, a Jewish
scholar, combined Greek and Jewish ideas and doadezed them to
the Old Testament Bible. Gnosticism also combinédgiian thoughts
with Greek Philosophy. In this unit, you will sdeetapostles making use
of the things that were well known to the peoplectmvey spiritual
truth. John Calvin calls this the “Principle of Asumodation”. This
simply means that in communicating his messaget@od came down
to our level of understanding. The usage of thadeuml activities
supports the dynamic method of biblical inspiration

The message of unit 4 and unit 5 is that positieélpegativity, we are
influenced by our world and its activities. We andluenced by the
religious, social and cultural environment aroursd This has a lot of
implications for our youth and Christian living. Womuch should we
copy from other cultures? We now live in the age imfiormation

technology. What should we take from the pagargicis? Are the
pagan religions completely bad?
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20 OBJECTIVES

o By the end of this unit you should be able to:

o Identify the influence of Philo on the New Testamen

o Identify the positive and negative influences ofo&icism.

o List the ideas and words of the New Testament asttomk from
Greek and Roman cultural and social activities.

. List the contributions of the mystery religions.

3.1 TheWork of Philo

Philo was an Alexandrian Jew who lived between ZDdhd 40 AD.

Alexandria was an intellectual centre in Egypt.t®leceived thorough
Greek education and also had good background insliergligion —

member of Jewish aristocracy. He loved intellecuatuits. He was a
Biblical commentator, an apologist for Judaism agidlosopher. He
wrote the history of God’'s people and expositiontbé law. He

employed the allegorical method of Biblical intexfation. He upheld
that the outward form of the law should be obserbed gave a
philosophical interpretation of the meaning of teeemonies.

Philo exercised considerable influence on New Testd studies. He
combined Greek ideals with those of the Jews amiegtualized them
to the OT. He made the Hellenists understand tiage ideas were OT.
He demonstrated his ideas through wide spread amddftic allegories.
Scholars say that the influence of Philo helpechdble Apostle develop
his logos theology. Philo on the other hand, gstldgosideas from a
Greek intellectual, Heraclitus. Heraclitus was fhist to use the term
logos in 500 BC in his explanation about the natofeGod. Philo
taught that thdogos was the mind or reason of Godogoswas an
aspect of God himself. He speculated that Godakiginge into a man.
Philo also had influence on the theology of thekobHebrews. The
author of Hebrews speaks of the earthly thingseasgopictures of the
heavenly realities. Philo himself accepted and ukedlatonic dualistic
theory that the true world lies behind the appaventd.

Self-Assessment Exercise 1
1. What is the meaning of the word allegory?
2. Who is the author of the Book of Hebrews? Do wevkrtbe

person or not?
3. Summarize the influence of Philo on the New Testame
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3.2 Gnosticism

Scholars are still debating when and from what @®@nosticism arose.
However, it is generally accepted that its begignipredates
Christianity. Gnosticism combined pagans and theiskethought and
later even Christian’s thoughts. Gnosticism wasopaufar movement
and had influence on the early Christian thoughie Tollowers of this
movement claimed certain wisdom and superior kndgde and taught
the inferiority of material world and practice ascism. This has
roots in the Greek dualism. It was believed the tmaterial world
was evil, inferior, and was the creation of an figie God. It has no
exalted position for the body. The spiritual wood the other hand was
good, superior and belonged to the good God redehbie Christ.
Following this, man was classified into twoagks; the spiritual and
the carnal. Only the spiritual will be saved. Tharitual have secret
knowledge. The carnal people are the pagans. 8aivist only for the
soul of spirit. The kingdom is God’s pleasure. Hparitual man has to
be alienated from the world together with his mifdhis is called
“Transcendentalism”.

Their practice and teaching about self-denial wesepted by New
Testament believers as the right way of living. IPaight also have
some Gnostic influence. This can be seen in hisigtent call for self-
denial, his teaching about perishable and impébighand mortal and
immortal bodies. Another concept in the New Testamiat has
Gnostics implication is the “fullness of God”, whics called in Greek
pleroma.Paul proclaimed that in Christ, we experience thnéss of
God.

The New Testament is also seen combating falsehitegs that bear
similarities to Gnosticism. Colossians, Pastoraisttgs and John’s
works opposed the serving of angels as mediateeset teaching, the
claim of superior knowledge, spiritual gifts, ddnid the doctrines of
creation, incarnation, and resurrection. They dse aalled those who
left the faith.

Self-Assessment Exercise 2

1. There are some religious groups in Nigeria today wbmbine
ideas from different religions like Gnosticism. Qofethem is the
Grail Movement or Message. Do you know of any dzher

2. Use your Concordance and find out where the Newahgnt
teaches self-denial and where words like perishainié
imperishable, mortal and immortal, are mentioned.
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3.3 Social and Cultural Practices

The New Testament emerged from the Greek and Ravoald. These
societies were full of cultural and social actes#ti The Greek and
Romans placed high premium on sports. There wergyriteeatres and
amphitheatres where people communed to watch \&sparts and the
displaying of human intelligence in various spheoéslife. Athletic
contest accompanied Greek religious festivals. Mebgious festivals
were accompanied or ended with contests.

This world had different classes of people. Theszenree citizens or
slaves, citizens and non-citizens, Greek and Jawesters and slaves,
the rich and the poor, men and women, etc. The Nestament also
speaks of some of these cultural activities likening, boxing, building,
and dressing. The different social classes ap@guently in the New
Testament. The New Testament attempts to closgaps between the
various social classes and accord each personsa sérdignity. It is
therefore believed that these are found in the Nlestament because of
the influence from the Hellenistic and Roman soeset

Self-Assessment Exercise 3

1. In what ways have your culture affected your demational
practices?

2. Are the musical instruments used in your denonmomatiifferent
from the ones used by your society for non-religi@ctivities
and ceremonies?

3. List the instruments that are similar.

4. What are the major classes of people in your demainain?

3.4 TheGreeksand Roman Religions

The Greeks and the Romans were very religious. Mmeghipped
living and non-living things. There was a god faelthing and it is
said that no one knew the number of gods the Graaklshe Roman
had. In Acts 17:16-23, Paul made mention of thise RAthenians had
idols everywhere. The Romans and the Greeks hduehignd lower
deities, private, individual and national gods. eyhhowever, had no
religious satisfaction in their worship. They didtrfind the fellowship
they wanted from these deities. They tried staligioms and emperor
worship, but these also failed.

Later, they turned to mystery religions that pradipersonal faith and

could bring immediate contact between man and dds §hese mystery
religions were mostly from the East. The outstagaines were:
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1. The cult of Cybele, the Great Mother, she came Azl

2. The cult of Osiris and Isis, these were Mother &ather gods
from Egypt

3. The cult of Mithraism came from Persia

Each of these originated from different places &litof them had a
number of characteristics that were alike.

1. Each was based or centred on a god who had diedwasd
brought back to life by people.

2. Each had rituals of symbols of sacred dramaticssighich must
be practiced among members.
3. Each maintained a brotherhood in which all classepeople

were considered equals.
Self-Assessment Exercise 4

1. What was the religion of your people before the eadvof
Christian?

2. Does that religion share anything in common withri§€tlan? If
yes, mention such things.

3.5 TheContributionsof Mystery Religions

Mystery Religions made valuable contributions te geople of the day
and influenced some of the concepts and practicesdf in the New
Testament. Some of these are:

1. The New Testament was influenced by the idea ohkguand
brotherhood. Members of the cults practiced brdyhlewe and
equality. Masters, slaves, women, men, the rich toed poor
were all alike and met on equal footing.

2. Desire for religious experience was one of the uiest of the
cults. Members were in close spiritual communicatrath the
deity. In the process of worship, they felt as hey were in
the world of spiritual reality.

3. These cults provided personal satisfaction to mesib&he
mystery religions promised personal immortality. riviers were
made to believe that if they are faithful, theylwikver die but
live in happiness forever.

The New Testament used many of these ideas. Peatipes equality of
believers and proclaimed that there is no slaveaster, men or women,
and Greek or Jew but all are one in Christ. Thasd® immortality and
union of Christ with his followers occupy an impamt position in the
New Testament. The New Testament teaches thast@miwill not die
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but only sleep in the Lord. Christ advised his glis not to be afraid
of those who can only kill the body but have no poto kill the soul or
the spirit.

Self-Assessment Exercise 5

1. Is there anything you would like Christian to addpmim the
religion of your people?

2. What are the things that make people follow onmgiei and not
the other?

40 CONCLUSION

The New Testament world was surrounded by the Greekl Roman
World. These have profound influence on the Newtaraent. Just as
we also do today, there were people like Philo who
contextualized the Bible. The Christian communippted many ideas
from Gnosticism, the most popular religion at thate and gave them
new meanings. To help the people at that time wwialed God’s
word, the Bible writers employed social and culkypeactices of the
Greeks and Romans to illustrate their points. Befttre coming of
Christianity in the Greek and Roman world, the peogere not
irreligious. Such is the feature of every grouppebple. The people
of the New Testament brought many of the ideas timyfrom these
religions into their new faith. This is not to sdlgat Christianity is
compatible with these religions. They took only whaas in
agreement with the revelation of God. They stroragposed the things
from these religions that were contrary to Chrigtia Christianity can
make use of the social and cultural activities lué secular world as
long as they do not undermine or destroy the messhgalvation.

50 SUMMARY

Human beings usually learn by beginning from theoviin before
moving to the unknown. Christ also employed thistimnd in his
teaching about spiritual things. This unit concated on the Hellenistic
background to the New Testament Theology. The baelps you to
understand the root of some New Testament praatideconcepts. We
can summary these contributions as follows:

o Philo — Helped in the understanding of the bookebrews.

o Gnosticism — Taught self-denial, movement from riie to
superior state, and influenced the teaching on rexpang the
fullness of God.

o Social and Cultural — Shed light on roots and waikis boxing,
running, building and on the different social ckss the Bible.
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The Greek and Roman gods, which were part of theteny religions,
teach us about equality, desire for religious elgmee, and union of
believers with the deity and other fellow humans.

6.0 TUTOR-MARKEDASSIGNMENT

1. What is the connection between Gnosticism and thexw N
Testament?

2. What is the nature and characteristics of the Greekl Roman
gods?

3. Mystery religions existed before and around thestohthe New
Testament. Discuss the ideas that the New Testanréats took
place from the religions.
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MODULE 2 THE KINGDOM OF GOD IN THE NEW

TESTAMENT THEOLOGY
Unit 1 John the Baptist and the Kingdom of God
Unit 2 The Meaning and Presence of the KingdoiGod
Unit 3 The Activities of the God of the Kingdom
Unit 4 The Mystery and Ethics of the Kingdom ofd>0

INTRODUCTION

In this module and the one following, you will betroduced to the
specific themes of New Testament. We shall begth #ie Kingdom of
God. This seems to be the central theme of the Nestament. Christ
came to establish the Kingdom and promised to gmeekeys of the
kingdom to his disciples (Matt 18:18-19). The nussiof Christ and
his apostles consist of bringing the Kingdom togeoChrist told his
disciples to pray for the coming of the kingdom.

This module presents the kingdom of God as a wayaxf working out

his plan of salvation. To have a deeper understgnaf the kingdom,

this module will introduce you to John the Baptide was the first to

announce the coming of the kingdom. | will alsoHiight some of the

activities of God in the kingdom, and will end witie nature and ethics
of the kingdom of God.

Consult the textbooks given after evenit; | have already directed you
as to where you can get these texts. You should aie Bible
Dictionary, Bible Encyclopaedia and internet.

UNIT 1 JOHN THE BAPTIST AND THE KINGDOM
OF GOD

CONTENTS

1.0 Introduction
2.0  Objectives
3.0 Main Content
3.1.1 The Person of John the Baptist
3.1.2 The Birth of John the Baptist
3.1.3 John’s Prophetic Work
3.1.4 John’s Baptism
3.1.5 Theological Meaning of John’s Baptism
3.1.6 The Sources of John’s Baptism
4.0 Conclusion
5.0 Summary
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6.0 Tutor-marked Assignment
7.0 References/further Readings.

1.0 INTRODUCTION

Module 1 was on the preliminary work. The last smtade reference to
the Old Testament, other Jewish literature andGheek and Roman
culture and religions. This unit begins with thexddom of God and
John the Baptist. The kingdom of God and John thgtiBt link the next
materials with the Old Testament. The kingdom ofi®@as its root in
the Old Testament and John the Baptist was the dasthe Old
Testament prophets. One important lesson you ®alirl from this unit
has to do with the type and character of the pe&ue uses. The
parents of John were dedicated, humble and Godnfeatohn wore
simple clothes, lived on simple food and had no si@an God spoke to
him when people were least expecting him to speak ater a long
period of silence. John introduced a baptism bus wat something
radically new. It was based on the religious practhey knew but he
gave it a new meaning. God uses people who havesight to see the
wrongs of a system and speak against them.

2.0 OBJECTIVES
At the end of this unit you are expected to:

o Discuss the character of John and his parents.

o Discover the things that played the prophets roiend the 400
years of silence.

o Compare John with other Old Testament prophets.

. Give account of the Theological meaning of Joh@gtism.

3.0 MAIN CONTENT
3.1  The Birth of John the Baptist

We read about the birth of John the Baptist in Luke25. His parents
Zachariah and Elizabeth were aged people who faédicated
themselves to the service of God. Zachariah wasigh priest, a
prestigious religious position. He was the mainrespntative of the
people before God. After the miracle that made lginmb for nine
months, John was born. When he was born, his faittered prophetic
words about him. These words were about his nangdevasrk. The
name John, means “the Beloved of God.” The namehaes the
theology of hope for the hopeless aged parentstae@ntire nation of
Israel. It is a name with much history behind inlitally, Israel had
suffered in the hands of various kings and nowwsag under the yoke
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of the Romans. She was looking for someone to elelner from the
burden of the Romans. Spiritually, the word of Guaks not heard for
400 years. Israel had lost faith and thought thad @as forgotten her.

Self-Assessment Exercise 1

1. Read Luke 1:5-25: Why are the parents of John dalédicated
people?

2. According to the above passage what was the wortketigh
priest?

3.1.2 The Time of John the Baptist

John the Baptist came at a time when God was fapved from the
Jews. There was a long period of silence for faurdned years. During
these years there was no prophetic revelation esyene was afraid of
what may happen. There were two things that plgyeg@hetic roles at
that time. These were scribal religion and apodalypritings.

1. Scribal Religions. The scribes at that time intetgd the will of
God strictly in terms of obedience to the writtenw|of God.
They communicated and inculcated this idea to teepfe of
God. They helped to give the law a respected positi

2. Apocalyptic writings. The Apocalyptic writings rad the hope
of the people about their future salvation throtigir writings.
As noted earlier, they were not part of the holstdny and had
false names.

Self-Assessment Exercise 2

1. In the time of John, the scribes had the respditgibof
interpreting the law to the people. In the churatialy, who has
the responsibility of interpreting the word of Gad God’s
people?

2. What do you think the Church should do to raisehbpe of the
people to prepare them for the second coming olsChr

3.1.3 John’s Prophetic Work

John the Baptist came like any other normal profioet the desert and
wilderness. The coming from the desert signifieat the was called by
God. His appearance was sudden to his parentharmkebple generally.
He came with the message of the nearness of tlgeléan of God. This
was an eschatological message of deliverance apéd. hbwas also a
prophetic message. John appeared with the wordodf j@st like other
prophets.
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John’s aim was to alert the people that God wasitatootake the long
awaited and expected action. The time has come whed will
manifest his kingly power and fulfill the promiséaut the messiah.
People were then to repent and accept baptismvesyaof preparing
them to embrace the kingdom.

Self-Assessment Exercise 3

1. What are the things that show that one is calle&bg to do his
work?
2. Make a summary of what a prophet was expected.to do

3.2 John’s Baptism

The baptism of John is said to be of water. Waitgmises purification
and becoming a new person. Baptism is derived fiteenGreek word
baptisma. It denotes the action of washing and plungingvater. John
probably employed the immersion mode since it id ba was baptizing
in the river. Baptism with water has two sides. &¥atestroys and gives
life. In the same way baptism destroys the old nreasund gives new life.
The baptism of John carried with it the call to @ the way of living
and religious commitment. It was a call to comeseloto God and to
embrace what he is about to do. For John, the kimgdvas soon
coming and his baptism was to initiate people thad kingdom.

Many theologians teach that the flood (1 Pet 3:p-#@e crossing of
the Red Sea (1 Cor 10:1-2), and circumcision (Cbl-A2) were types
of baptism in the Old Testament. In the flood, Glastroyed the old
evil race to start a new righteous one. By crossiniipe Red Sea, Israel
left and moved to another land. They left the wigorsit Egyptian idols
and were given new laws, and new religion. Circwmci signifies
taking off the old skin- flesh and putting on thean spiritual.

John also introduced another baptism. It was th#isra of fire and
spirit which will be administrated by Christ. Bagh by fire signified an
announcement of an imminent judgment that will cons the wicked.
The concept of this baptism had an element of pgrgnd refining the
righteous with fire. Baptism of the spirit meang timdwelling of the
spirit who is the invisible and enabling power odds The prophets as
echoed this kind of baptism (Isa 121-61:13; Joel 2:2829; Ezek
36: 26-27). John’s announcement of the new bawptigas also
prophetic. He was saying with the coming of Chrikg Spirit will be
made available to believers. Indeed, Christ gawe $pirit to his
followers. Baptism of the Spirit also implies spial worship. Among
the Jews, repentance meant turning to the law iedience to the
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expressed will of God. The baptism of John rejectied type of
repentance and called for a moral and righteounsrtgito God in faith.

3.3 Theological Meaning of John's Baptism

The main purpose of John’s baptism was to bringJéhwes back to the
right relationship with their God. Over the yeadls®y went astray and
broken the covenant regulations. John’s baptisnaghed repentance
and correct understanding of the followings:

1. The Covenant: Right from the time of Abraham, Ibreatered
into a covenant relationship with God. The covenaguired
them to obey God's laws. For some time, the Jew® wable to
keep the covenant. At the time John came, theydragl broken
the covenant through disobedience and unfaithfaln€srough
this baptism John was calling them to restore thgmod
relationship with God.

2. The Shedding of Foreign Religions: In the law Gagdegthrough
Moses, he barred the worship of other gods. Itfeathis reason
that he also forbade the marriage of foreign wivés.also told
them that God must be approached only in holindsytime
they were coming before him, they had to purifyniselves. As
the kingdom of God was near, John called on thaelges to
purify and purged themselves of foreign gods, crasstural
marriages and other borrowed practices in orderet@accepted
by God.

3. Wrong conception of Salvation: The Jews believeat they
would gain salvation into the kingdom of God beeatiey were
children of Abraham. John’s call was to prepararthte know
that only through Christ would they gain a placeha kingdom
of God. This does not change the requirement fdvatan.
Abraham also was saved through faith. In the saaip, only
those who embrace the kingdom by faith will bea#d entrance
into the kingdom.

Self-Assessment Exercise 5

1. List the models of baptismal practices in our Ches: today
know to you.

2. List all the things you know that God does not waistpeople to
do.

3. List the things that baptism with fire and spirgrsfy.
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3.4 The Source of John’s Baptism

Baptism was not a new or strange thing in the adylhn. There were
a number of practices that had similarities withrJe baptism. Some of
these are:

1) The Qumran Community: This group of Jews pcacti
some rites of purification among themselves. Ibésieved that
they initiated members through washing. The acsegarating
themselves from the people also signified purifarat

2) Proselytes: It was the practice in those ddys &ll gentiles
who become Jews by faith had to purify themselVesugh
cleansing. They underwent a ritual bath and cirgsime.

3) Old Testament Priestly Purification: Old Testain priest
were required to wash themselves with water in gnapn
for their ministry (Isa 1:16- 52:15; Ezek 36:25). Washing
was a sign of cleansing for all Israel (Lev 11:25).

Self-Assessment Exercise 5

1. Read the following passages and describe how the parified
themselves (Isa 1:188; 52:15; Ezek36:36; Lev 11:25).

4.0 CONCLUSION

The last of the Old Testament Prophets, John cancdied the
forerunner of Christ. He came to prepare the petipléehe coming of
Christ. He did this through his preaching aboutdbeing kingdom of
God and his baptism. John built his message antdsbamn the old
foundation. He did not introduce something radicatlifferent. The
people had wrong conception of what God wantedheimt and his plan
for them. Probably because of the long silence whasted for four
hundred years. John came to correct them and anaahat God was
going to intervene soon. This will happen throuigl toming of Christ.
John, as his name implied, announced that therehaas for Israel for
she was still loved by God.

5.0 SUMMARY

The coming of Christ into this world was so impaithecause with his
coming the kingdom of God will be established amongn. For this
reason, God employed many by ways to prepare péople We have
already mentioned some of the ways. In this unttgd @sed John. John
was the first person to announce the coming ofkthgdom. His birth
was miraculous at the time that there was no réeelaf God. He came
like any other prophet to alert the people that @@} soon to take
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action. He preached and administered the baptisnrepentance.
According to him, only those who truly repent witeceive the
kingdom of God.

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT

1. Account for the life and ministry of John the Bapti

2. Discuss the theological meaning of the baptism a@fnJthe
Baptist.
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UNIT 2 THE MEANING AND THE PRESENCE OF
THE KINGDOM OF GOD

CONTENTS

1.0 Introduction
2.0  Objectives
3.0 Main Content
3.1  The Meaning of the Kingdom of God
3.2  The Need of the Kingdom of God
3.2.1 Eschatological Dualism
3.2.2 Spiritual World
3.3 The Signs of the Presence of the Kingdom of God
3.3.1 Casting out of Demons
3.3.2 The Fall of Satan
3.3.3 The Performance of Miracle
3.3.4 The Preaching of the Gospel
3.3.5 The Bestowal of Forgiveness of Sin
3.4  The Kingdom and the Church
4.0 Conclusion
5.0 Summary
6.0 Tutor-marked Assignment
7.0 References/further Readings

1.0 INTRODUCTION

In the last unit, John the Baptist announced thmimant coming of the
kingdom of God. Now | move you to the meaning & #ingdom. | am

going to provide you with the definition of the gmom of God, and
other terms the New Testament used for the kingdb@od. This unit

will also lead you to discover the place where Go@stablishing his
kingdom and the nature of that place. The kingddntGod comes to

destroy the evil forces that torment humanity. Yal also be exposed
to the teaching of the New Testament on the si@itiseopresence of the
Kingdom and the relationship between the Churchthadkingdom. As

you study this unit, make sure you think of theikinties that exist

between the world at that time and the world todayhe kingdom still

active in our world today? In other words, do yaill see the signs of
the kingdom? These are the things | want you teehavmind as you

walk through this unit.
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2.0 OBJECTIVES
By the end of this unit you should be able to:

Define the kingdom of God

List the signs of the presence of the kingdom ofl Go
Judge whether the kingdom of God is still presemur time.
Discuss the nature of this world.

Identify the relationship between the Church ardKingdom

3.1 The Meaning of the Kingdom of God

The term kingdom is rendered in Greek lgasileia, which means
kingship, royal rule or power. The term refers ttemitory ruled by a
besileius, the king. Anthony Hoekma defines the kingdom of Gaxd
“the reign of God dynamically active in human higtehrough Jesus
Christ, the purpose of which is the redemption isf feople from sin
and demonic powers, and the final establishmerthefnew heavens
and new earth”. He further describes it as, “trmuguration of the great
drama of history and the ushering in of the New .Aggimilarly,
George Ladd defines the kingdom of God as “Godsaking into
humanity to establish his reign and advance hipqae.”

There is no argument about the fact that the cemieasage of John the
Baptist and Jesus Christ was the Kingdom of GodisClwent about
preaching the gospel of God saying “the KingdonGafd is at hand”
(Mark 1:14-15). Matthew says he went about preaghie gospel of
the kingdom (Matt4:23); while Luke quotes a prophecy from Isaiah
about the coming of the kingdom (Luke 4:21). Thagkiom of God
constituted the gospel of Jesus. It is a kingdott wib geographical
territory, no earthly government, no human king atsdcitizens are
those who respond to the message of Christ.

In the Old Testament, the word kingdom of God ig w©aectly

mentioned but the idea of the kingdom of God isyvaear. The Old
Testament speaks of the kingship of God. It recmihis rulership
and authority. He is king of Israel (Exoidb:18; Num 23:21; Deut

33:5) and king of all the earth (2 KiIN9:15; Isa6:5; Jer 46:18). He is
king of kings and he leads and directs them. Wihike Old Testament
recognized his kingship as present reality, the @&bktament also
prophesized that God will become king over his peap future. God
is king and will become king. This will happen inn@essianic person.
The Old Testament sometimes speaks of the govetnohéhe messiah
(Isa 9:6-7). The Hebrew for kingdom Malkuth. It carries the idea of
reign, rule or dominion. The Psalmist says: “Théwlks speak of the
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glory of your kingdom, and tell of your power. Yokingdom is an
everlasting kingdom, and your dominion endures ughmut all
generations” (Psa 145:11, 13). It means God’s oulsovereignty. The
Lord has established his throne in the heaverkihgdom rules over all
(Psa 103:19).

There is a hope for the kingdom in the Jewish appta literature too.
The people had hoped that when God establishdsrigdom in the age
to come, suffering and evil will end. The Qumrann@ounity also
shared a similar hope for the kingdom. They bebietbat in the
Age to Come, angels will join them in the battleaiagt the sons of
darkness and give them victory over all worldly plkeo The Rabbinic
literatures have a more developed view of the kamgdThey used the
term kingdom of heaven. For them, the kingdom wasl's exercise
at his sovereignty through his law. The law is Gadile.

Another group that had hope in the kingdom, was thdical,

revolutionary movement known as the zealots. Theymaentioned in
Acts 5:36, 37 and 21:38. This group was not preparevait quietly for
the coming of the kingdom. They wished to bringiih the sword.

In summary, throughout Judaism, there was an eapect of the
kingdom of God. Most of the times it was an expeotato defeat the
enemies of Israel and restore her under God's aidee. When the
kingdom comes at the end of the age, the unbebewdr go to hell

and the believers will inherit the kingdom.

The kingdom of God is sometimes called the kingddrheaven or of

Christ. All these are just linguistic variations tife same idea. The
kingdom deals with God activity in this world aral\sation of humanity

Is the main goal of salvation. The aim of the kiogdis to provide

salvation. The object of the divine rule is theamygtion of man and to
deliver him from the powers of evil. This is clgadtated in 1 Cor
15:23-28. Christ’s reign means the destructionvilfferces, and the last
of which is death. In the New Testament other korgd stand against
the kingdom of God. However, such kingdoms will dmnquered. The
message of the book of Revelation is that evengh@uch kingdoms
may seem to be tormenting the people of the kingddrsod for a

while, they will never be successful. Such kingdaresunder the power
of Satan. 2 Corinthians 4:4 calls Satan the godhaf world and he

exercises his rule by holding men in darknessodétsdnot mean the two
kingdoms have equal powers. God is by far more pvehan Satan.

Satan is his creation and under his control.

John announced that the kingdom will constitutevegagn and
judgment. This we saw in the explanation of Johr@ptism. For John
the kingdom was single but complex. Jesus separtitedpresent
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kingdom from the future kingdom. The kingdom canbast described
as the “yet and not yet” it has come but not yetdriull state.

The present kingdom has come into history. It h@a®ein the person
and ministry of Christ and its signs are seen nd&w. rule was
experienced in the ministry of Christ, his discgpénd the early Church.
Christ said, the exorcism demons and healing abuarsicknesses and
infirmities testify to the presence of the kingdo@hrist has already
defeated Satan and he is waiting for his final threxv.

The future kingdom will come at the end of the A@drist said, this
will happen when the Son of Man comes in his glang sits on the
throne of judgment to punish the wicked and rewtrd righteous
(Matt 25:31-46). When that future kingdom comese tbld order
will pass away and there will be rebirth and transfation of the
material order. The future kingdom goes by différeames the New
Heaven and New Earth, the New Jerusalem, and Rarddany things
will happen before this kihngdom comes.

Some of these things mentioned in the New Testanmahide, the
preaching of the gospel to all the nations, theveosion of Israel, the
great apostasy and the great tribulation, the atieel of Antichrist, and
the appearance of signs and wonders (Matt 24: 135).

Self-Assessment Exercise 1

1. Using any dictionary of your choice or the interratovide two
other definitions of the kingdom of God.

2. What words or concepts appear both in the defimstidoy
Anthony Hoekma and George Ladd?

3. How was the kingdom understood in the Jewish tiadt

3.2 The Need of the Kingdom of God

Following George Ladd, we shall discuss this topimder
eschatological dualism and the spirit world.

3.2.1 Eschatological Dualism

The need for the kingdom has its roots in the gabbaivGod to serve

his people. For centuries, the Old Testament prspbeked forward to
the day when the promised salvation would be redliZ his salvation
would include God'’s visitation and purging the vaodf sin, and the
establishment of his perfect reign on earth. Thevdod look gave birth

to two eschatological ages, i.e. the present agetta age to come. In
the present age, the kingdom, the righteous anditied exist together
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in the kingdom. The age to come is exclusively tfog righteous and
their God. In that age, there will be no sin, eaild death (Matt
12:32; Mark 10:30; Gal 1:4).

Self-Assessment Exercise 2

1. In a few parables Christ conveyed the idea that pghesent
kingdom is made up of the righteous and wicked.dRbHtt
13:24-30 and 47-53 and write down the different earhrist
used for the righteous and the wicked.

2. According to Rew20:14; 21:4-8, what would become of death,
sin and suffering in the second coming?

3.2.2 The Spiritual World

The spiritual world is made up of Satan and dentbas fight against
the establishment of the kingdom of God. The kimgdeas inaugurated
to bring salvation to man. New Testament Theologsents Satan as a
powerful force that stands opposed to the estahbsh of the kingdom.
He demonstrated this at the temptation of JesussiClievelation 12
gives detail of the battle in the story of the Waorand the Dragon.
According to Revelation, the battle started whemisEhwas born. Satan
performs negative functions against God’'s peoplee Tieed of the
kingdom is to attack, disarm and destroy the diabdofces. The need is
also to equip God’s children so that the devil wih longer snatch
God’s words from them (Mark 4:1%ev 3:11). In Ephesians 6:10 -18,
Christians are urged to put on the full armour addGn order to
stand against Satan.

There are also evil supernatural spirits whichiebfphysical ills like
dumbness, blindness, epilepsy and madness on pdéba#a 9:32;
12:2528; 17:14-18). The demons knew that the inauguratioGad’s
kingdom is their doom (Marlk3:11; 5:6-10). It is in fear of their
destruction that they fought against his coming #redestablishment of
his kingdom.

Self-Assessment Exercise 3

1. Read Eph 6:12 and identify other things that ctuisti the
spiritual world.

2. Read the following passages: leuk3:16; Matt 13:38 and
identify the negative functions of Satan against kingdom of
God.

3. Should we attribute any bad thing that happensstaouSatan?
What does John 9:1-3 say?
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3.3 The Signs of the Presence of the Kingdom of Go

The New Testament presents a number of thingstésdify that the
kingdom has come and is in the midst of God’s peofbme of these
are:

3.3.1 Casting out of Demons

The casting out of demons demonstrated Christ ijiabwer the forces
of evil. It also demonstrates that where Christaspnce extends, there
is no other power besides. Wherever the kingdonGofl is found,
Christ is in total control. Jesus said in Matt BtBat he is casting out
demons by the spirit of God to show that the siginbie presence of the
kingdom of God have come upon his people. In thmes passage,
Christ said: “Or again, how can anyone enter angthrman’s house and
carry off his possessions unless he first tiesh@pstrong man? Then he
can rob his house” (Matt 12:29).

Self-Assessment Exercise 4

1. Is the power of casting demons given only to Clamst? What
do you say after reading Acts 19:13-167

3.3.2 The Fall of Satan

One day Christ sent 70 of his disciples to evamgdhe villages. When
they returned and gave their reports that the demabmitted to them
in Christ's name. Christ responded by saying: ‘Ws3atan fall like

lightening from heaven”. He continued that he hasmgthem “authority

to trample on snakes and scorpions and to overatirtige power of the
enemies” (Luke 10:189; cf. Matt 12:29; Rev 20:2). This saying
means that the victory of Christ over Satan hasadgt taken place in
history in the mission of Christ. The victory istrjast what will come

at the end of ages. Right now, the power of Godigdom has entered
human history through the ministry of Christ.

The victory over Satan, though decisive, is not Yial. Final
victory will come at the second coming. What hapg®aed now is the
binding and restriction of Satan (Ma8k33; Rev 20:2).

Self-Assessment Exercise 5

2. Do we know the exact time in history that Satan febm
heaven? Suggest when you think this happened.
3. From what we have said so far, what are the thingisshow you

that the final victory over Satan has not come?
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3.3.3 The Performance of Miracles

The NT witnesses that Christ and his disciplesqueréd miracles. This
was another sign of the presence of the kingdo@axf. Christ himself
said as a reply to John’s messengers: “Go anddah the blind receive
their sight, the lame walk” (Matt 11:4-5). Lazamas raised from the
dead to express that in the kingdom of God, deathwallowed up in
victory (John 11:14H4; 1 Cor 15:44, 45).

Self-Assessment Exercise 6

1. Do you remember other people that were raised fhardeath in
the New Testament? Can you name them?
2. What was the first miracle of Jesus Christ?

3.3.4 The Preaching of the Gospel

Another sign of the dawn of the Kingdom is the pteag of

the good news of salvation in Christ. This is thghbst good that
Jesus bestowed. The salvation of Christ was metlititeough the
preaching of the word (Luke 10:20). Through preagheven the poor
hear the good news (Matt 11:15). Preaching is warkgainst Satan
and it exposes Christ truth and dismembers theefoof Satan. The
preaching of the apostles was accompanied by ragacl

Self-Assessment Exercise 7

1. What are the different ways that the church empkoypreach
the Good News of Salvation to the world?

3.3.5 The Bestowal of Forgiveness of Sin

Both prophet Isaiah and Joel predicated that whemsCcomes, people
will receive the blessing of the forgiveness ofssilsa33:34; Joel 2:28-
32). When Christ came, He preached and bestowegivéoress upon
people. The healing of a paralytic was a clear thgih Jesus has power
to forgive sins. The presence of the kingdom of Ga@b not a new
teaching, but a new activity of God in the persbClorist.

Self-Assessment Exercise 5

1. Page through the New Testament, using your connogja
identify those places that Christ forgave peopérthins.
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3.4 The Kingdom and the Church

According to Matt 16:17-20, the disciples also haw®le to play in the
kingdom of God. They are given the keys to openlase the kingdom
for people. Scholars understand the keys to mearpithaching of the
gospel and church discipline. Through the preachofgthe gospel,
people are brought into the kingdom and throughrahuiscipline
people are excluded from the Church. The disciples are given the
keys here are representative of the Church. Hersagethat there is a
relationship between the Church and the kingdor@od. The Church
and the kingdom are related but not the same. aAthg kingdom is
the rulership, reign and action of God towards masalvation, the
Church is the realm of God, people under his riilee relationship
between the Church and the kingdom helps us to ratadel the
kingdom more.

Self-Assessment Exercise 6

1. According to the discussion above, what was the diegn to
the apostles and what is the work of the key?

The kingdom and the Church relate and differ infdllewing ways:
3. 4.1 The Church is not the Kingdom

In the New Testament, the Church and the kingdom rawt the
same. The Church is communion of believers whot@renter into the
kingdom as well as preach the kingdom. The dissi@re not the
kingdom; they only preach the kingdom (Acts 8:119:8; 20:25). Many
passages in the New Testament state the inseparaldBonship
between the Church and the kingdom but do not egin&m (Matt 13:
3843; 16:18-19). The kingdom is the invisible sphereGud’s rule,
while the Church is the visible, empirical body @bd’s people. The
Church cannot produce the kingdom but only the [geopthe kingdom.

Self-Assessment Exercise 7

1. Summarize the key differences between the Churah tae
kingdom

3.4.2 The Kingdom Creates the Church

The mission of Christ was to challenge men to respdo the gospel
and enter into fellowship with him. When the kingd@ame, it was
offered to Israel as a nation in fulfilment of & Testament messianic
hope. When Israel rejected the offer of salvati@gd constituted
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another group as sons of the kingdom. The Churchbwan as a result
of the coming of the kingdom into the world. Theglde of drawing a
net is illustrative of the relationship between tldurch and the
kingdom. The kingdom catches men of mixed fellowshTlhis makes
the Church not the ideal people of the kingdom petause it

includes those who are not sons of the kingdom. Wme is qualified to

enter the Church may not be qualified to enteikthgdom.

Self-Assessment Exercise 8

1. List the ways in which the kingdom creates the Chur

3.4.1 The Church Witnesses to the Kingdom

By this we mean that the church proclaims the tyeah God in the past
and future. The example of this is the commissibrihe apostles in
Mathew 10 and the mission of the seventy in Lukea&Owell as the
ministry of the apostles in the book of Acts. Thembers twelve and
seventy in Mathew 10 and Luke 10 respectively, @gaificant as to
who is to receive the kingdom. The twelve Apostes representative
of the whole Israel. The Gospel is to be preachatieé whole Israel. In
the Jewish tradition, there were seventy nationghe world and the
Torah was first given in seventy languages to n@msequently, the
sending of the seventy was symbolic of the missothe whole world.
There are many other sayings and parables that teat the kingdom
Is also for the gentiles (Mark 12:1-9). In his asklr to the Jews,
Christ said: “The kingdom of God will be taken awlagm you and
given to a nation producing the fruits of it” (Mdf:43). In another
discourse, Christ proclaimed: “I say to you thatngnavill come from
the East and the West, and will take their placethat feast with
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob in the kingdom of heafMdatt 8:11).

The gentiles will hear the gospel through the pnear of the gospel.
Christ Himself indicated that his gospel will beeached to all the
nations (Mark 10:13). Christ entrusted this taski® disciples in the
great commission and he instructed his disciplest twhen they
receive the gift of the Holy Spirit, they shouldtméss him to the end of
the earth (Matt 28:180; Act 1:8). The Church witnesses to the
kingdom by preaching the gospel of the kingdom.

Self-Assessment Exercise 9

1. What does the Church use to witness to the kingofoGod?

59



CRS 324 MODULE 2

3.4.4 The Church is the Instrument of the Kingdom

The Church is the instrument of the kingdom in Hsemse that the
works of the kingdom are performed through the ChurThis was
the case with the disciples as well as Christ hiinge they went
about preaching, Christ gave them the power to laeal cast out
demons. Both in the gospels and in Acts, the piagchministry of the
apostles was accompanied with signs and wonders.ré&port of the
seventy shows that they acknowledged that they jstenstruments of
God.

When Christ was addressing the disciples, he twoddntthat the gates
of Hades shall never prevail against the Churcht{M#&:18). This

means that the Church will be able to stand agdirestsatanic forces
and those that are brought into the kingdom throtghwork of the

Church will not be swallowed up by the satanic &mc As the

instrument of the kingdom, the Church has the powedeliver men

from the bondage of sin, sickness and death.

Self-Assessment Exercise 10

1. According to the discussion in this section, whappened
when the apostles went about preaching?

3.4.5 The Church is the Custodian of the Kingdom

In the Jewish tradition, Israel was the custodidnthe kingdom.
They believed that the kingdom on earth began wibraham and
continued in Israel through the law. For them, rile of God can only
be experienced and exercised through the law. diciédly follows
that since Israel is the custodian of the law, ish@so the custodian of
the kingdom. It was for this reason that gentildsowvanted to be
included in the kingdom had to proselytize and kieplaws of Moses.
In the days of Jesus, the nation of Israel rejettieckingdom and Christ
gave the keys to his disciples who became the disste of the
kingdom. As the custodians of the kingdom, theyehas keys and the
power to bind and lose. They have the privilegériog people in and
keep people out of the kingdom of God. A similasrgtis told of the
Pharisees and Scribes: “Woe to you, Scribes andidees, you
hypocrites; you shut the kingdom of heaven againshnior you neither
enter yourselves nor allow those who would entemddMatt 23:13).
This reinforces the fact that the Church has thell@ge of bringing
people in the kingdom and keeping them out.
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In the New Testament, we see the Church exercisirgy authority

or right in many ways. When Christ sent his dissplHe asked them
to leave the villages that do not accept them tigjuent. But villages
that accept them will have peace sealed on thers. pdrable of the
sheep and the goats is another good example (Ma&126). In Acts,

Peter excluded Ananias and his wife Sapphira (Acisll), and Paul
excluded Elymas (Acts 13:6-12).

Self-Assessment Exercise 11

1. What made Israel the custodian of the Kingdom artthtw
makes the Church the custodian of the kingdom?

4.0 CONCLUSION

We have attempted here to define the kingdom of &othe reign of
God over history. The definition conveys the idédhe sovereignty of
God. The kingdom is to be understood in the lighGod’'s plan to

save mankind and destroy the things that oppose phkan. The

Kingdom is the means by which God fights the ewilcés to make
room for the redemption plan of God. Anytime we $ae gospel or
God’s will prevailing, we can say that the kingdasnat work. The

goal of the definition and the signs of the preseoicthe kingdom are
to enable you see the reality of the kingdom. Timderstanding of the
kingdom gives us peace and comfort that God ishiarge and has a
plan to destroy all forms of evil that torment us.

5.0 SUMMARY

This unit has exposed you to the definition of kinegdom of God and
how you can dedicate yourself to the kingdom of Gothis world. The
kingdom is here and now but has not come in ital fstate. We need the
kingdom because of the nature of this world. Thislavis dominated by
sin and evil forces that torment man. As we sawhm last unit, the
kingdom is inaugurated at the coming of Christ. Wia&hrist came, he
swung into action to combat evil forces. The Newtaement has shown
that Christ is successful in his mission. He has wictory over the evil
forces.

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT

1) Discuss any two of the signs of the presence oKihgdom of
God.

2) There are two things which you studied under thednef the
Kingdom of God. Discuss the spiritual world inclagiits attack
on the progress of the Kingdom
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3) Compare the Old Testament understanding of the dGnyg of
God with that of the New Testament.
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

Remember that in unit 2 we saw that this world astie to the

Kingdom of God and consequently, to God’s people. 3&w that the
purpose of the kingdom is to destroy these evitderthat torment
humanity. This suggests God’s loving plan to saven.mThis unit

continues with God’s loving plan and activities trds man. You will

be exposed to these activities under the naturé¢hef God of the

kingdom. God is the one who takes the initiativedar salvation. That
is why he is called the seeking, inviting, fathedgd judging God.

God’s judgment is a loving act. His judgment is nmtet correct and
bring the sinner back on the right path while athare also deterred. |
will give a lot of examples to show the loving aties of God in the

New Testament. Such example can also be foundeif©Otd Testament.
This is to show that the very nature of God is tovle salvation for

man.

2.0 OBJECTIVES

By the end of this unit you should be able to:

o List the parables that express God’s nature ofisgek

o State what God seeks people to do.

o Explain the parable of the Great Banquet in refatio the
inviting God.

o Identify the gifts that accompany the great giftloé kingdom
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3.0 MAIN CONTENT

3.1 A Seeking God

In the beginning, God created man to enjoy evenigsellowship with
him. However, man lost this privilege, salvatiordamjoyment in the
Garden of Eden when he disobeyed God’'s commandogted for
Satan’s advice. Despite this, our good God tookirtitetive to restore
us back to Himself. The New Testament presents &od@ctive and
caring. He came active in Jesus Christ to seeksand the lost sheep
(Mark 2:13-15). A good example of God seeking owiners is set
in Luke 15 in three parables of the lost ones4dlsecoin, the lost sheep
and the lost son.

Christ also discussed this nature of God by comgahe practice of the
day with his ministry. In the Jewish culture, it svéne sick that looked
for the doctor. Searching out sinners who have gty and desire no
forgiveness or salvation is the divine purpose oflGThe seeking
started in the Garden of Eden when man disobeydchmhaway from
his presence.

On the other hand, the disciples are to seek thgdkim too. This
means submission to the will of God. To seek theg#om means
to seek God'’s righteousness (Matt 6:33). The kingdmes together
with righteousness.

In the Old Testament as well as among the Pharisgbscousness was
a human activity. It was obtained through keepihthe law and doing

acts of mercy. In the New Testament, it is God'sndeds as well as
God’s gift. Christ said it was demanded of his dalers to exhibit a
righteousness that surpasses that of the Scribdstta Pharisees.
Righteousness is one of the requirements for emjethe present
kingdom and the eschatological one (Matt 5:27).aftainment of such
righteousness cannot be done through human ettodan only be

acquired as a gift.

This requires humility on human part. The ethiesdhing here is that
man must renounce his pride, self-claims and $&dfte and to cultivate
the willingness to become like a child who depeadshis parents for
everything. As long as one considers himself capadfl acquiring
righteousness, he will not see the need to contiget&ingdom for it. An
example of this is found in the story of the Phegiand the tax-collector
(Lukel8:1-14). Unlike the Pharisee, the tax-cobbectast himself
entirely on God and was declared righteous by Guodl \@ent home
justified. He had no righteousness to present, sd Gave him the
righteousness he needed. Earlier in the beatit@asst stated that God
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will satisfy those who hunger and thirst after tegusness (Matt 5:6).
This gift of righteousness is what Paul calls fissdtion by faith alone.

Self-Assessment Exercise 1

1) Read the parables of the lost coin, lost sheepl@stdson and
identify similarities in them (Luke 15)
2) What can the Church use in seeking the lost sheep?

3.2 AnlInviting God

It is the nature of the God of the kingdom to seekl also to invite.
Jesus shows this nature of God inviting people dalvation in the
parable of the banquet feast. Here guests of &tigoaies were invited
to enjoy the feast. (Mal2:1{f; Luke 14:1bff). Against this background,
we can understand the frequent table fellowshipsdzn Christ and his
followers. These were symbolic of God’s offer angmsnon to the
blessing of the Kingdom of God. These frequentetdbllowships show
that God is never tired of inviting Among the Jewable fellowship
represented an intimate relationship between thgepanvolved and
they played important roles in the ministry of Jeslo invite sinners to
the great banquet of the kingdom of God is pregi€#Hrist's mission.
The invitation is the gracious offer of salvatiom $inners. God does
not show partiality in the invitation. Peter sdidnow realize how true
it is that God does not show favouritism. But acsemen from every
nation who fear him and do what is right” (Acts 34:35).

Self-Assessment Exercise 2

1) In the parable of the banquet feast, the first groof
people invited refused to come (Matt 22:3). Who #nese
people who refused to come?

2)  What will finally happen to those who refuse to ton the
invitation to receive salvation (Matt 22:13)?

3.3 The Fatherly God

The nature of God is to seek and invite sinnersutomit themselves to
his reign so that he might be their father. Mattheaches that at the
second coming of Christ, the righteous will entetioithe kingdom of

their father (Matt 13:43). In Luke 12:32, Christddis disciples that
God has already given them the kingdom. The kingadr&éod is the

greatest joy of the children of God. One enters kivegdom by

submitting to the will of God. God feeds, cares famd protects them
as a father does to his children.
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The Bible tells us that God is a father to all, bigt fatherly relationship
to Christians is so special and different from ¢time he has with non-
believers. Christians enjoy an intimate relatiopsiwith God to the
extent that they call him Abba. To them God’s lowveeal, special and
unlimited.

Self-Assessment Exercise 3

1)  When the righteous enter into the kingdom of thbdaat the
second coming of Christ, what will they be doinglieC Rev
19:5.

2)  Mention what Christians have or are given to Claist that is
not given to unbelievers.

3.4 The Judging God

While it is the nature of God is to seek invite arade for the sinners
who come to him in faith, he remains the God ofilbative judgment.

God judges those who reject his gracious offerabfagion. His love for

sinners does not stop him from judging and condegitiem. The fact
that God seeks, invite and love throws man intaedipament. Those
who refuse to respond to the seeking, invitatiord dave face

condemnation.

Self-Assessment Exercise 4

1. What will God use as the bases of his judgment? Rext1-15

3.5 The God of Gifts

The God of the kingdom is the God of gifts. Afteeking and bringing
people into the Kingdom, he gives them varioussgiti enable them
stay and enjoy the kingdom. It is important to rerber that the
Kingdom itself is a gift of God to humanity. Manntet work to bring
the Kingdom. The Kingdom comes with many othersgéhd blessings
and they include:

3:5:1 The kingdom as a Present Realm of Blessing

The New Testament speaks of the kingdom as a presaity. In many
passages, Jesus spoke against preventing or mgdsmeone to enter
the kingdom. He pronounced woe against the Scabesthe Pharisees
for shutting “the kingdom of heaven against mern, you neither
enter yourselves, nor allow those who would go (lfatt 23:13). In
Luke 11:52 he says: “Woe to you lawyers! You haaketh away the
key of knowledg; you did not entegourself; and you have hindered
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those who were entering”. On another occasion, evtie was
addressing the religious leaders, he said: “Thectdbectors and the
harlots go into the kingdom of God before you” (M21:31). It was
possible for someone to go to the kingdom at tinae tiof Christ’'s
ministry on earth and enjoy the blessing of theglom. In answering
the messengers of John, the Baptist, Christ poitaettiose who were
already enjoying the blessing of the kingdom: “Tiied receives sight,
the good news is preached to the poor’” (Matt 11lB)the same
passage, Christ said: “From the days of John th&i®auntil now, the
kingdom of heaven has been forcefully advancing] &rceful men
lay hold of it” (Matt 11:12). People were takinglttaf heaven at the
time of Christ. The kingdom comes with force breakinto this world
and believers are given the power to receive it devil has taken
strong grip of the world and of men. Men have twéthemselves out
of his grip. In other words, those who enter thegkiom must take a
radical stand against the old self. Christ gaveillastration of the
radical reaction when he said: “If your hand caus®sto sin, cut it off.
And if your foot causes you to sin, cut it off. Arid/our eye causes you
to sin, pluck it out. It is better for you to entbe kingdom of God with
one eye than to have two eyes and be thrown into(Mark 9:43-48).
The kingdom is the dynamic rule of God and the gmegealm of
blessings. Those who enter receive the good nedig@accompanying
blessing.

Self-Assessment Exercise 5

1. List the blessing that people who accepted thedony at the
time of Christ received.

3.5.2 The Kingdom as a Present Gift

Here we are dealing with the content of the blessihthe kingdom.
The kingdom comes with all its blessings, and tha$® receive it
receive all its blessings. The New Testament iarclkat the righteous
will inherit the kingdom freely. In Matt 25:34, thking will say:
“Come, you who are blessed by the fath@ke your mheritance; the
kingdom prepared for you since the creation of wwld”. In many
other passages, Christ said that those who enterkitgdom will
inherit eternal life. The rich young man who canae Ghrist knew
this (Mark 10:17-30). In this passage, the kingdafnGod and eternal
life are used interchangeably as synonymous.

The blessing and the gifts of the kingdom begithis present age. It is
in the preliminary form but it starts here and ndle New Testament
teaches that the riches of the kingdom must be essssl now
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(Matt 13:4446); the blessing sought now and here (Ma); and be
received as children receive a gift (Mdrk15; Luke 18:16-17).

Self-Assessment Exercise 6

1. What is the relationship between eternal life dre Kingdom of
God?

3.5.3 The Kingdom as a Gift of Salvation

The greatest gift of the kingdom is the gift of vesion. The New
Testament uses the word salvation to refer to hopinesent and future
possession.

In the New Testament, salvation is primarily a fateschatological gift.
In the conversation with the rich young man, Chdsed salvation,
eternal life and entrance into the kingdom as synen(Mark 10:17-

30). This future salvation is described as entenmg eternal life, and
into the joy of the father (MarR:43; Matt 25:21, 23). This salvation
means deliverance from mortality and enjoyment opefect and

everlasting fellowship with God.

Eschatological salvation means redemption of thelyboi.e. the
perishable inheriting the imperishable, mortal nitiveg the immortality
(1 Cor 15:53-54), and restoration of perfect untmetween God and
man. Salvation is described also in negative tefimse lost is not to be
saved. Those who are lost are under destructicat,iced darkness or
fire of Gehenna, lose their lives and perish (Matt3; Luke 9:2427;
Mark 9:42-48).

Christ is sent to the lost sheep of Israel (M&tb; 15:14). This implies
a present salvation but also anticipates an eddgatal one. When
Christ entered the house of Zacchaeus, he declafeday salvation
has come to this house.... For the son of man carseek and save the
lost” (Luke 19:9-10). Christ also told people théiey were saved
by their faith (Luke 17:50).

Salvation in the NT includes physical deliveranseweell. Those who
received healing from various problems were said b® saved
(Luke 17:14-25).
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Self-Assessment Exercise 7

1. Summarize the two aspects of salvation.

4.0 CONCLUSION

In the last unit, we discussed God’s action agdimstevil forces that
oppose the establishment of the kingdom and torrhemanity. In
Christ, God disarmed and destroyed these forceseatablished his
kingdom. This unit has led you to see God’s adsigitowards man. The
coming and establishment of the kingdom is for tlg@eod of man.
God wants man to enjoy the kingdom and so God tal@sy steps and
employs different ways of bringing and keeping niarthe kingdom.
This unit indirectly leads you to understand théurea of man. Man is
resistant to the will of God. Strongly, God’s lof@ sinners does not
stop them from disobeying him.

5.0 SUMMARY

In this unit we discussed the nature of God whaight and established
his kingdom. He is a loving God and through hiselolre goes an extra
mile to provide redemption. The aspect of God’ureatwe discussed
includes.

1. Seeking — God takes the initiative to restore uskbto
fellowship with him.

2. Inviting — This is done through the preaching & gospel

3. Fatherly — This includes God’s care, protection and
providential love.

4. Judging — This is the justice of God. His judgmisnalso a
way of inviting sinners.

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT

1. What has God done to be called a seeking God?

2. Discuss the fatherly nature of God.

3. Attempt to summarize the things that people whoeptcdahe
kingdom receive.

7.0 REFERENCES/FURTHER READINGS

Guthriel, Donald. (1981).New Testament Theology. Leicester: Inter
Varsity Press.
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UNIT 4 THE MYSTERY AND ETHICS OF THE
KINGDOM OF GOD

CONTENT

1.0 Introduction
2.0 Objectives
3.0 Main Content
3.1  The Meaning of the Mystery of the Kingdom aids
3.2  Parables Exemplifying the Mystery
3.2.1 The Parables of the Sower
3.2.2 The Tares or the Weeds
3.2.3 The Mustard Seed
3.2.4 Hidden Treasure and Fine Pearl
3.2.5 The Yeast
3.3 The Ethics of the kingdom
3.4 Ethics Issues Treated
4.0 Conclusion
5.0 Summary
6.0 Tutor-marked Assignment
7.0 References/Further Readings

1.0 INTRODUCTION

This unit is most appropriate to be the last td deth the kingdom of

God. We have discussed extensively in the otheethnits but this unit
is telling you that you know very little about tiKéngdom of God. We

know only the things that God has revealed to as.this reason, the
kingdom of God is a mystery. | will give you thercect meaning of the
word mystery. We will also discuss some parablesxglain what the

mystery of the kingdom means. The parables inctbhde of the Sower,

Tares or Weeds, the Mustard Seed, Hidden TreaswréDsagnet. The

study of the kingdom of God will be incompletewk do not look at

the ethics of the kingdom of God. Here you will amracross the
teachings that apply to Christians and non-Chnstid hese teachings
are helpful in the maintenance of order, harmong aerace in any
society. We live in this world and we should capeu it.

How can we do that? We should fight all kinds gtigtices and evil in
our world. As you read through this unit, think thle way you can
personally help fight the injustices, corruptiondaather ills of the
Nigerian society.
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2.0 OBJECTIVES

By the end of this unit you should be able to:

o Explain what we mean by the Kingdom of God.

J List the parables that exemplify the mystery of Kiagdom of
God.

o Identify the attitudes of scholars to the ethi@ddhing of Jesus
Christ.

J List the most prominent ethical issues discusse@Hnyst.

3.0 MAIN CONTENT
3.1 The Meaning of the Mystery of the Kingdom of @d

The word mystery, as used here, does not mean kBimgettrange or

unusual. It means something difficult to understdndeference to the
kingdom, it means we can only understand what Gales known to

us (Matt 13:11). The kingdom of God is a mystergdwse God himself
IS mysterious. This means that both God and higdaom cannot be
fully understood by man. Christ said: “To you hasei given the

mystery of the kingdom of God, but to those whoa@urtside, everything

Is in parables, so that they may see but not perceind may indeed
hear but not understand” (Mark 4:11-12). We alwdnegar things

about the kingdom of God that we do not fully urs@nd because the
kingdom remains a mystery of the father.

The mystery of God refers to secrets, thoughts)spland dispensation
of God which are hidden from human understanding, revealed to

those for whom they are intended. The establishmwietite kingdom of

God among his people is part of unveiling of thestagyy of God. God
unveils his mystery gradually. The prophets of &l Testament
prophesized about the kingdom and looked forwardstdinal stage.

The gospel told about it in parables. Next, we Isk@k at these

parables.

Self-Assessment Exercise 1

1. Can you think of other things that we do not fullgderstand
how they happen and even why God brought themeristence
or allow them to happen?

2. Use any English dictionary and define the word st
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3.2 Parables Exemplifying the Mystery of the Kingdm of
God

As the kingdom of God stands at the heart of thedgwews, Christ told
many parables that convey the idea of the mystémhe kingdom of
God. Below we shall discus some of these parables.

3.2.1 The Parable of the Sower

This can also be called the parable of the fouesypf soil. The Jews
believed that the messiah was going to come. Horvetey were

expecting a dramatic and powerful kingdom of Gaat thill be visible

to everyone. In contrast to the expectation of weytul reign, Christ
told them the parable of the sower (Matt 13:1-238}his parable, Christ
said that the kingdom has come and it may be aedept rejected. Its
seed are being sown on every land. The kingdonoiking quietly and

secretly among men. It does not force itself upoy @ne, but must be
received willingly. It bears much fruits in thod®t receive it.

Self-Assessment Exercise 2

1. In this parable, how many types of soils do yod®n

2. Who are the people represented by the various 3eeds

3 Am | doing a bad thing if | force my child to go éhurch or to
do something good? What is your opinion?

3.2.2 The Tares or Weeds

The message of this parable is that the kingdo®@ad grows amidst
problems. The mercy of God allows both the good ewvitl weeds to
grow together. In the same way, the kingdom hasecand is present in
the world but it does not disrupt the world. Thens®f the kingdom
have received God’s reign and entered into its sboigs, yet they
continue to live in the age, intermingled with thvicked in a mixed

society. Only in the eschatological coming of thegkdom will the

righteous be separated from the wicked. The kingtt@his present but
hidden in the world will be manifested in glory. &kvicked will be

gathered for destruction but the righteous willnghiike the sun in the
eschatological kingdom (Matt 13:41).

Self-Assessment Exercise 3

1. Using the idea of this parable that God allows geod bad
things to move together, show the example of shaigtin our
world today.
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2. If it is God’s design that good and evil shoulds¢xiogether,
should we still fight to stamp out evil? What isuy@pinion?

3.2.3 The Mustard Seed

The Jews conceived that when the kingdom comellibe like a big
gigantic tree and all the nations will find shelterder it. It was very
difficult for them to accept the kingdom withoutckuan encompassing
manifestation of God’s rule. In response to thamderstanding and
expectation of the kingdom of God, Christ told thévat the kingdom is
like the smallest thing. However, it will grow tremdously wide and
large and encompass all things. This is the mystetiye kingdom.

Self-Assessment Exercise 4

1. When do you think the kingdom will grow and encosgpall
things?

3.2.3 The Hidden Treasure and Peatrl

This parable is dealing with the importance of kigdom of God. It is
the value that is beyond anything else we haveexip@rience here on
earth. Because of the value of the kingdom, menldhgeek to possess
it at all cost and those who possess it must doyduag possible to
keep it. The treasure worth of the kingdom of Gothcomparable.

Self-Assessment Exercise 5

1. In the two short parables here, the persons indowere asked
to sell other things to buy the field or fine pe#h respect
with finding the kingdom of God, what do we haveputt aside
in order to get it?

3.2.4 The Yeast

This parable describes the way the kingdom of Gquheds and grows.
The aim of the kingdom of God is to penetrate th®le society. The
presence and impact of the kingdom of God is tedseusly felt by the
whole society. As yeast gives a new flavour ancgsha bread, in the
same way the kingdom will have impact on the sgcielhe presence of
God in the world may not be noticed now, but ong @od will

rule visibly over the whole world. This parable alshas the
implication of the victory of the kingdom of God evthe kingdom of
evil. The idea is that the kingdom will conquer therld by gradually
permeating and transforming it. The conqueringha world will be
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completed at Christ second coming when death aniflsaivill be no
more.

Self-Assessment Exercise 6

1. What can you do to transform this world?

2. In your own opinion, if the world gets really bashould the
Church or Christians use force to change things the
society? Why or why not?

3.3 The Ethics of the kingdom of God

The ethics of the kingdom is highly an importanpito in New
Testament theology. The ethics of the kingdom dtutsta large part of
the general subject of ethics. Much of Christ'scteags fall under
ethics of the kingdom and these are much more rdressd. Jewish and
liberal scholars who condemn the miracles and dgwerhings of Christ
do recognize the ethics of his kingdom. They fihd/iary difficult to
reject Christ ethical principles. A well known JeWwiliberal scholar,
Rubenstein, who refused to accept the history ef life of Christ,
expressed appreciation for the ethical teachingahoist.

The ethical teachings of Christ are carefully aottl in the sermons on
the mount in Matthew 5, 6 and 7. Matthew has é@athical issues
such as murder, adultery, divorce, oath takingweasing, forgiveness,
and love. Matthew introduces the ethical teachiwigh the Beatitudes
which express some spiritual demands in one'sioaktip with God.

Some of the ethical teachings like salt and ligithe world enlighten us
on the immediate context of the ethical teachimbe target of these
ethical teachings is the whole world. The discipdes to prepare to
function in the whole world. Christ nicely presahtas ethical teaching
in thesis and antithesis.

Thesis Antithesis

1) Do not murder Anger and insult kill, avoid them

2) Do not commit adultery do not look at a womastfiully

3) In case of divorce, give a certificate - Do dvorce at all.

4) Do not swear falsefully and keep your vows [@b swear at all.
Maintain total truth

5) Eye for eye, tooth for tooth - Do not reven@arn your other
check to your enemy

6) Love your neighbour and hate your enemies Lgwer enemies
and pray for those Who persecuting you
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Self-Assessment Exercise 7

1. Why are the ethical teachings of Christ so impdftan

3.4 Ethical Issues Treated

We shall briefly look at some of the ethical isstlest Christ treated that
are also important for us today.

3.4.1 Divorce

Divorce was a problem then as it is today. Becafisin it is not easy to
maintain any relationship. Sin has brought hogtiietween God and
humans and between human beings themselves. Imgalkbout

divorce, Christ is dealing with the issue of redaship. Marriage is a
life-long bond between a husband and wife (&€d; Matt 19:5).

During the ministry of Jesus Christ, people weréngisthe Law of

Moses. The Law of Moses permitted divorce on theugd of

unchastity on the part of the wife (Deut 24:1). Ruldocument was
given her known as “Certificate of Divorce”. Diverevas not a private
affair, but public. This certificate granted theman the right to remarry
without civil or religious section. Both in the Othd New Testament,
adultery carried death penalty by stoning for theman (Deut 22

13:21). A man was allowed to divorce his wife b twife could not
divorce her husband.

In the days of Jesus, there was confusion on tbengr of divorce and
what constituted unchastity. There were two popsitdrools of thought
among the Jews over this issue. The school of titolgd by Rabbi
Shammai believed that the only ground for divor@sadultery, while
the other led by Rabbi Hillel taught that thingkelipoor cooking are
enough reason for divorce.

Jesus as a Rabbi was also confronted with the iqunestthe ground for
divorce. In his comment, Jesus gave an expanded aedivorce. He
spoke on the ground of divorce, the reason fop#renission of divorce,
the meaning of adultery, cause of divorce and ttegraath of divorce.

In Matt 5:23 and 19:9, Christ allows divorce on tireund of adultery.
Here, he is following the Old Testament traditidhis is recorded only
by Matthew who is addressing the Jews. In Mark 1412 and Luke
16:18 Christ makes no provision for divorce. Theems to be Jesus
position on divorce. He is replying the Phariseelsowonsidered
adultery as the legitimate ground for divorce. €hicontended that
Moses allowed divorce because of the hardness aft.neor Christ,
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divorce is contrary to God’'s plan for marriage. Whene divorces,
he violates the sacred oneness created by God.

Following this, Christ explained that the real megmof adultery is not
just sexual intercourse but lustful look which makeany people guilty
of the sin of adultery. He taught that divorce keatbre people into the
sin of adultery. By avoiding one problem you creaa@other. Marrying
a divorced woman is adulterous. Divorce is a thteagood family

living and social order.

Self-Assessment Exercise 7

1. What is Jesus position on divorce in Matthew? Whielition is
he following?

2. What are the problems that divorce bring for thenifa and
society at large?

3.4.2 Adultery

Adultery is associated with divorce. It also hasaakground in the laws
of Moses. The Ten Commandment explicitly forbidsulsty (Exod

20:14). Further, a couple caught in adultery wabddilled by stoning
(Deut 22:22). All along adultery was considered dfulv sexual

intercourse with another person’s wife or husbdndVatthew, Christ
expanded the meaning of adultery. Adultery includearrying a

divorced wife and divorce is one of the causes ddltary (Matt

5:32). Secondly, a lustful look at a woman is ashylt(Matt 5:28).

Here, it is man that commits the sin of adulterynay die at that level
of lust or be manifested into a physical sexuatacin

The second reference to adultery is when the R¥emisrought a woman
caught in adultery (John 8:3-15). Christ used tbeasion to teach that
all people are guilty of one sin or the other addl&ry is not the worst
sin. All sins are equally bad and desire the sammspment. Christ
condemned her accusers for self-righteousness. Wwoman was

forgiven but warned not to sin again.

Self-Assessment Exercise 8

1. Summarize the things that Christ said constitute #n of
adultery
3.4.3 Murder

Murder simply means the unlawful killing of one fear by another
with premeditated malice. It is not clear the wayrder was a problem
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in the days of Jesus. The only clue we have ipthetice of the Jews to
lay false accusation on someone and then kill #regn themselves or
hand the person over to the Romans as was thewssdesus. This
was murder.

Jesus addresses murder together with other eib&sds. He deepened
the Old Testament understanding of murder. In the Testament,
killing of another person was prohibited by law.riShpointed to the
rich young man that it was one of the laws to bet KMatt 19:18). The
ground of this law is in Gen 1:26-27 where the Bitdaches that man is
created by God in his image and likeness. Man id'$sproperty and
part of God. Murder is an attack on God and hisatoba. Murder
therefore is a serious crime.

Christ discussed murder in Matt 5:2-26. In the Oé$tament, murder
attracted punishment. Most of the times the “Eye dge and tooth
for tooth” law was applied. Christ interpretatisnthat murder includes
anger and hatred against someone. It also inclallesorts of abuses
and any form of envy. Murder is any act of hogtildisharmony, abuse,
hatred, anger and lack of healthy living. Murdeaiso something that
begins from the heart. In this case, it has atspiridimension as well
as a physical one. It is a sin that originates uman thoughts and
through constant meditation. This sin attracts glument now, on earth
as well as eternal punishment. In the Old Testanthe authority had
the right to punish murders. The antitheses of ewmre kindness,
meekness, harmony and faithfulness.

In another discourse (John 8:42-47), Christ calleddevil a murderer,
father of lies and of all those who reject thetirat Christ. Telling lies
Is one of the characters exhibited by a murdeust like any other sin,
murder is associated with many other sins.

Self-Assessment Exercise 9

1. Compare the Old Testament understanding of murdérthat of
Christ.

2. Why is the sin of murder such a grave sin?
3.4.5 Swearing and Oath Taking

These two concepts are closely related if not arck the same thing.
Christ used the two of them in one discourse (Na@8-37). He used
them to mean one and the same thing. Christ to®lahdience back to
the Old Testament where the tradition permittedingakoaths and
keeping them.
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An oath is a solemn statement or claim used talatdia promise. It was
done in the presence of God and others who arert@ sas witnesses.
Oaths were accompanied by protective cures to nsake the oaths
were kept. An oath was an assurance of sincerity @mmitment.
Oaths were taken for various reasons but usuaiyndme of God was
invoked to prove its sincerity.

Oath was a legal act. In Matt 26: 63-64, the Higle$® representing the
Sanhedrin charges Christ under oath to give hisersiant. Christ

prohibited swearing or oath taking all together.eOmason is that
Christians have to speak the truth all the timdseyTshould not be
guided by oath but by God who is their father. $eleoily, a vow is

binding on Christian whether it is accomplisheddnyoath or not. The
character of a Christian is to always speak thié.tru

Christ argues that the question of the formulavedéaging or oath taking
is irrelevant as the oath itself. The issue of falartame in because the
Pharisees made a distinction between swearing loyaBd other things.
They used this as an excuse not to keep oaths arellgss weight to
such oaths.

The lesson in this discourse is about truth. Trsitthe way of life of a
Christian. Any society that forsakes truth will IfaA society will
flourish when people say what they mean and meaat ey say.
Honest men need not be compelled before tellingtrin. It is clear
that Christ is not forbidding taking oath when regd by external
lawful constituted authority.

Self-Assessment Exercise 10
1. Why did Christ forbid oath-taking?
4.0 CONCLUSION

The goal of this unit was to lead you to the knalgke and responsibility
in the kingdom. We need to know the kingdom in ortdeknow how to
live in it. God, in his goodness, has made knowndavhat we need to
know about the kingdom. The purpose of the kingdsnto provide
salvation for man. The kingdom is a place to lieatuously knowing
that we are not yet in the final state of it andttpresently evil co-exist
with righteousness. God in his goodness and logeniod hidden to us
our responsibility towards him and others. Worshigpand obeying
God is inportant; but our attitudes towards others are equally
important in his sight. We must do the two at thens time with equal
zeal and commitment.
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5.0 SUMMARY

Our discussion centres on the fact that it is clith to fully understand
the nature, working and life of the kingdom. Thed@d the kingdom is
a mystery and so his kingdom. Christ used the Wioilg parables to
explain the nature, working and life of the kingddiMe can divide the
parables into two categories.

Those dealing with life and nature of the kingdom:

1. Tares or weeds- soil and righteous co-exist.
2. The Hidden Treasures and Fine pearls. The kingdaarmirecious
thing and a place of enjoyment.

Those dealing with how the kingdom works:

1. The parable of the Sower — The kingdom is workingevery
land and its message will reach everywhere.

2. Mustard Seed — The kingdom had a small beginnirtgwoll
grow to encompass the world.

3. The Yeast — the kingdom will permeate and finalgnsform the
whole world.

The ethical teaching of Christ compliments the Hied nature of the
kingdom showing us how to live in the kingdom.

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT

1. What do you understand by the mystery of the kimgadé God?

2. Jesus Christ told many Parables to explain thedkingof God.
Discuss the parable of the Tares and Weeds aridetst.

3. Discuss any two ethical issues we treated in thie un
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MODULE 3 THE THEOLOGY OF GOD, CHRIST,
HOLY SPIRIT, MAN AND PAUL

Unit 1 The Doctrine of God in the New Testament

Unit 2 Christology in the New Testament

Unit 3 The world and man in the New Testament

Unit 4 The place of the Holy Spirit in the New T@sent

Unit 5 The Theology of Paul, the representativéhef Apostles.

INTRODUCTION

This module takes up other major themes in Newafesht. You will
notice that we have adopted the synthetic methaabimstudy of New
Testament Theology. Here in this module we will eagghe analytical
method only. On the last point, we are going tdofelredemptive order
in treating the content of this module. The plansafvation begins
with God. Christ was sent to carry out the plan dedcame into this
world to work with man. His ministry was successldcause of the
empowering of the Holy Spirit. When he returnedhéaven, he sent the
Spirit to work with his disciples to continue thiaup of redemption. Paul
Is treated here as a representative of the apastiéone who fulfilled
the great commission. The module wants you to lsaewhatever God
is doing in history, it is for the salvation of mahconfirms the saying
that “God works everything for the good of themttlae him, who
have been called according to his purpose” (Ror8)8:2

Here too readA Theology of the New Testament by George LaddRaul.
A servant of Jesus Christ by FB. Meyer; Paul, Apostle of the Heart Set
free by F.F. Bruce and other text assigned after ewuity

UNIT 1 GOD IN NEW TESTAMENT THEOLOGY

CONTENT

1.0 Introduction
2.0  Objectives
3.0 Main Content
3.1 God as Creator
3.2 The Providence of God
3.3  Theological Titles of God
3.3.1 The Spirit
3.3.2 Saviour
3.3.3 Most High (El-Elyon)
3.3.4 Alpha and Omega
3.4 The Attributes of God
4.0 Conclusion
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5.0 Summary
6.0 Tutor-marked Assignment
7.0 References/Further Readings

1.0 INTRODUCTION

Module 2 was about the kingdom of God. In Unit 3tlwdit module we
looked at the nature of the God of the kingdom, a@acentrated our
efforts on his activities towards man in order ton¢p and keep him in
his kingdom. In this unit, | will move to a moretdied discussion of
God, not just his activities but also his being avadure. | will discuss
God’s work of creation, providence, his titles aadivities. This is to
help you know who God is. You will agree that yawokw someone by
what he does. In our culture, titles usually revds character of
people. Most of the chieftaincy titles are givenptablicize the culture
or work of an individual. Names and titles also én@omething to do
with relationships. Through the name and title oidGyou will see God
relationship to the world and how we are to retatbim.

2.0 OBJECTIVES
By the end of this unit you should be able to:

Discuss the doctrine of creation in the New Testame
Explain what how God takes care of creation.

Be familiar with the central ideas of each of title$ of God.
Explain we mean by attributes of God.

3.0 MAIN CONTENT

3.1 God as Creator

The NT clearly teaches that God is the creatorhefworld and he is
distinct and not co-eternal with the creation. SoNew Testament
scholars like G. Wingren insist that creation maesthe starting point in
approaching Biblical theology. It is extremely innfamt to begin New
Testament Theology with creation theology. In thewNTestament, all
things were created by God through Christ (Rdm6; Rev4:11; Eph
3:9). The theology of creation leads to redemptWdinat God is doing
in the New Testament is redemption, the creatiowldth man is at the
centre. Christ came to reveal the glory that Gad hBven before the
foundation of the world (John 17:5, 24).
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3.2 The Providence of God

The God who created the earth has not and willeste it alone to
natural laws. The term providence refers both ta’&care and to his
rule over the entire universe. God sustain histmea Christ, in his
teaching, lay special emphasis on God’'s activitycaring for the
creation. God comes, feeds, protects and contradsyeone of his
creation, animals and plants are included. God stakéeerest in the
details of human lifgMatt 6:26; 10:29, 30). He does not only know
what happens, he controls and plays an active nolehe world
history.

The New Testament is very clear that God extendsiapprovidential
care to those who have accepted Christ as theiowafRom 8:26).
This providential care has implication for ecoladiconcerns. God’'s
interest in caring for the world should lead to dnterest in taking
care of creation too. Providence, well understdedieferring to the
sovereignty of God. This doctrine of God’s sovengygis a great
comfort to Christians, especially in times of d#ss. It is because Paul
believed that God was sovereign that he could wfAdad we know
that in all things God works for the good of thagko love him, who
have been called according to his purpose” (Ror@)8:2

Self-Assessment Exercise 1

1. The Bible says God has created all things but tieemme thing
that the Bible seems to also tell us that it wast ereated by
God. What do you think a good God will not create?

3.3 Theological Titles of God

The New Testament does not take the pain to arguauch for God
existence. It assumes that God exists. The closassage is Heb
11:5: “And without faith it is impossible to plea&»d, because anyone
who comes to him must believe that he exists aatltta rewards those
who earnestly seek him”. In Rom 1:8-23, Paul asgheat the existence
of God is not a problem to the Gentiles or Jewsabse “God has made
himself known to all people”. He says: “The wrath God is being
revealed from heaven against all the godlessnedswackedness of
men who suppress the truth by their wickednesgesimhat may be
known about God is plain to them. For since thatiwe of the world
God'’s invisible qualities, his eternal power andini nature — have
been clearly seen” (Rom1:18-20).
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The existence of God is the most important questdnhuman

existence. It affects the whole tone of human lifidether man is
regarded as the Supreme Being in the universe eth&hit is believed
that man has a superior being that he must lovey abd worship. The
New Testament teaches that human beings must gonbdeyjust

accepting the existence of God. It teaches thah subelief does not
make one different from the demons. What we neefaith in God

(James 2:18-19). The New Testament and, in faet,vthole of the
Bible speaks of God in human terms. God is asstwaith natural and
cultural activities such as light (1 John5; Matt 4:16); fire (Heb

12:19); a mother, father, shepherd (Luki&); potter (Rom9:21);

architect, builder (Heb 11:10), etc.

The New Testament calls God by different titlese3d titles represent
the nature and activities of God. The most prontioaes are:

3.3.1 The Spirit

In his teaching on worship, Christ declared thabdds Spirit” (John
4:28). What the NT does not disclose to us is thtune of God’'s
spirituality. To say God is Spirit means we caniefine God in material
categories. God is not matter, he is found everyahehe Iis
indivisible and unique. It is this Spirit that waseathed in man to give
him life. Part of us is spirit (John8; 4:24; 1 Tim 1:17; 6:15-16). The
spiritual nature of God makes the doctrine of thodytSpirit intelligible.
Since Christ discussed God’s spiritual under wars@hristians are to
give more attention to spiritual matters and lessoaitward religious
activities.

This brings to mind God’s infinity. As a Spirit, @as free from all
limitations. There are no limitations to his divibeing or attributes.
He is unlike anything we experience. Infinity of ¢soan be thought of
iIn many ways.

Space -We cannot limit God to a particular space. He isaqmesent.
The question of whereness and location is not egiple to God. God
can be found everywhere. The implication is thaidGhould be
worshipped everywhere.

Time — Time does not apply to God. He was before time bedée
cannot ask how old he is, for he was, he is andilhde (Jude 25). God
is timeless, he does not grow or develop — thegearvariations in him.
This is not to say that God does not know whatappening with us
now. God is conscious of what is happening now,twiagpened in the
past and what is going to happen. We should alsavkinat to God,
one (1) day is like 1000 years.
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Knowledge and Wisdom — His knowledge is immeasurable (Matt
10:29-30). Everything is completely transparentobefGod, he knows
every truth, he has access to all information (R4r33).

Self-Assessment Exercise 3

1. The Bible has also talked about other spirituahfg] mention as
many as you can.

3.3.2 Saviour

The New Testament uses this title to apply to €hmsre but it also
uses it with reference to God. It has its backgdouarthe Old Testament
where God’s dominant activity was saving his peopte the New
Testament, the main occurrences of the title aumdoin the pastoral
letters (1 Tim2:3; Tit 2; 10-13; 3:4). Other passages in the New
Testament see God as saving sinners and the woddgh Christ. A
prominent biblical scholar once said that the wholie Christian
theology centres on the theme of God saving higlpeo

Self-Assessment Exercise 4

1. Read the passages above again and note who Gadling @nd
why.
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3.3.3 The Most High (El-Elyon)

This title of God expresses his supreme dignity sungeriority over all
things. It is one of the most ancient names of (dtie Old Testament.
In the New Testament it was used even by demonis. t€Hs us how
popular the name was. Theologically, this title eref to the
transcendence nature of God. God is not part oictbation, he is far
removed from its form, yet he is in control of humand world
activities.

Self-Assessment Exercise 5

1. Transcendence is one of the terms that described’'sGo
relationship to his creation. Other views that désc God's
relationship to his creation are Pantheism and rDeiBefine
these terms to be familiar with how people thinkwiGod.

3.3.4 Alfa and Omega

This name implies that God is the sovereign Loralbfimes and ages.
The first and last Greek letters are used for tlez-present God to make
useful points to readers. This name means Godeévéo in control and

in charge. The name is an assurance to Christidits pass through
periods of trial and difficulties that God is inrdool of all circumstance.

God is in control of the span of the world histofjhere are no

blank periods in the theological understanding ol Christians are to
capitalize on this theology and seek to be conscaiuGod’s presence
in all of their activities.

Self-Assessment Exercise 6

1. Think of other names of God that convey the ided @od is the
God of all time and ages.

3.4 The Attributes of God

The attributes of God tell us what God is like Ire tNew Testament.

Attributes of God are qualities that constitute wha is. There are

characteristics of his mna&e; his permanent qualities, objective
characteristics, and part of his very nature, bisdpand essence. Basing
on the attributes, the Westminster Catechism seesas “eternal and

unchangeable in his being, wisdom, power, holinpsdice, goodness,

and truth”. Attributes throw light on the many fésef the character of

God.
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The New Testament presents God in the followingsde

The wisdom of God

The glory of God

The holiness of God

The love and grace of God
The goodness of God

The uniqueness of God
The unity of God

NogokrwdNE

Self-Assessment Exercise 7

1. We have not mentioned all the attributes of Godnhsas God
of love. Mention others that we have not mentioned.

2. It will be important to discuss a few attributes@dbd that appear
prominent in the New Testament.

Love

That God is love means that God is eternally sigaamd giving
himself. God exercised love even before the crealibe persons in the
Trinity love themselves (Johri4:31; Matt 3:17). Love is seen in
other attributes such as benevolence, grace, nardypersistence. In
benevolence, God takes care of his people’s ulamatlfare (John
3:16). God cares and provides for his people. Ble bf God includes
his grace and mercy. In Grace, he deals with peoplebased on their
merits or worthiness. Grace is dependent on hisdigess and
generosity. He requires nothing from us (Eph &:2:79; Tit 2:11;
3:3). God’'s mercy is his tender-hearted, caringhgassion. It is the
pitying concern of God (Matt 9:3%; Mark 6:34). God’s love is
persistence, his patience is without limit. Look the live of the
Israelites (Ron2:4; 9:22; 1 Pet 3:20).

Self-Assessment Exercise 8
1. What are the other aspects of God’s love?
Holiness

The word Holy means to be separated. God is aledgpldtstinct from

all his creatures and is exalted above them imiitgfimajesty. In virtue
of his holiness, he has no communion with sin. sThie also
demonstrates in his moral creatures. We are alssdagpon to be holy,
to be separated, to cut off or to withdraw from coom ordinary use.
Read 2 Cor 6:14-17. Scholars think that this is liket description of
holiness in the Bible.
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Self-Assessment Exercise 9

1. 2 Cor 6:14-17 is very important for the understagdiof
Holiness. Read it carefully and outline what a hplirson is
expected to do.

Immutability

This means that God is devoid of change. He isgélass in his being,
perfection, purpose and promises. His words, kndgdeand plans, and
moral principles remain forever the same. Improeetn and

deterioration are not found in God (Heb 1:12; Jam 1:17). This
should not make God an action-less God (immobil@gd has entered
into a relationship with human beings. Their adi@@metime change
what is around but his being remains the sameodischot also mean
that what we do here does not affect God or he doedeel it. God

grieves when we sin, he is really affected by whatdo. Immutability

does not mean God will not correct his peoplesltcomforting for

Christians to know that God is going to remainhfit to his promises
and his steadfast love endures forever.

Self-Assessment Exercise 10

1. In what ways do our actions affect God?
4.0 CONCLUSION

The study of God is called theology proper. It oat God and his
relation to the created world, especially man,dfevn of creation. All

of God’s activities have man at the centre. Higegit names and
attributes can be explained in relations to natireman and Gods
desire of what man is expected to attain. In thev Nestament, God
manifested himself in Christ and also works throughrist. Christ

himself taught he is God, sent by God and is waykar him according

to his directives. The aim of disclosing the vergture of God to

humanity is to help man to know how to approach .Gédd is unlike

anything we know and experience in this world. Bl¢oi be approached
differently according to his nature. This doctriseopposed to deism —
which states that God created the world but habdratwvn from it.

The world only operates by the laws of nature.
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5.0 SUMMARY

This unit exposes you to the activities of God hrstworld generally.
The unit first establishes that God is the creatdhe universe and thus
he owns everything in it as the Psalms testify. &aeh is the Lord and
the fullness thereof. The good God also takes chmyerything he has
created but he has special care for believers.

This God, who has created the world and takes @it is a spiritual
being who saves his people from sins. He has powarall things and
he is fully in control. This unit closes with th#rdoutes of God which
reveal the characteristics of his nature.

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT

1. Under the theological titles of God, discuss Algrad Omega
and Saviour

2. After explaining the term attribute, discuss any tattributes of
God.

7.0 REFERENCES/FURTHER READINGS

Ladd, George Eldon. (1974A Theology of the New Testament. Grand
Rapid: William Eerdmans Publishing Company.

Guthriel, Donald. (1981)New Testament Theology. Leicester: Inter
Varsity Press.

Erickson, Millard. (1983).Christian Theology. Fifth Edition. Grand
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UNIT 2 CHRISTOLOGY OF THE NEW TESTAMENT
CONTENTS

1.0 Introduction

2.0 Objectives

3.0 Main Content
3.1  Christ the Messiah
3.2  Christ the Son of David
3.3  Christ the Servant of God
3.4  Christ the Son of man
3.5 Christas Lord
3.6  Christ as an Atoning Sacrifice

4,0 Conclusion

5.0 Summary

6.0 Tutor-marked Assignment

7.0 References/Further Reading.

1.0 INTRODUCTION

You saw in the last unit that in the New Testam@&uig was working in

Jesus Christ. The creation was through him. Godesotirough Christ
and has made himself known through Christ who ésvéry image of

God. This logically leads us to a more detailedlgtof Christ. We have

said before that Christ is the key figure of theanNBestament and that
no part of it is intelligible without him. | willdllow the same pattern we
adopted in the last unit. | will lead you to studigrist through his titles

and names or offices. The advantage is that thitts® dr names connect
Christ with the Old Testament, the entire redengtinstory gives an

account of his birth, ministry, atonement and istionship with God

and man. It will not be difficult to see these hetcontent of the unit.
The New Testament calls Christ by many names afeb.tiSome of

these include: Jesus (Matt 1:21), Immanuel (Ma#3):the Son of

God (Luke 1:35), the Son of Man (Matt 8:20), thervte the Messiah

or Christ (John 1:41) and the Lord (Acts 2:36). €@¢h are: servant,
mediator, prophet, priest and king, and in somdeBuersions these are
printed as names, with an initial capital letter.

2.0 OBJECTIVES

By the end of this unit you should be able to:

o Discuss the messiahship of Christ.

o Explain why Christ is called Son of David.

o Compare the Old Testament usage of the servanbofvith that
of Christ.
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o List the meanings of the name ‘Son of Man.’
o Explain the various ways that the title Lord apt@yChrist.
o Appreciate the importance of the death of Christ

3.0 MAIN CONTENT
3.1  Christ the Messiah

The Christological title of the messiah must be arstbod against its
Old Testament background. Messiah is from the Helverd Mashach
which means to anoint. The one anointed was c#flednessiah. In the
Old Testament, kings and priests were anointed withand that oil
symbolized the spirit of God. Anointing representbeé transfer of
the spirit to the consecrated person.

Christ is the New Testament translation of the ldebmessiah. Like the
kings and priests, Jesus was adsointed; and this took place during
his baptism. In the New Testament, Christ is preseas the fulfilment

of the long anointed hope to deliver Israel (Luk29232). Other Jews
had a different understanding and expectation ef ressiahship of
Christ. They were expecting Christ to be a politleader to lead Israel
against hostile nations. The New Testament undesig is that he is
the one through whom God would break through intmén history for

the salvation of his people.

Against the Jewish understanding, the New Testateawhes that the
messiahship of Christ comprise of his ministry t®nibn-possessed,
healing the sick, giving sight to the blind, makitige lame walk, and
taking care of the less privileged and his atonwvayk on the cross.
Jesus himself used Old Testament passages to blabwe has come to
fulfil the messianic role (Luke 4:18-19).

Self-Assessment Exercise 1

1. Compare the Jewish understanding of the role of niessiah
with that of the New Testament.

2. In Luke 4:18-19 what are the things that the mdssias
expected to do?

3.2 Christ the Son of David

The idea of Christ as the son of David is takemfi» Sam 7:16. Here
God promised that the throne of David will be eks@led forever. This
promise is basic to the prophetic predictions reigar the messianic
kingdom. It explains how the messianic hope ofsored kingdom was
seen to be a fulfilment of the divine promise tovida The prophets
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looked for a descendant of David, for it is withvihthat God made the
promise.

During the Inter-testamental period, two messiabsevwpostulated. One
was that of a Davidic figure while the second okegtly figure form

Aaron. Though this period was predominantly prigsthe Davidic

Messiah was too strong to be dropped. This, agadiplains why the
evidence for the popular use of the term son ofiDaemes mainly in

Matthew. It is generally accepted that the comiregssah was believed
to be closely connected with David in contemporargaism in the time
of Jesus and the development of the Christian @huite other

gospels and Paul also spend considerable time sdisauChrist as
the son of David.

Self-Assessment Exercise 2

1. Use your concordance and record down the placéseirgospel
of Luke, John and Letter of Paul where the “SonDaivid”
appeatrs.

2. In the Old Testament who was the most popular $@&oad?

3.3 Christ the Servant of God

The term, servant of God is never used by Jesubeowriters of the
gospels to apply to him but is understood thapjtli@ad to Christ. The
writers of the Epistles chose to use the word serwaore. The term
mostly used in the Old Testament has five differesss.

1. It refers to a humble self-description of the regghis in the
presence of God

2. Servants of God in the plural refers to the righteo

3. Servant of God in singular is a description of ésra

4 It was a title of someone who especially distingad himself as
an instrument to be used by God

5. The Servant of God refers to the messiah

The last reference is found only in the form “myveat” and with God
as the speaker. Isaiah has many songs that beditl¢hethe servant
songs”. These are found in Isa 42;149:16; 50:4:13-53:12. There has
been much debate over the servant in the songs abdther it refers
to an individual or represents Israel collectivdBoth aspects of the
servant have contributed to the New Testament egin of the
passages to Jesus Christ.

The servant as an individual is more applicableCtoist. Christ was
endowed with the spirit of God to restore a unigkraission to declare

93



CRS324 NEW TESTAMENT THEOLOGY

his judgment among nations. To achieve his missubmist experienced
vicarious suffering. The suffering servant clegilgys an important role
in our understanding of the work of Christ.

Self-Assessment Exercise 3

1. Which of the five use of the servant of God in @ld Testament
apply to Christ?

2. Read the “Servant songs” of Isa 42:1-9 and writeyour
notebook, the call of the servant and his respditib.

3.4 Christ the Son of Man

The gospel used this name for Jesus more thanthey. & occurs over
30 times in Matt, 15 in Mark, 25 in John. Jesudusédor himself. It is
only once that another person called him by thimegJohn 12:34).
The name occurs only three other times in theakdte New Testament
(Act 7:5; Rev1:13; 14:14).

The name has some Old Testament background as ltvapppears 90
times in the book of Ezekiel where the prophet igspit to himself to
designate his prophetic mission. It also appeaPss18:4 and 80:17. The
name is also used in Dan 8:17 with a similar préphenderstanding.

Scholars have suggested that Jesus might havewsatrine term from
Ezekiel and Daniel to express his consciousnesisetinging to the
same prophetic line. In the vision of Daniel 7 espéy verse 13, the
name has an apocalyptic and messianic over songeviion is in line
with Jesus says in Maltt:30; 26:64 about his second coming.

It has been suggested that Jesus used this titlerée reasons.

1. To express consciousness of being the messiah
2. To conceal and reveal his messianic identity (tassmnic secret)
3. To identify himself with man as mankind’s represdive

In summary, the name son of man means:

1. The one who has authority. Christ has authoritiptgive sin and
to be Lord of the Sabbath

It is a glorification theme of Christ

It refers to the humiliation of the early life oh@st

It carries the suffering and death motif

It serves as an expression of mankind’s salvation

akrwpn
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Self-Assessment Exercise 4

1. Read Dan 7:13-14 and compare his understanding Mkt
24:29,31; 26:62-66.

2. What are the two things you find in Daniel that woce you that
the passage is referring to Christ?

3. Look at Number 4 of the summary of the meaningthefname
son of man again. What would you consider to beeetspf the
humiliation of Christ?

3.5 Christas Lord

The name Lord is from the Greek woKdrrios. It is used in different
ways with reference to Christ. It was a honourabte and a
confessional name (Rom 10:9). In the early Chuocle, had to confess
Jesus as Lord before he was baptized. The namalsevde sus’
divine nature. The title Lord denotes a position afthority. His
Lordship is demonstrated in his resurrection, etait, and his position
at the right hand of God where he reigns over edation. In Matt
28:18-20, Jesus declared that all authority is rgive him; and in
Phil 2:9-11, Paul testifies that God has exalted, lgiven him a name
that is above every other name, and that at hisenewvery tongue will
confess that Christ is Lord.

The name Lord is more frequently used as a pali, just as the
English title sir or milord. In this case, its egalent in Hebrew is
Rabbi-teacher or master (MatB:26; 15:27; Luke 7:6; 13:19; 9:57;
10:1, 39, 41). Other times the title is to accomhdur to Christ or a
respectful address to acknowledge his dignity (L4k& Matt 7:21
Mark 2:28; 11:3; 12:37). In other instances, the name is used to
recognize the authority of Jesus, especially opettsal matters (Matt
21:3, 21, 42).

In many passages, the name Lord points to the Aitlenai, which
the Jew used of God instead of the divine naivaweh. In the
following passages Jesus is called “Lord” to shasvvims divine, to
express ownership, authority , and to show thatvas the real Son of
God(John 20:28; Acts2:36; 1 Cor 12:3).

Self-Assessment Exercise 5

1. Outline how the name Lord applies to Christ
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3.6  Christ as an Atoning Sacrifice

Our discussion of Christ will be incomplete withaie treatment of
the atonement. In the gospels, we find Jesus’ retates and teachings
about his death and its purpose. Concerning ottaters, Jesus spoke
in parable or talked about them as he was respgndirssues raised by
his opponents. In the case of his death, he spwketly and initiated
the discussion himself. However, we see this moréne later part of
his ministry as in the early part.

Jesus had a very clear sense of his mission. He keewas sent by the
father and knew what he was sent to do. In Joh8 Be3declares: “For
| have come down from heaven, not to do my own, vt the will
of him who sent me”. In another passage he poitdedhat he came to
do: “For God sent the Son into the world, not tad®mn the world, but
that the world, might be saved through him” (Johri73 This
work of saving humanity or redemption was acconmglcs on the
cross and is known as atonement. The New Testatagntmuch
emphasis on the fact that Christ is sent. Thisoishow that Christ
death was a voluntarily act, not imposed on him.

It is also very clear that Jesus knew that the Telstament prophesy of
Isaiah 53 was referring to him and will be fulfdien his life and death.
In his discourses, he frequently, made mention isf death and
suffering. He said, he will suffer many things,fegected by his people,
persecuted by the religious authorities, be takemthem, lay down his
life for his friends, and be crucified (Mark38; Matt 9:15; 11:12). His
references to his suffering and death make it dleatr Christ knew this
was the primary purpose of his coming.

Jesus saw his death as a ransom. He said: “TheoStdfan did not
come to be served, but to serve and give his §fa eansom for many”
(Matt 20:28). Christ did not state to whom the mnsvas to be paid or
who was holding his people captive. In another pgessChrist saw his
death as a substitution. He said: “Greater loverfmasian than this, that
a man lays down his life for his friends” (John 1. The high
priest Caiaphas made prophetic utterance that uidvoe better for one
man to die for the whole race (John49; 18:14).

Jesus also looked at his death as a sacrifice enntanner of Old
Testament sacrifices. A large part of the book ebkews is devoted to
an explanation of Christ's priestly role (Heb 4:3:460; 7:1-10:18).

Here the author explains that Christ was a higbsprafter the order of
Melchizedek (5:1ff.), an order superior to the liral priesthood (7:1-
28). The author then goes on to compare the oldnawd covenants,
showing that the new covenant was greatly supgsitre old in that it's
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ceremonies had a permanent effect (8:1ff.). Ingherifice of his own
precious body, Christ “offered for all time one e for sins” (Heb

10:12). The author concludes that Christ continiwesnediate for his
people at the right hand of God, and that all belie may approach
God'’s throne in confidence, knowing that their sime covered by the
blood of Christ.

As our High Priest, Christ sacrificed himself tora for the sins of his
people. He was “the lamb of God” and “our Passquwshio came as the
fulfilment of the atonement sacrifices commandedOrT. (Isa 53:6;
John 1:29; 1 Cor5:7; cf. Mark 10:4; Rom 3:24-3; Col 2:17; 2 Cor
5:21; Gal 3:13; 1 John 1:7). From the book of Hebrews, we leaat th
the O.T. sacrifices in themselves had no effeceyTéerved the people
as a reminder of their sins, and in this way, theinted them to their
need for Christ (Heb 10:1-4).

The teaching that Christ died on behalf of his peap known as the

doctrine ofvicarious atonement. It is one of the most central beliefs of
the Christian faith. Christ came as aucar, our substitute, to die the
death that we deserved to die (§8a6; 2 Cor5:21; Gal3:13; Heb9:28;

1 Pet 2:24). He paid the penalty for our sin, ammhaved God’s curse

from us (Ron%:25; 1 Pet 3:18; 1 John 2:2).

Self-Assessment Exercise 6

1. Compared the Old Testament sacrifices with th&hoifst.

4.0 CONCLUSION

Unit two gives special attention to Christ. We jaaiv that in the New
Testament, God works through him. It is importdrgttyou study him
independently. You will observe that in the New thesent, the nature
and work of Christ is revealed in his titles andnea. An understanding
of these names gives you a deeper understandiwbaifhe came to do.
These titles and names connect Christ with the T@stament and the
whole progressive redemptive plan of God in theomsof man. They
also show you that Christ has authority and the aawepment to do
what he came to do. Christ divine and human natcwese up clear in
these names and titles.

50 SUMMARY
In this unit we looked at what can be called tittesnames of Christ.

Each one has some particular facts about Chrigt. Nlbst prominent
ones that can be seen in each name include Oldniest background
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or connection, how that applies to Christ and hiskaunder that title.
We shall follow this pattern to summarize this unit

- —h (D

Promised made t
David.

0 lineage of David.

OLD HOW IT
TESTAMENT APPLIES TO

CHRIST
Messiah: Christ was anointed at Work of Christ under the
Kings & priest| his baptism with the office of spiritual leader o
were Holy Spirit. Israel to deliver them fron
anointed with oil demonic forces.
Son of David: Born from the | Head of the Church

Servant of God:

The righteous Israe
a special instrumern
of God, and whg

of God

suffers for the work

Christ was righteous
, had special function t
t playandas a
) suffering servant.

D the cross.

His ministry and death o

Son of Man:
Used in Ezekiel ant

Son of a woman an

1 had humarn

d Came about humanity and

addressed human

Danielas one experience, was alsoproblems.
belonging to the called prophet
prophet’s live.
Lord: He was God and hadForgave Sins
Name used i same authority like

God.

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT

1. What is the New Testament teaching about Christthees
Messiah?

2. The servant of God is one of the titles of Christthe New
Testament. Beginning with Old Testament usage, show the
title also applies to Christ

3. Discuss the benefits of Christ’ sacrifice for Chaass.
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UNIT 3 MAN AND THE WORLD IN NEW TESTAMENT
THEOLOGY

CONTENTS

1.0 Introduction
2.0  Objectives
3.0 Main Content
3.1 The Created World
3.2  Man in Himself
3.3 Man in Relation to God
3.3.1 Terms for Sin the in Gospels
3.3.2 The Concepts of Sin in Johanine Writings
3.3.3 Pauline Concepts of Sin
4.0 Conclusion
5.0 Summary
6.0 Tutor-marked Assignment
7.0 References/further Readings

1.0 INTRODUCTION

If you are vigilant, you will notice that we areogressing logically in
this study and module. We said that God createdwbed through
Christ. After discussing God, we talked about GhriSow it is
appropriate to talk about God’s creation. We caralit about creation
without man. Man is the crown of creation and hengate is to have
dominion over the earth. In the same way we cataléit about man
without reference to sin. The discussion aboutsips us to understand
man'’s original state, his present condition, higuates to others and the
rest of the creation, and explains the state diraffin this world, the
mission of Christ and of course, reminds us ofribed to establish the
kingdom. As you walk your way through this unitinthand reflect over
the Nigerian situation. What is the root of the @f corruption,
injustice, robbery, bribery, election malpractiaedNigeria? What is the
best way of fighting these sins? What does thisakabout the spiritual
state of the Christians in Nigeria?

2.0 OBJECTIVES

At the end of this unit you are expected to:

o Identify the different spiritual agencies that exnsthis world.

o Trace the human journey from creation to his preséte and
find out the root of human problems.

J Explain man’s standing with God after the fall.
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. List the different terms used in the New Testantgndifferent
authors for sin.

3.0 MAIN CONTENT

3.1 The Created World

We have already established that the world is eteby God and he is
in total control of the world. However, this woikl under the influence
of evil to such an extent that the world itself d@nused by mankind to
create enmity with God. The created world seeménNew Testament is
full of spiritual agencies. They are servants ofi@oad their main task is
to communicate the message of God to man. The Nestafent story
is incomplete without them. They were part of digant events in the
New Testament and the story of salvation. Theyeqdag major role in
the birth of John and Jesus and in the resurrecfi@@hrist. Revelation
tells us that they have roles to play in the atési of the Church
presently and when Christ returns.

The world is also made up of spiritual forces ofamverse kind. The
mission of Christ must be understood against thackground.
Demonology pervades the New Testament literatudetla@ activities of
the demonic world is seen as hostile and opposdaetpropagation of
the gospel. Demonic forces held man captive in mamys. The
mission of Christ was to overthrow them and indeedlid.

Self-Assessment Exercise 1

1. Mention the name of one good angel in the New Testd that
you know and one thing he was sent to do.
2. Compare the role of the good angel with that oftthé ones

3.2 Man in Himself

The New Testament has not defined man and has iweh gis the
psychological make up of man. However, we canlgeiNew Testament
view of man by deducing from the wide range of matse presented
on the subject. Man is represented as being in aonwation with God
(spiritual) or not being in communication with G@marnal).

The New Testament view of man has to do with mamé&sent state.
Man was created in the image and likeness of Gdx ta true reflection
of God. Through man’s disobedience in the gardérs tvas lost.
However, in Christ, man is able to be a true reitecof God again.
The New Testament teaches clearly that man is nradlee image of
God (1 Cor 11: 7). In 1 Cor 11:7 image and glory ased, in Col 3:10
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only image is used and Jam 3:9 uses likeness. Ermenabove, image
and likeness are used interchangeably and synorglynditheologians
say that the understanding of the image of God Ishoot be restricted
to an exegesis of the first chapter of Genesis.nipt@a Col 3:10

mentions knowledge as an image of God. It is at3y ¢lear that Christ
is called the image of God (2 Cérd; Col 1:15). Throughout history,
theologians have identified the image of God in n@ original

righteousness, true knowledge, and holiness. Tleesee from the
statement that man was very good (see Eph 4:24).

This is what God’s salvation plan seeks to dohenNlew Testament, one
finds the relations between sexes stated in cleanst especially by
Paul and Jewish tradition. Jesus gives a more cesge position for

woman while Paul supports male domination. In tradal Judaism,

women and children are not even counted. The Nestah@ent upholds

differences in sex roles. The New Testament pieséesus alone as
an ideal or perfect man. He alone perfectly fidfilithe divine intention

for manhood. Other human beings are asked to eehiladife.

Man, generally has infinite value before God. He kaperiority over

the animal world and has various responsibilite$bd, to the society
and the creation. Anthropologically, man has a ,sspirit, flesh, body,

heart, mind, conscience, and there is an inner iBametimes, man is
viewed as consisting of the soul or spirit and bdgdighotomy) and

also as having body, soul and spirit (trichotond@sus, in his teaching,
seems to mention only the body and the soul (Ma®,625).

Paul, on the other hand, makes a lot of referet@asman’s essential
nature and make-up. In his vocabulary, we find siffe (Sarx) 91
times; which is used in a physical and ethisahse; Spirit (pneuma)
146 times to denote the God-ward aspect of martisg@idody (soma)
89 times, most often to designate the human orgabist sometimes
the carnal aspect of mamature; Soul (psyche) 11 times, carry the
idea of the vital principle of life. Paul sometimesntrast flesh and
spirit; body and soul, and yet other times employs they,bsoul and
spirit (1 Thess 5:23). Other writers like John sedmtalk only about
flesh and spirit in their arguments with those velaed Christ only came
in the spirit (Docetists).

There are basically three views on the constitatioature of man:
1. Trichotomy — the trichotomist argue that man is enagp of
three constituents. The body, soul and spirit.

a. The physical body is not different from that ofmais and
plants.
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b. The soul is the psychological element, the basizason,
of emotion, of social interrelatedness etc.

C. The spirit is the religious element, this enables human
to perceive spiritual maker and respond to spirgtienuli,
seat of spiritual qualities.

Their reference text is 1 Thess 5:23, others are 4E; 1 Cor2:14;
3:1-4 (KJV).

2.

Self-A

Dichotomy — the dichotomists teach that man is aosep of
two elements, a material aspect, thely; and the immaterial
one, soul or spirit. From Gen 2:7, God breathed mian one
principle — a living soul. They find many passagesvhich the
soul and spirit are used interchangeably (@&r8; Psa 42:6;
Matt 20:28; 27:50; John12:27; 13:21; Heb 12:23 and Rev 6:9).
In other passages body and soul are spoken ajresittiting the
whole person (Mattl0:28; 1 Cor 5:3; 3 John 2). Death is
described as giving up the soul (G&f:18; 1 Kings 17:21;
Acts 15:26) as well as giving up the spirit (Bda; Luke 23:46;
Matt 27:50; Jam 2:27). There is also a support from the Hebrew
parallelism (Luke 1:46, 47). Lastly, conscioushésstifies that
there are two elements in man’s being. We canngjsish a
material part and an immaterial part, but the cansness no
one can distinguish between soul and spirit.

Monism- This is the view of the materialists. Th&gy the idea
to divide man into body, soul or spirit is a priivi one. That
man is not to be thought of as in any sense condpokearts or
separate entities, but rather as a radical unhgyTsay the Bible
views man as a whole, self, body, soul, spirit amely
synonymous. Even when people die they are viewedhase.
They give the example of Abraham, the Rich Man bararus.
In that parable these people are not souls bup&rBons.

ssessment Exercise 2

We have described two types oémmthe spiritual and the carnal.

1.

2.

Who do you understand to be the spiritual peopld &ho the
carnal people?

According to the discussion above who and what egtore man
to his original state?

The New Testament talks about man in dichotomy seamwell
as in trichotomy terms. Which of these do you thibp&st
represents your understanding of the constitutinaalre.

From this note, what makes man so special?

103



CRS324 NEW TESTAMENT THEOLOGY

3.3 Man in Relation to God

The general situation of man as can be seen ifiNdwe Testament in
relation to God is that of rebellion against Godariyl from the
beginning, disobeyed the law of God. This disobeckebrought him
under the bondage of sin, from which, he cannoa@scahrough his
efforts. Sin has placed man in a position of ignoeaof God and of
false estimate of himself.

Sin is not compatible with the righteous God. ThewNTestament is
clear that sin is under condemnation and punishm8mt and its
consequences are behind New Testament teachinglatisn and the
mission of Christ. The New Testament presents sth many facets
and these facets account for the different integbien and
representation of the work of Christ.

The work of sin The work of Christ

1) Sin enslaves us - Christ delivers us

2) Sin brings falsehood - Christ presents truth

3) Sin brings disobedience - Christ shows the vediysbedience

4) Sin is deviation from the will of God - Christthe way, the truth
and life. He sets the perfect example of righteeasifior us.

The New Testament accounts tell us very clearly #a is not from
God - that God hates sin, he is holy, anythingusidbes not come in
his presence, he tempts no one (Jam;1uike 5:8). Christ contended
that sinful acts have their origin in a corrupt fi@d man (Matt 7:21).

The question of the origin of sin is a major ongha New Testament.
The answer to the question seems to come from Ja1b and the
definition of sin. The Jewish definition of sin igping beyond the
line, crossing the line, doing something in exc€ssd has drawn a line
that we must notross; and when we cross the line, it becomes sin. In
the garden, God drew a line between trees thatidheueaten and those
that should not be eaten. Man sinned when he aabse line. What
made man to cross the line is desire. James sdgsiré gives birth to
sin.” For him it is desire that is responsible four sins. God has
created man with desire. Desire in itself is nod.bRaul advises that
we should control the use of our desire (Rom 13:¥B can say that
God did not mean bad for creating man with a desi@an we
imagine a human being without a desire? In this, Wthen we desire
things and obtain them legitimately, there is noghibad. Sin
therefore comes from the very nature of man — theuse of that
nature. This explains why God holds us guilty far, and why we
cannot accuse God as the author of sin, except eeeisa him of
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wrongly creating man with a desire. Sin is therefine choice of the
person who commits its.

For further understanding of sin, we shall looktla¢ different terms
used for sin in the New Testament.

Self-Assessment Exercise 3

1. Genesis 3: 16-19 records the consequences of siad Rhe
passage and list them in your note book.
2. Here we have a list of things that sin has donastoThe list is

not exhaustive, write down four more things that yhink sin
has done to humanity.

3.3.1 Terms for Sin in the Gospels

The gospel teaches that sin is trespass and lawlessin the Greek,
trespass means to commit a fault or to fall awayédans to commit a
fault against others and God. It is used for thect®n of the gospel

demands. Lawlessness, on the other hand, literans absence of the
law or non-observance of it. It carries the contnotaof revolt against

God and his laws.

Self-Assessment Exercise 4

1. This section identifies two persons that we sinirsgia Mention
them.

3.3.2 The Concepts of Sin in Johannine Literature

The apostle John talks about sin in his gospell@iters using different
concepts. For him, sin is alienation and separafrom God, it is

unbelief, ignorance, everlasting, or second delathlessness, and sin
has a universal character. For John, there are rfangs that show
our sinful nature and thesaclude; the love of the world, walking in
darkness and lack of brotherly love (1 John &:2:11). John teaches
that everyone is a sinner but the Christian charastnot to continue in
sin (1 John 1:8). Sinners are from the devil: “Heowdoes what is
sinful is of the devil, because the devil has beaming from the

beginning. The reason the Son of Man appeared wadestroy the

devil's work. No one born of God will continue tm’s(1 John 3:8-9).
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Self-Assessment Exercise 5

1. Which of these concepts would you not normally adsisas sin?

3.3.3 Pauline Concepts of Sin

Paul looks at sin as a debt owed to God, a dewidtam the right path,
lawlessness, and a task-master. Sin includes bd#rnal acts and
internal attitudes. Paul sees sin as a personalepavhich holds
humanity in its grasps. Paul has an encompassew of sin. Sin has
affected all human beings as well as all of theatoas (RonB:23;
8:22-24). In Rom 5:15-21, Paul argues that oufukimature has
come from Adam. He teaches that the sin of Adammuted on us, his
posterity. This does not mean that we committedsims, or we were
agents of his act, but that in virtue of the unib@tween us and him, his
sin is a judicial ground of our condemnation. Tisigpossible because
Adam was theFEDERAL HEAD OR REPRESENTATIVE of the
human race. Adam was both our natural and fedexatlhAdam was
standing for the whole of humanity. In God’s sightan had become
both guily and polluted (Rom 5:18-19).

Self-Assessment Exercise

1. Go through the different terms used for sin in Gespels, by
John and Paul and identify the concepts that ahein employed
for sin.

4.0 CONCLUSION

Man is made to live in a web of relationships.sltvery important to
look at man from this angle. Man, by his creationl @ature, is related
to God, other humans and the universe. Looking an rthis way
helps us to know his original state, his presemt future conditions.
From the beginning, man had a harmonious relatipnghth God,
fellow humans and the creation. Sin destroyed tklationship and
brought hostility in human existence. Sin distorted original nature
of man and placed man under various curses andsipument from
which he cannot save himself. Sin and its consempseare behind the
New Testament teaching on salvation and the missfo€@hrist. The
goal of this unit is for you to see the problemtthm, which goes by
various names, has brought into human existence.

Man is in the midst of evil and good angels. Thi¢ @vgels led him into
state of disobedience and sin and continue to hioldcaptive in many
ways. The good angels are servants of God and lieyfor human
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benefit. Even though man lost his true reflectidrGod, he is still of
infinite value in God’s sight. Christ came to restothe original
righteousness lost by man. With the coming of Ghrgn still

constitutes human problem. The New Testament gigethe details of
the work of sin and also gives us hope that fors¢hevho accept
Christ, sin has no power over them because Chasthnquered it.

5.0 SUMMARY

This unit teaches you more details about man. Marart of the created
order and his home is the universe. Man is in tiastof evil and good
angels. The evil angels led man into the stateisfbeédience and sin
continues to hold him captive in many ways. The dg@amgels are
servants of God and they exist for the benefit ahnEven though man
lost his true reflection of God, he is still of imite value in God’s sight.
The purpose of the coming of Christ was to restoaa to his original
position and state. Though the coming of Christ ltasnpletely
destroyed the power of sin, yet sin continues toémt humanity. The
New Testament gives us the details of the workiofosit also gives us
hope that those who accept Christ, sin has no powarthem because
Christ has conquered it

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT

1. What is the New Testament presentation of mannrsaif?

2. What is the general conception of sin in the Newtdment? In
your answer, make mention of terms used for sinndoun
the gospels, in John and in Pauline Literature.
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

In units 2 and 3, | discussed Christ and man. Tission of Christ is to
save man from his sinful nature. We just saw thath mannot save
himself nor is he be able to keep his salvatiod@the spiritual things
required of him by himself. The New Testament pnéséhe Holy Spirit
at work both in Christ and in man. This unit wédkld you to the study of
the roles of the Holy Spirit in the birth, life amainistry of Christ. We
will logically move to his role in ministry of thapostles who took the
mantle from Christ and to the Christians in general deep
understanding of the role and functions of the Hayrit in the lives of
the Christian today is very important. We live metage of the Holy
Spirit and secondly, there is so much emphasis gmaeny Christians
on the gifts of the Holy Spirit. It also looks likbere is disagreement
and confusion among Christians today on the roté fanctions of the
Holy Spirit. My presentations in this unit will heelyou solve some of
your problems.
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2.0 OBJECTIVES
By the end of this unit you should be able to:

o Outline the role of the Holy Spirit in the birth chearly life of

Christ.

o Enumerate the ways that Christ made use of the Hpigt in his
ministry.

o Show the differences in the life and ministry o€ thpostles

before and after they received the Holy Spirit.

o Identify the role of the Holy Spirit and that of anity in
regeneration and sanctification

o Find out what gifts of the Holy Spirit are more ionant.

3.1 The Person of the Holy Spirit

History tells us that the person of the Holy Spieiteived little attention
in the past. Greater emphasis on the person ankswbthe Holy Spirit
started with the Pentecostal movement. The Pertao®vement did
influence the wider Christian community to re-exaenthe doctrine of
the Holy Spirit.

The New Testament teaches that the Holy Spirit {geeson, a “he”
(John 16:14) and not an “it” as some people thisk.a person, the
Holy Spirit can be grieved, sinned against, blaspd lied to, tested
and resisted (Ep#:30; Matt 12:3132; Acts5:3; 7:51). The Spirit's own
activities are also those which can only be doneabgerson. These
include searching, teaching, comforting, convingisggeaking, sending,
etc. (Lukel2:12; John 15:26; 16:8; Acts 8:29; 10:19-20). The New
Testament also speaks of the Holy Spirit as divand God himself
(Acts 5:34; 1 Cor3:16; 6:19; 12:4-6). As God, he has all the divine
attributes, such as omnipotence, omniscience, aesgpce and eternal
(Luke 135; John14:26; Heb 9:14). The Spirit is one with God, so that
words of God spoken in the O.T. are identified asds of the Spirit
(Acts 28:2527; Heb 3:79; 10:15-17). The Holy Spirit is therefore the
third person of the Trinity (Ma@8:19; 2 Cor 13:14).

In the New Testament there are many referencdeetoale of the Spirit
in bringing God’s word. The prophets were movedttwy Spirit (2 Pet
1:21), who revealed the coming of the Messiah enmH1 Pet 1:11).
The message of the prophets was “God-breathedin23T16). In the
same way the New Testament authors were guidededidoly Spirit in
their writings (1 Cor 2:10). We call this work dfe Spirit, inspiration.
The same Spirit also helps those who read God’'sdWbhis work of
the Spirit is also called illumination (1 Cor 2:18:cf. John 16:14).
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3.2 The Holy Spirit in the Birth and Early Life of Christ

The Holy Spirit, one of the persons of the trinpyayed an active and
significant role in the life and ministry of JesU$e Bible records that
the conception of Christ was through the Holy $pirhe implication of
this is that the whole mission of Christ includitige incarnation was
directed by the Holy Spirit. The prophecies contegnthe work of
Christ were to be executed by the Holy Spirit. Ak tpresentation
ceremony of Jesus, Simon, filled and moved by thayHSpirit,
foretold the extent of the mission of Christ. Itsmine Holy Spirit that
gave him the revelation. Before Christ started tigistry, John the
Baptist predicted that Christ will work with the KdSpirit. Christ will
baptize with the Holy Spirit and fire. This impli@aminent catastrophe
on the unbelievers, purging of sin and the inautpmeof the kingdom
of righteousness.

Another significant role that the Holy Spirit playén the life of Jesus
was at his baptism. At his baptism, the Holy Spuiblicly announced
that Christ was the awaited messiah who will penfbws mission in the
power of the Holy Spirit. One of the most importéwaippenings in the
early life of Christ was the temptation. The tentipta moment was as
important as baptism. It was one of the main stagdise life of Christ.

This stage was organized and directed by the HpinitSChrist was

empowered by the Holy Spirit to go through the t&tipns.

Self-Assessment Exercise 1

1. From what you have studied in the previous lessamst does
the coming of the Holy Spirit on Christ during himptism
signify?

2. Look again at the above presentation about the Bplyit. Is the
Holy Spirit a person or just a power? Give onevas teasons for
the position you have taken.

3.3 The Role of the Holy Spirit in the Public Minstry of
Christ

The New Testament is very clear that the Holy $rthe agent behind
Christ exorcism and public ministry. At the begimgiof his public
ministry, Christ announced that the Spirit was ugom to enable
him carry out his ministry (Luke 4:18). In a difeat context,
Matthew quotes Isaiah to show that long ago, Gadnmed to endow
Christ with the Holy Spirit for a successful mimstMatt 12:18-21).
The power that Jesus had over evil spirits was rngikg the Holy
Spirit (Matt 12:28). It is important to note thatslis was constantly
filled with the Holy Spirit throughout his ministryThe Holy Spirit
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played the role of a reinforcer. He was aware ef ithportance of the
Holy Spirit and said the only unforgivable sin walasphemy against
the Holy Spirit.

Self-Assessment Exercise 2

1. | have used the word Exorcism many times in thigewup.
Check the dictionary and write down its meaning.
2. In this section, you can find two ways in which {Shicame to

be endowed with the Spirit. Read very carefully arde down
the two ways.

3.4 The Holy Spirit in the Ministry of the Apostles

The role of the Holy Spirit has been to endow pedplperform special
functions. The Apostles had a special ministry pjoead the gospel to
the end of the earth. This task was made possibteigh the enabling
of the Holy Spirit.

Before Christ left, He promised that the Holy Spwill be given to the
disciples (Lukell:13; John 14:158; 15:26; 16:5-15). The Spirit will
take the place of Christ. Christ calls him anott@unsellor, comforter,
Spirit of truth to guide the disciples into truind he has the function to
convict men of sin.

The roles of counselling and comforting presuppdadat the
disciples will face persecution in their ministiyhe Holy Spirit will not
only give them what to say in such circumstanceswhil also give
them the strength and the comfort they need tdwgmugh trial times.
Christ contended that the disciples will not beeald do anything
without the Holy Spirit. For this reason, Chrisvesgd them to wait and
receive the Holy Spirit before embarking on the sius entrusted to
them (Acts 1:8). In the book of Acts, we see thatltdoly Spirit enabled
the apostles to perform miracles and gave thenowargifts and the
boldness needed for their ministry.

Self-Assessment Exercise 3

1. Christ made many promises to his disciples thatiliggive them
the Holy Spirit. At what occasion was the Holy S8pgiven to
them?

2. The Holy Spirit was to enable the apostles perfoniracles.
Page through the book of Acts and record the ne@saperformed
by the apostles.
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3.5 Functions of the Holy Spirit in the ChristianLife

Just as the disciples were unable to do anythitigowt the Holy Spirit,
a Christian can do nothing without him. The fadhiat the Christian life
begins and ends with the enabling of the Holy &pin reality, the
functions of the Holy Spirit in Christians’ life arinexhastible;
however, we will discuss only a few of them here:

3.5.1 Regeneration

The Christian life begins by hearing the pds however, the gospel
makes no sense to the Christian if the Holy Sdo&s not work in his or
her heart. The Holy Spirit causes us to hear th&sage and turn to God
in faith and become new creatures. The act of bewpnew creatures is
known as regeneration.

Regeneration is totally the work of the Holy Spitite is the one who
gives new birth which Christ said can only be aebtethrough faith
(John 3: 5-8). Regeneration, the term for beinghbegain, is another
term that is used in more than one way. In a wsaaise, it is sometimes
used to refer to everything involved in becomin@laistian, including
conversion and sanctification. It is clear thatemegyation understood in
this way is not just the work of the Holy Spiritutbalso the work of
man. The Bible tends to use the word in a striséase, using it only for
the work of the Holy Spirit (John 131 Acts 16:14; Rom 9:16
Phil 2:13). This stricter sense of the term regaten is also
suggested by the picture of childbirth, which swjgehat regeneration
is something that happens to a person rather tbarething he does,
the same as the birth of a baby. It is somethiag lappens to a baby,
and not something the baby does.

Regeneration is an instantaneous work of the HplyitSwhich affects
the whole man. It affects the mind, the will, ame& temotions (1 Cor
2:14, 15; Col 3:10; Phil 2:13; 2 Thess 3; Heb 13:21). Through
regeneration man is made alive to God, so that ageén he is able to
do deeds pleasing to God (Eph 2:1, 10). Regener&idherefore the
first thing that has to happen. Only a regenerggrdon can turn from
his sin to God in faith. Jesus puts it this waylyaregenerated person
can enter the Kingdom of God (John 3:3).

People are born again through the Word of God [Je&s 1 Pet 1:23).
While God calls people through the word that isapled (Luke
8:11), regeneration must not be seen as a humagones to God’s
Word. James 1:18 makes it clear that it is not mia@Sponse, but God’s
will that brings about regeneration. We must therefinterpret the
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role of God’s word in much the same way that Gawsd was active
in creation. God commanded, and it came to be (1ah; 2 Cor. 4:6).
Some Christians like to ask when you are born agiiirce regeneration
Is a mysterious work of the Holy Spirit, it is ratvays easy to identify
the moment of the new birth (John 3:8). Many Clais cannot
remember their regeneration any more than theyrearember their
birth. They have known God as their Father for @sglas they can
remember. Others only came to know God as thehdfait the times of
their conversion. But from this we cannot concludis was also the
time they were born again. Often new converts t8lllyou that God has
long been working in their lives. It is not impantao know when you
were born aga; rather it is important to know that you are bogaia.
You can know you that are born again if you areveotied.

Self-Assessment Exercise 4

1. When one is regenerated, we use the term “bormagaicause
regeneration is compared to birth. Why do we alse thhe term
new creatures for one who is regenerated?

2. When the phrase “without measure” is used, whatvelonean?

3.5.2 The Gifts of the Spirit

The work of the apostles was accompanied with wuarigifts to
authenticate and give support to their messagar gtits were from the
Holy Spirit. The gifts enabled them perform specsdrvices and
they were also to equip the saints. Paul gave uagtms on how
some of these gifts should be used. It is cleamfrghat Paul says
concerning the gifts that there is tendency to sedhese gifts.

The spiritual gifts are listed in the following [sages:

Roman 12:6-8 1Cor. 12:4-11 Eph.4:11 1Pet 4: 11
Prophecy Wisdom Apostles
Speaking
Service Knowledge Prophets Service
Teaching Faith Evangelists
Exhortation Healing Pastors
Encouragement Working of miracles- Teachers
Giving Aid Prophecy
Leadership Distinguishing Spirit
Acts of Mercy Speaking in  Various

Tongues Interpretation of

tongues
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Self-Assessment Exercise 5

1. One of the gifts that is more pronounced in the rchuoday
Is the gift of speaking in tongues. This gift waseg in Acts
2:4 and we see also in 1 Cor 14:1-5. What is tHkerénce
between the tongue in Acts and the one in Coringtla

Mention two most important functions of the giftsthe Church.
One of the gifts appears in almost all of thesespgss. What is
the gift and should we consider it the most impartaft?

4. Which of these would you not normally consider agifaof the

Holy Spirit?

wn

3.5.3 The Holy Spirit and Worship

Worship is an essential aspect of the Christian Tihrough worship, the
Christian is able to approach God and glorify H®@mrist commanded
that our worship should be in Spirit and in trufihis means, Christians
are to allow the Spirit to lead them into true wmps Through him our
worship is acceptable in the sight of God.

Apart from this, the Holy Spirit gives inspirati@and illumination to
believers (Mark 126; 2 Tim 3:16; 1 Pet 1: 21) The Holy Spirit helps
us understand the message that is preached. TheSpaiit plays an
intercessory role in our worship (Rom 8: 26).

Self-Assessment Exercise 6

1. Worship includes many things. List some of the gBirthat are
included in worship. You are free to use your Churadition.

3.5.4 Sanctification

One of the main functions of the Holy Spirit in tiristian life is

sanctification (2 Thes®&:13; 1 Cor 6:11; Rom 15:16). This is what
Christ meant when He said that the Spirit will cehwnen of their sins
(John 16:18). Sanctification is a process of remgvsin from the
Christian. It means to make holy, hallow, to comagxor dedicate. It is
a continuous process in the life of a Christiamc8écation is about the
spiritual growth of a Christian. Christians neee@ tlertilizing activity

and guidance of the Holy Spirit to grow to maturagd to attain full

development.

Unlike regeneration, Christians have a role to phaganctification. This
is what Paul meant when he said “work out youraawn” (Phil 2:12).
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Self-Assessment Exercise 7
1. How is sanctification different from regeneration?
4.0 CONCLUSION

The Holy Spirit appears prominently and plays apanant role in the
New Testament. | would like you to understand tr@yHSpirit as the

initiator and engineering force behind what happémsthe New

Testament. The Holy Spirit is another person ofTiheity and therefore
God himself. It is because of this that he is dblplay these important
roles. You have seen here that all the three persb the Trinity are
together involved in the plan of salvation for humtya Christ came
to save man. He was in this mission together witd Rather who
sent him and the Holy Spirit who was enabling hifhe Holy Spirit

is also at work in man to enable him receive sawatWithout him

salvation for humanity cannot be accomplished. Elisum up to the
fact that all three members of the Trinity have lde involved for

salvation to be accomplished.

5.0 SUMMARY

The New Testament has much to tell about the woitke Holy Spirit
but does not make much effort trying to define hiie. played an active
role in the life and ministry of Christ from condem, to baptism,
temptation and also all aspects of his ministry.ew/IChrist was going
back to heaven, he commissioned the apostles tmmaerwith the work.
Just as he was unable to do anything without théy Fpirit; the
apostles will also not be able. He therefore géeantthe Spirit in full
measure. The Holy Spirit worked in the apostlesctory on the
ministry, and he also worked in the hearts of tleepbe who heard
them. In sum, Christian witness and living are whdependent on the
Holy Spirit. After Christ ascended into heaven, eveered into the age
of the Holy Spirit. That is to say that he is thmee@n duty now.

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT

1. Comment on this statement “the Holy Spirit was wWhol
responsible for the public Ministry of the Apostles

2. Enumerate any two of the functions of the Holy Bpim the
Christian life.
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

| feel it will be appropriate to conclude this syudith Paul. Christ
chose his apostles to continue the establishmehisotingdom among
the Jews and to the Gentiles. Paul did more thgroathe apostles and
| consider him a representative of the apostleswdge, taught, and
evangelized more than any of the apostles. Theysiti®aul has many
similarities with the course generally. Paul's bgrckund and influence
is similar to the background and influence the $bwand Hellenistic
cultures have on the New Testament. Paul bringsGlie and New
Testament, the Jewish and Christian, Jews and Iégribgether in a
lovely manner. This recalls the idea of unity andtmuity we discussed
in module one. This unit will expose you to thelgems of the early
Christian community. You will see these problemasisues and how
Paul addressed them. Go through this unit and ceemihe Church at
the time of Paul with the Church today.

2.0 OBJECTIVES
By the end of this unit, you should be able to:

o Give a brief history of Paul.
. Discuss Paul’'s approach to his Ministry.
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e Explain why Paul is also called an aposlilging his ministry.
e Identify the source of Paul’'s Theology.

3.1 Brief History of Paul

Paul was born a Roman citizen in Tarsus and he ggewhere. Tarsus
was a Greek speaking city. This accounts for P&mitsvledge of Greek
language. His father was of the tribe of Benjamd &is mother was
probably a Roman. They brought him up as a Pharid&sul was given
Hebrew education as a rabbi by a profound teackemaliel, who was
a teacher of teachers.

His Hebrew name was Saul, while Paul was his Romame. As a
devout Pharisee, Paul was a strong persecutor eofCttristians. He
approved and witnessed the death of Stephen afwlgomany other
followers of Christ. He was on one of such dangeitoips when he was
suddenly converted to Christianity on the way torlaacus.

Paul withdrew to Arabia for 3 years (Gal 1:17) aftsich he returned
to Jerusalem. As a missionary he travelled fromd&tt to many parts
of Asia and Europe. He undertook three missionarynkys between
45-57 AD.

Paul underwent much suffering for his work. He stgfl misfortune,
imprisonment and even death under Emperor Nerd. Wante thirteen
epistles which cover a wide range of issues sonthesh will be in this
unit.

Self-Assessment Exercise 1

1. When Paul became a Christian, he went to live iabfa for
3 years. Does this remind you of the story of sameelse in the
New Testament? Who was the person? Where was tiserpe
taken to?

2. Find the meanings of the names of Paul and Saul.

3.2 Paul's Characteristics

Paul was committed and dedicated to his work. Qishg there were a
number of things that were responsible for this wament and
dedication.

3.2.1 His Sense of Divine Vocation

Paul had a strong sense of his call to be a miasjolis call began
with his conversion. He knew his call and was cossimoined as minister
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of the gospel by Jesus Christ himself (1 Cor 9:24)the time of his
call, he was told that the ministry ahead will nm¢ easy. As he
persecuted other Christians, so will he be persd@uHis work was
guided by this, asuch; he endured imprisonments, beatings, storming,
shipwrecks, hunger, nakedness, and abuses.

The mission of Paul was made clear to him. He wdsetan apostle to
the gentiles. Mission to the gentiles had its raatslerusalem. Paul,

in his mission to the gentiles, did not leave dw& dews, his base and
source of authority. He had a heart for the Jewstadbk care of their

problems and designed that they be saved.

Self-Assessment Exercise 2

1. Christianity came out of the Jews religion calledi@ism. From
what you have studied so far and previous knowledgat does
Christianity have in common with Judaism? List filiengs.

2. From the notes in this section, summarize the thihgt guided
Paul in his work.

3.2.2 Authority

Paul was respected and honoured among the Jewtharikentiles. He
assumed control and importance. He commanded $sfrlso much

that the Corinthians and Galatians felt it. Hishawity was based on
God’s authority. Paul claimed to be an apostle, ahscretely

commissioned by God. His sense of authority isanptivate possession
but conferred on him by Christ.

Normally, the word apostle applied to the TwelvauPwas not among
them, but he is called an apostle because he neequialifications
of being an apostle.

An apostle was directly commissioned by Christ, nesised the
resurrection of Christ, was conscious of being imesb by the Holy
Spirit and had power to perform miracles.

Paul had these qualifications and his authority Wased on this fact
that he was an apostle. Others in his day doulitedgostleship but he
took time to prove it.

Self-Assessment Exercise 3

1. If Paul too is an apostle, how many apostles ddae?

2. Try to name them if you can. When was Paul also
commissioned by Christ?
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3.2.3 His Love for His Converts

Paul’'s sincere love for his converts is seen in leiters. He was
concerned about their welfare, prayed ferventlyth@mm, visited them,
sought to know their problems and attempted tordadtdution. In the
case of Onesimus, Paul pleaded with his masterniobdhalf. In love,
Paul commanded, rebuked and exhorted his conueven those that
were hostile to him, like the Corinthians, he shdwauch love to them.
Paul’s greatest literary work on love is writtenti@ Corinthians (1 Cor
13).

Self-Assessment Exercise 4

1. Philemon is Paul's shortest letter. What was thakest of
Onesimus and who was his master?

2. Get familiar with 1 Cor. 13. In your note book.tlitbe qualities
of love that Paul mentioned in this chapter.

3.2.4 His Language and Style

Paul had a policy of trying to be at the level loé¢ {people. He adopted
this in order that he might reach all people, krtbam and address their
problems. He knew Greek and Hebrew well as webb@bt Jewish and
Greek cultures.

Peter writes that Paul's language was not easyntienstand (2 Pet
3:16). Scholars agree that Paul’'s language wagowdrned by Greek
culture but by the needs of his readers. In histings, he used
the language that he felt was appropriate for te@sion, argument and
the readers. His letters are a mixture of vernacatal the common
koine Greek. In most of his writings, Paul dealt with fidiflt
doctrinal and ethical issues. This contributes iakimg his language
and style sometimes difficult.

Self-Assessment Exercise 5

1. Go through this section again and list the thirgd ted Paul to
use difficult language.

3.3 Source of Paul's Theology
.Paul's theology must be seen against his religicudtural and
doctrinal background. Paul lived in an environmémat combined

Jewish religion, Greek civilization and the poklticand administrative
genius of the Romans.
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In several texts, Paul reflected on his Jewish tpamknd (Phil3:5;
2 Corl11:22; Gal 1:14). Paul received much training in Judagsm was
quite knowledgeable in that tradition. He was alibe engage his
opponents successfully. He also used Judaism asidgebto his
theology. As we noted earlier, Paul was in Tarsus,ntellectual and
civilization centre. In his letters, we see muchGrkek influence. He
guotes Greek poets (Actg:28; 1 Cor15:33; Tit 1:12). He used Greek
and Roman ideas and social activities such as mgnnboxing,
wrestling, etc, to illustrate and help his readersunderstand him.
Paul's education also helped him to attack and @mbther
philosophies (usually called false teachings) efdhy.

Paul himself insisted that he was simply passinghentradition he had
received about Christ’s death, burial and resuioedtl Cor 15:3-3). He
does not specify his source but obviously it wasifthe other apostles.
In Gal 1:11-12, Paul argues that he received hspiiation not from
men but “through the revelations of Christ”. Hehme, is referring to his
experience on the road to Damascus. By these @mersénts, Paul is
not contradicting himself. He is simply saying thials Damascus
experience has radically changed his previous wstaleding and
position.

Generally, Paul builds his theology on the gospaf the Old
Testament. He is in agreement with the Biblicaditran.

Self-Assessment Exercise 6

1. We have talked about Paul’'s cultural and educatibaekground
in this unit. What was his cultural background awvitb was his
teacher?

2. According to this section, what are the sources Paiul’s
Theology?

3.4 Some Themes in Paul’'s Theology

It is difficult for scholars to agree on the majbemes in the theology of
Paul. However, there are issues that appear irdigemission of most
scholars. They may use different headings or uBereint approaches
but the content is usually the same.

3.4.1 God

Paul’'s theology can be called the theology of Gdd. speaks more
about God than Christ. Paul mentions God 153 tianed Christ 65
times in the Book of Romans alone. The foundatibhis theology is
in God. Paul believes in the one God who createdwbrld. There
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Is strong emphasis on the unity of God in his thmughe oneness of
God is the basis of his teaching on equality ofslawd Gentiles (Rom
1:36; 10:12; Gal 3:28). This one God is the God of Jews andti@sn

He is not bound to any geographical area but estdnsl saving love
to all men equally (1 Tim 2:3-5). Paul's ministry the Gentiles was
built on this understanding and belief.

God as a creator brought everything into existeRail built on this
creative power of God and did his ministry with fidance that God
will still transform human beings and make them ree@atures.

This God is a God of history. To Paul, history un@®d is purposely
developing toward a goal and along the path Godpnadetermined.
For this reason, Paul accepted the Old Testamedt aagued that
Christianity was not a new religion. Neither has toming of Christ
introduced something different into the purposeGaid for Israel. He
argues that the coming of Christ has only openatkvdoors for the
Gentiles and God’s purpose and words to Israékssind.

The oneness of God helped Paul to maintain a baleetween the Old
and New Testament, Israel and the Church, and ded/i&entiles.
Self-Assessment Exercise 7

1. Summarise who God is in the theology of Paul.
2. What is the theological term for the oneness of &od

3.4.2 Christ

While God the father formed the foundation of Pawlieology, Christ
was the very life of Paul. It was not Paul thaesy but Christ lived in
him; and for Paul, to live is to live in Christ (G&:20; Phil 1:21).
Paul's one goal was to gain Christ at all cost I(Bh-9), to be his
slave and to die for him (Acts 21:13), and to ingthim.

Paul understood Christ as the last Adam. Christatld is the turning
point between the two ages. Through his death aseréserved the path
of humanity. He is the head of the new humanity amdeading
humanity on a straight path already predicated ly prophets (Isa
40:3-5).

A radical difference between Paul and the Jewssisihderstanding that
Jesus is the messiah. With Paul, Christ became mpramounced. His
writings are full of “Jesus Christ,” and “our Lodsus Christ” (Note:
we said earlier that Christ is the Greek word foessiah). Paul
frequently speaks of Jesus as Lord and son of Gloel.heart of Paul's
proclamation is the worship of Christ (2 Cor. 4:He is the authority
of the believers and Church. Paul compared thdiosakhip of husband
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and wife to that of Christ and the Church. Pawddikhe title son of God
because his mission was to bring people to asshenstatus of the sons
of God.

For Paul, every aspect of Christ life was import&ts mission revolved
around preaching Christ and Christ alone. He sées death and
resurrection of Christ as highly important, andused that to illustrate
Christian living.

Self-Assessment Exercise 8

1. In Rom 6:1-7, Paul used the death and resurrectiddhrist to
illustrate the Christian life. According to him, atb and
resurrection stand for what aspect of Christiaim¢j¢?

3.4.3 Salvation

For Paul, salvation of humanity is the main purpas€hrist's coming.
It is also the goal of his mission to Jews and (stHe developed the
theology of salvation more profoundly in Romans #walatians. Paul
teaches that man needs salvation because of $imefl are of guilty of
sin. Sin is missing the mark, disobedience, lawless and man’s
wrongdoing. Sin has devastating effects on man.mfide man
corrupt and guilty, and so liable to punishment tdannot be averted.

Our loving God has provided an instrument of sawatand that is the
gospel. In the gospel of Jesus Christ, God exexydise saving power
and revelation. The gospel is the good news ofSClamd his mission
into the world to save sinners.

Paul teaches that the method of salvation is joatibn. Justification

occupies an important position in the theology atilP It is a judicial

term where by God declares a sinner righteous.nfesiis given the
status that he does not merit. Justification iedam the work of Christ
on the cross. The righteousness he acquires isfénraed to us. The
biblical words used to express justification mesamsleclare someone
“not guilty”. The word justification therefore hdlse opposite meaning
to the word condemnation (Rom 8:33-34). To be fiestiis to be

declared righteous (Joh®:18; 5:24; Rom 4:67; 2 Cor 5:19). For

sinners to be declared righteous does not meanGbdtis ignoring

their sins, but it means that they are given tlghtaousness of Christ
(Rom 3:2028; 4:5-7; 5:1; Gal 2:16; 3:11 and 5:4).

Since “to justify” means “to declare righteous”,ist clearly an act of
God who judges us. It does not involve any coopmmafrom the
sinner. Justification is a legal act of God wherbkydeclares the sinner
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righteous on the basis of the righteousness of s€hdustification
happens instantly, and covers all of the believpast, present and
future sins (Rom&:1; 32-34; also Heb 10:14, where the word
“sanctification” stands for the covering of sin Bhrist's blood, and
therefore must be understood in the sense of ficestion”).

While justification is the method, faith is the meaPaul teaches that
faith in Christ is the only means of securing Ctsisrighteousness
(Rom 3:25). Faith unites us with Christ so thatr¢hés a mutual
transference of our sins to him and his righteossrte us. Through
faith, the believer is regarded as one with Chii. has suffered and
died in Christ and has risen with him. He paid genalty of sin in
Christ and made perfect there by receiving Chrisgjlsteousness which
makes him right with God.

What the believer need from this point is sandiien. He needs
constant renewal so that he will be made holy, pmcclean. The word
sanctification literally means “a setting aparténetimes the word is
used in the New Testament to mean almost the sanusiHication (e.qg.
in 1 Cor6:11; Heb 10:14). But usually the word refers to the kvof
the Holy Spirit by which he leads and strengthé&esCGhristian to lead a
holy life. Unlike justification, which takes placen an instant,
sanctification is something that takes place thihowg the whole of the
Christian’s life of faith. Sanctification also d#fifs from justification in
that it requires the active cooperation of man (@ T1; Col 3:514; 1
Pet 1:22), who is encouraged to holiness by Gogist3John17:17;
1 Thess 5:23). Sanctification also means bearing ff the Spirit
and doing good works (Col 1:10).

Self-Assessment Exercise 9

Summarize Paul's teaching on salvation under hgslin what is the
instrument?

- Method?

- Means?

- Need

4.0 CONCLUSION

Christ gave the apostle the commission to evargéiez whole world.
He also gave them the Holy Spirit to enable thentdMany apostles
worked tirelessly to accomplish the mission. HoweWaul did much
more than the others. Besides, the New Testamennbee record about
his work and he wrote more than any other. Paufiggand represents
the other apostles. Paul is a unique apostle inymays. He was not
among the initial Twelve but commissioned to jdiern. What you see
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happening here shows the unique ways of God. &ktsperson worked
more and had more term. This is one of his good anid infinite
wisdom which no one can question and no one fulljeustands.

5.0 SUMMARY

The last unit exposes you to some details of Pdii¢sand teachings.
Paul's cultural, religious and social background® &elpful to
understand Paul’s letters. These also were of mdmes advantage to
his ministry. Paul was fortunate to have both Gresid Jewish
backgrounds. This was not an accident, but the pfaBod who had
chosen Paul long before he was born. There werenger of things
which served as motivations and empowerments td. Bame of them
include: his strong sense of his divine call, pesleship and his love
for the work and converts. Paul took the spiritaiadl physical needs of
his converts seriously. Paul teaching must be wtoled from this
background. He addressed practical issues.

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT

1. Did Paul’'s background have any effect or influeanéis work?
2. Discuss the doctrine of God in the Theology of Paul
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